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To the unknown Diſpenſer of 
a confiderable Kindneſs, on 
: Thurſday Febr. 4. 1674. 


Honoured Sir, 
Hen I lay fawit and 
weak in my bed,un- 
der a aiffuriting 
and waſting Dt- 
ſtemper of the Yellow Faunates;, by 
the holy difpenſation of the all-wiſe 
- God, an unknown | Meſſenger comes 
from an unknown Benefattor with a 
T oken of value, who ditermuned, that 
his left hand ſhould not diſcern what yy,q & ” 
his right hand did:, but the Eye of . :* 
God ſaw both. Though , Sir ,-my 
Tongue as yet hath not found. you 
out, yet 1 hope my Pen may reach you. 
Should I never ariſe to that happy Cox - 
ntLances, yet I could not ſaffes your 
kindneſs to lie hid under the clods'of 
ingratitude ;, but heartily return. a 
publick Teſtimony by theſe Papers, 
which F have enjoyned the dt yof. dv- 
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kigent ſearc 
Same bands, and to kiſs them in the 
Aark_by a_private|reception. Alian 
reports of Democritus, that great 
Thracian Philoſopher , [" 'Exitvuioar 
aahav.x; © teſw 36X 5816S og wavy Tio] 
That be moſt earneſtly coveted to lie 
hid, though a great Renefattor tothe 
world by his learned Studies, You 
have traced his foot-ſteps in traws- 
pling upon the airy bubble of vain glo- 
ry ; deſiring to be good rather then 
feem to be ſo. Kindneſſes done to 0- 
thers with a fingle| Eye to God, are 


Heb. 13. For with ſuch Sactifices God is well 
Fe wriq, Pleaſed. Alexander Severus the Ro- 
Lamprid, P!caſed. exander Severus 0 
'in Sever, Man Emperour, when an Embaſſadour 
Lug.B. had preſented his Empreſs with Two 
P- 375 Oriental Pearls, of | price invaluable, 
cauſed her to dedicate them tothe T em- 
ple and Statue of Venus, judging 
them too Splendid ta hang tn the Ears 


Mic. 4. 13, ſent of their gain and ſubſtance to the 
| God of the whole Earth ! Cold water 


Tn to account, Nay i will turn into 
| a 
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conſecrated into Free-will-offerings - 


of Mortals. Happy | perſons, that pre-. + 


in the name of a | Diſciple ſhall be + 
warm'd at the Hezrth in Zion, and 
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a wore precious Liquor then 7. 
table, and prove more Cordial then. all 


Earthly . Treaſure. Suidas.: relates, Snid. py 


That Hercules «4 to ſnccour the op- 
preſſed before: he was emreated,. and 
being of a.generous temper wrenche the, 
three Apples of Anger, Pleaſure and. 
Geevabad from the mouth of the. 
Dragon of Luft : to intimate that no 
covetous man can be truly beneficent or 
noble minded, effecially to relieve the 
indigent with unexpetid kindneſs, and 
ro reap no harveſt but the ſatiating of 


an enlarged heart”, like the' Princely Upton dg 
Eagle that diſdains to eat of ' bis prey milit. 
alone. Though kindnefſes are to be Mc. p. 
given freely, and not put to the nſury F 


of return, either by open -pras{e.,. or. 
ſecret requital ;, yet who will plow «pon 
the rocks, or Oe” his precious ſeed” 
upon the ſands. The whole circle of 
Nature teaches the dity of Gratitude. 


The wiſe Athenians enaftcd a Law, Valer. 
'hat ungratefulzeſs ſhould bear an.max.t. 5, 
attion in their Courts; and the Ra- © 3* 


man ſtate made a Decree, that Wo- 
men ſhould take the upper band. in 
Streets, becauſe two Noble Matrons 
had prevail'd with Coriolanus therr 
A 3} Son 


Gold Pe- 


1197. 
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Son and Husband, not to invade their 
Cuy. From whom, during their abode 
#n Britain, is likely that Cuſtom 
might be derin'd to ws. ' 

To contratt : Let this little Trea- 
tiſe be hung up like # votive Table in 

the Temple of praiſe,) and your Hunou- 
 rable Name be eneraven on the bowls 


' Aﬀts10.4.of the Altar, when your Prayers and 


Alms riſe up like Incenſe for a memo- 
rial Lefore God. If any demand, 
why theſe Charatters came im ſo late 
fer Sculpture upon the Marble Pillars? 
Know, that ſome ſhawers and ſtorms 
of affiittve providence from Heaven 
detain'd the Votary. | | 
If others of uncanidid breafts doom 
theſe Lines precariow, 1 hope I may 
ſafely reply, they are of a more gene- 
Pozs Off-Spring, and like the Lark 
which* ſmgs praiſes ty a May mor- 
\ming, flies up towards Heaven , dif- 
regarding tatling Travellers. Their 
witions breath, like |that of Cats, 
brings Hettichs to ſuch as hug them, 
and diſtills correſive Salt upon their 
own Lungs. The cheerful Roſe with 
a ruddy bluſh ſmells | ſweetly among 
the prickles of Emy, and ' much 
ſweerer 
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ſweeter when ſet Amo? g rank, O- 
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your Head may lack, no. Oyntment, V4 
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71085, 
- I know: 1%. your Noble Perſonage,. 
nor Can divine whether ky 5: 
pluck'd from ſo dextrous 4 wing as 
to fly to your bounteous boſom , and 
utter complaints how I have weltred 
in the ſhame of ſilence. I bleſs God 
"twas a ſeaſonable mercy, and I truſt 
ſome. ſecret mercy of more ineitimable 
value -will in due time find you. out. 
I magnifie God, 1 am in Agurs #4- Proe.30.8 
tion, and for thoſe that have ſtrength- 
ned it to help ſome charges: I beg the , 
bleſſings of. the God. of Jabez ; ent SIM 
larging my grateful thoughts towards, 
rhe Heavenly Adanſions - and as the 
Speakers befors the Conference in Pla- 
to's Timaus went to', prayer ;, ſo let 
this Preface lift up its hand toward his ' , 
Holy Temple + That the ſcent of. your 
name may. be ; fragraut. as. the Field. © © 
which the Lord. bath bleſſed: Thag Ge" 27: 
and your: Garments be always white Y 
and. odoriferous , taken out of Cedar 
Cheſts * the growth of Lebanon ; + 
That 't 
naloes of the Lords planting may.grow 
A 4 thick 
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perfruning Trees of Lig» Num.24.6: 
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Pal. 45. 
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Dioclet. 


thick, and 


ev.3.18 


=pitle Dedicatory 
cle, as in thur native and genuine 
Soil : That the Spices of Eden, and 
the Heavenly Indies and Diamonds 
more orient then thoſe of Borneo 
may lade your Veſſels : That a grea- 
zer then Solomon, even the true pro- 
prietor of the Iſle. of Ceylon ( the 
ancient Ophir ) would mveft your 
Soul with Faith, that true cloth of 


Gold; with the meekneſs of onr bleſ- 


ſed Saviour, more FEA then the Oyls 
of Zant, or the Silks of / Smyrna : 
That your hopes of Glory may flower 


wore pleaſant' and' lovely 'then the 


beautiful Bloſffoms | of the Piſtachia' 
in the Gardens of Syria, and ſend 


thein as experienced Tokens to your 
Children, as holy Jacob did to hus be- 


* - loved Joſeph. That the firſt and 
'g laſh who was dead and ts alive, 


would wreath your| Temples with a 
Crown of Life , and keep you from 
hurt by the ſecond death. That-the 
wealth of the Ferra Incognita , the 
Land of Promiſe may be your inheri- 


. tance, | ſo little known to rambling 


Mertals that pant "ifter the duſt of 
F gypt. That the fatneſs of Hea- 


Ven 


ſhady about your Taberna- . - 


- OO — 7 —_— —"—_— — 
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ven may drop dyuwn apon your heart; Deut. 33 A y 
the dew and the deep which concheth 13+ &c- " 
beneath may run by your roots , the 
precious fruits thruſt forth by the Sun . 
and Moon, and the chief things of the 
Eaſtern Mountains, and the choxce 
things of the laiting Hills, and. the 
coftly things of the Earth and its ful- 
neſs from every corner ;, above all, the 
good will of him who dwelt in the buſh 
of Horeb defend all your flouriſhing | 6 
Mercies from flames off wrath ;; aud & 7 
like that marching Pillar of Fire, con- - 
duft you to that City above , whiſe 
builder and maker is God, where your 

feet may tread that malleable pavement Rev. 21s 
of tranſparent Gold, and your" thin, I%. 
after righteouſneſs quencht with. the 
Living Water of the Well of Jacob, J®P-4-148 + 
that Water of Paradiſe which iſſues 

from the Throne of God, and be reple- ge 22.1 
niſht with thoſe 12. ſorts of Fruits 
which hang upon the Trees of Life, 

a7 arink. abundantly with the beloved go, - 
Spouſe of Chriſt, of the ſpiced Wine of 

the Kingdom, in the preſence of the 
Father and bis Holy Angels, at the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 


Febr. 8. 1676. 
Samuel Lee. 
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Frome f Mercy. 
ITR E A T ES: 


OF 
Preventing, ſecret and ſudden. 
MI | Mercies, 
1 _ | 
_ | C H A >a * 


The Beneficence of God, _ the 
Spring and Source of proven 
1yng Mercies. _— 


HE infinite goodneſs of. 
God beſtows more Mer- 
cies upon us .in the me- - 
thod of preventian, then--: 

of apſwer to particular Prayers. We 


OP: moſt One before. we ask, and » 


often... 


oftentimes more excellent in kind, 
and more abundant in meaſure then 


Man at. the firſt Creation , when 
there was none as yet to know his 


_ mind, or fit in Council with him. He 


35- 


Fob 26. 7.Fabrick of the Univerſe. By his 
bone he —_—_ out _= Ho 
upon the empty place, and hu 
Circle of the” Earth upon king 
He thruſt up its Glebe intoaſpiring 
Mountains, faſhioning their Concave 
Heads for Springs, their Bowels for 
a Matrix to Minerals, and their ex- 
ternal Convexities and Declivities 
for beautiful Proſpe&ts. -He com- 
manded fome Portions to ſubſide in- 
to humble Valleys, and to be exten- 
ded into Champain Plains. He clo- 
thed'its ſurface with ſtately Cedars, 
ſhady Palms, and Sex travelji 
Pines, with all the Fruitful, Medici- 
nal, and-Sweet-ſented Groves, Bal- 
famick Shrubs, and wholelom Herbs, 
graceful and various in curious Flow- 
ers, wherewith the lovely Meadows 
@/d. 19.5-Taugh and ſing atthe return of: their 
ſhining : Bridegroom "in his 'yernal 
Progreſs. 


Ja. 4022. 


we ask. The Lord begari thus with - 


framed the ſtupendious and glorious« 
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ia 
Pacha = ſpread its native Land- 
capes with that green Carpet -of 
Graſs woven by the hands -of the 
blew Nitre of the Air, and the yel- 
low Sulphur of the Earth into that 
delectable Colour, which ſalutes the 


»eye of Man with ſo grateful a plea- 


ſance when painted upon' its'inward 
Veſtment or Coat the Retina. He 
enjoyned the Ocean to' compaſs and 
embrace the habitation of Man, ta 
miniſter Rain to the Bottles of Hea- 
ven, and Liquor to the bubling 
Fountains when ſtrained through the 
Veins of the Earth. Andlaftly, for - 
ſupport to Ships for Navigation and + 
Commerce: _*Twas the work of his 
Hand to interweave the Fertile Vales 


with Chryſtal Streams in their ſpor-2/ 104s 


ting Meanders, curing the fat Pa- 
{tures of ' anxiety - about Summer 
droughts, 'relieving the chafed and 
—_— Air with cooler Vapours, 
and indulging-to the neighbour Villa- 

es caſte conveyance, and many - de- 
ici0us pleaſures. 

Neither was his Divine 
withheld from the dark Caverns'of 
#he -Larth, :repleni{h*d* with his hid 


Trea» 


Ke 


I2. 


; e /rpumpn Chap.l. 
Treaſures : Thoſe deep and gloomy 
Regions being impregnated with va- 
rious Salts, with| ſubterrancous 


Steams and Juices | to give origin. 


and food to Metalline Concretes, tor 
the ſervice of Manual Arts, and 
for the cure of the | more obſtinate 
Diſeaſes in, the bodxes of Animals, 
ſhortly ta. be. formed out of the 
lame congenial Earth, 

Then his Curious|Pencil embro- 
ders the Land with' rare variety .of 
living Creatures, and his Voice in= 


| ſpires the healthful Air with Vocal 
Pſal. 104. Muſick. from the winged Choriſters 
. that ſing among the Branches z whole. 


warbling notes are 'not more. plea+ 
{ant to the Ear, then their painted 
Feathers beautiful. to the Eye of 
Man. His Hand furniſhes the. li- 
quid Seas with -numerous Paſſen- 
gers, who. Sail under: water , fea- 
ring neither ſtorms nor ſtifling. 


* At length, having eſtabliſht the | 


Heavens by his Wiſdom, he caſts a 
plittering Canopy over all his Sub- 


unary: works, admirably garniſht- 


with ſpangling, Stars, -glorinus/;for 


poweriul in Influence, 


Luftre, harmonious for. Motion; wn | 


Chap.I. of Mercy. 5 
Lo, theſe are part of bis ways, Fob 26.14 © 

but how little portion is heard -of I 

him ! We are in deep darkneſs to 

what's viſible ; The effence of a 

ſmall pebble gravels our ſtupid un+ 

derſtandings ; the Eye of our Rea+ 

{onis ſo blunt, that it cannot pierce 

into the ſhape or Emerald Coloug 

of the growing Green-ſword. How 

much leſs able to Anatomize the 

J Entrails of the Earth of ſome thou- 

{and miles Diameter ? Who can ac- 

count for the Sand's being a bound 

to the Ocean ; though the Waves 

tols themſelves, yer they cannot g,,. ,, 

prevail ; thoug they roar, yet can- 

not go over it ? Who can folve the 

flux of the Sea, either by the Moon 7yd-e:. 

or the Earths motion? Or who ſo Spagner 

hardy to dive to the top of the un- —_ 

der-wave Mountains , or ſet their - o mages. 

foot on the ridge of thoſe hidden 22.1. 13. 

Ararats? What Philoſopher. ever & c. 15, 

fathom'd the Air, and all its Me: 4*/im 

teors, in his Arms, or formed a ge- tel. bh 

nuine conception of that liquid e/&- "IN 

ther, -wherein the Stars do {wim, or G,, . 

of thoſe waters above the Heavens ? 7ja1,148 

What Teleſcopes {( thoſe curious 4 7 
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"rode 24- 
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Eph. 4.10. 


T4.2$.29. 


8 Triumph Chap.I- 
SpeRacles 05 our late Aﬀtronomets) 
ever picrced into that Saphire paye- 
ment . beyond their Convex , the 
Place of the Bleſſed; and the Seat 
of our Lords Glorified Body, where 
Angels and; Saints\ſtand trumpeting 
his Praiſes through voluminous fta- 
tions -of Eternity ,| who is wohder- 
ful in .Counſel, and excellent in 
Working. | 

Whote Infinite Power and Good- 
neſs having finiſh'd his fix days won- 
ders, and prevented the wiſhes of 
Man by theſe excellent preparations 
for him ; laſt of all forms the Head 
of the viſible Creation, and exalts 
him into the, Chair of Dominion 0- 
ver all this capacions Theatre, ante- 
dates his moſt ample deires, rarifies 
his Heart with ſacred wonder, and 
intalls him, for High Prieſt of the 
whole Creation, to' offer their Tri- 


- . bute, to worſhip, adore and love him, 


| ” \ EA 


0 - 


and to fing his Praiſes. | 
But oh heedleſs Man! being fix'd 
upon the Pinacle of. the Temple of 


Honqpr , was 1ſoon| inchanted by a 


yertiginous-blaſt of the: ſubtilgiScx+- 
pent, and forgat-his Soreigh-the 
| WP OWN. 


AN 


Chap.I. © of Merey. | 
Fountain of Living ' Waters; and 
falling headlong, drank deep of the 


muddy Ciftern gyenqmey by his 
he, and became like the Beaſts 
that -periſh. But being ſenſible of 
his. ſhame, and confounded at his 
baſe diſloyalty, and afraid of Gods 
awful-Majeſty, fled into the Woods 
to hide his diftruſtful Countenance, 
yet found no ſhelter for his guilty 
Conſcience. Juſtice might now have. 
purſued him with the flaming Sword 
J of Cherubims ; but preventing Mer- 
} cy ſteps into the cloſe and ſhady 
Thickets, and” proffers: a Covenant: 
3 of Grace, to the-amazement of An- 
gels, and admiration of them that- 
believe. A Covenant flowing from 


the good pleaſure of his Will, and FF 1+ 5+ 


founded in the myſtical Union of the.. 

Son of God with the Nature of Man 
q inthe promiſed Seed, and eftabliſhr 
upon betterpromiſes. Hence iſſued' 
that Living Fountain of all that bene-: 
ficence, that comforts his chofen 
Flock in the ſtate of Grace, and 
deautifies their Souls in Glory. 


CHAP. 


FLemep 
CHAp. Il. 
The Government of the' World 


J 


adminiſtred by preventing 


Providences ana Mercies. 


He moſt Wiſe and Holy God 

having finiſh'd all in number, 
weight and meaſure, and adjuſted 
all the proportions of Heaven and 
Earth in his Sacred: Balance ;, that, 
not -the leaſt Atom: of, duſt in the 
Mountains, or Drop in-the Ocean 
or Vapour in the Air , but came out. 
of his accurate Scales, and ſetled'in 


their due place by\ his arbitrement.. 


Neither is bis Infinite Wiſdom more 
radiant. and magnificent in the Eom- 
poſure of the vaſt \circumference of 
the Celeſtial Bodies,. then admirably 
curious and ſtupendious in thoſe mi- 
nute and numerous Creatures, which. 
by reaſon of their ſmalneſs fly the 
fight of man. Inſomuch that the 
Majeſty of God is| moſt illuſtrious 
and. conſpicuous - in thoſe leſſer 
Beings. 
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| 
Chap.IL. o»f Mercy. 
Beings 3 which the world never.un- 
eritood till he bleſſed it with the 
rare invention of Microſcopes. By 
rhich we are affiſted to contem- 
F plate his Glory, while fitting under 
he ſhadow oy Plant that grows in 4. 
3, Þ canker'd Roſe leaf, as well as of (200%, r wah 
he talleſt Cedar. May not admi-5,050t” 
ration be inflamed to viery the. quick 
and voluble motion of thoſe Eels 
that ſwim up and down in their little 
Sca of a drop of Vinegar, more then 
hen Mariners from their Ships 
gaze at the tumblings of Whales in:;, 
e Atlantick 'Ocean?. Or when we . 
onſider the- finenefs of thoſe Spirits 
that agitate the Nerves of Mites, 
or of thoſe ſuppoſable Creatures 
that' may draw their origin from the 
corruption of thoſe little bodies, or / 
creep among their hairs while yet 4s Mir-s 
alive: Or when we view by the aid 3 3P7er%s 
of thoſe diſcovering Glaſſes the 85," ® 
Eyes in a Spider, or the 24 Teeth 
- . Fin the mouth of an Ant, as black as 
 FJEbony, as well as thoſe vaſt Ivory 
* JTusks in the head of the pn | 
\ JElephant: Or when we delight our: 
' FEyes in. the rare textures of vivid : 
mar- 
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marbling colours in. the flowers of 
Eye-btight, Panzics,orthe chequer'd 


Fritillary, as well as the:;propheti- 


cal varieties in the: Rainbow :' We 
may well cry out with Pliny, while 
he deſcants on the great voice of a 
Gnat flyingabout in a Summers E- 
vening,  Kerum natura nuſquam mags 
quam 1m minims \tota fit. That the 
great God of Nature is never more 
admirable then in framing the leaſt 
of Beings. | 

But howſoever unſpeakably, and 
nary «nay glorious his Divine 
Providence 


and government of all his works": It. | 


is yet moſt admirable in his preven- 
ting goodneſs to |the ſinful ſons of 
Adam, and much| more to his own 
choſen Inheritance,” 

As to Man in general, he makes 
his Sun to riſe every morning upon 
the-unjuſt, and his Moon to fill her 
Orb with light upon the Txrksſb 
Creſcent: His paths in the Clouds 
drop fatneſs upon the fields of bloo- 
dy Tyrants, and his Ocean is open, 
and ſweet Weſtern |Gales often ſwell 
the Sails of rambling and roving Pi- 

rates ; 


| 


ines in the management: '| 


mnap.Iit. 9-; 


rates : The Earth is ſull of his good-2ſd. 119. 


'd Enefs, He ſpread and filfd the Tables 64+ 
ti- Yof Heliogabalus with 'his hidden 


Treaſures. - No Inhabitant bur'is la- 
le Eden with his benefits, however abu- 
@ RBiſcd to their luxury, pride, and wan- 
Z- Etonneſs: His Mercies are over all 
is Ehis Works : He makes the out-go- 
ie ings of the Morning, and Evening ?/al.64.9, 
re Eto ling ; He preſerves the goings out'® 121.8, 
| F-and comings in of the Children of 

Men. 
d All the operations and influences 
ie Þ of ſecond cauſes are primarily a- - 
it; FI fcribed to him. The formation of 7ſal. 139. 
It F our bodies, when curiouſly wrought 15+ 
+ Þ& in the loweſt parts of the Earth, was 
1f © of his ſccret texture. The race of 
n © the Sun, the bright appearance of 

Venus like the Moon, and the nim- 
s. © ble motions of Aercxry and the 4 
n Þ Planets dancing their meaſures about. 
r. Þ Jupiter, and al} the Ordinances of*'> - 
þ } Heaven, they are his, he ſets the dos * 
s FT minion of them in the Earth. ,He 
- F binds up the ſweet influences of the 7% 39-33 
, © Pleiades in April, and looleth the 
| J-froſty bands .of Ori4n in November 
when he pleaſes ; he is the Father 's 
THe 


{Bl e Trump 1ap.1t. 

' the Rain, and the pearly- drops of | 

Amos 5.8. Dew he hath —_ them from 
the Morning Womb. He calleth 

for the waters of the Sea, and puur- 

eth them out upon the face of the 

Earth, the Lord is his Name. He 

ſends the turbulent and tempeſtuons 

P/al. 104. winds out of the hollow of his 
> Hand. He looketh on the Earth 
and ir trembleth , he toucheth the 

Hills and they ſmoak; he ſhook late- 

ly the Cities of Kaguſa and Rimuns 

into ruines. He\caſt up out of the 

bowels of eArna' the late dreadful 

River of ſulphureous flames to-run 

ſix miles breadth by the City Catania 

into the Sea. He kindles the Light- 

Fob 38.35 Nings in the Regions of the Air, and 
they anſwer to him, here we are. 

'Tis the voice of |his Thunder that 
breaketh © te Cedars of Lebanon, 

_ 29- and makes Mount S:7:07 to skip like 
"_ a young Unicorn. Whatever he 
; pleaſeth, that he doth in Heaven and 
_ 135- Eagth, in the Seas, and in all deep 
places. He cauſeth Graſs to grow 
Pſal. 104. for the Cattle, and Herbs for the 
I4,Uc. ſervice of Man, |the Wine to re- | 
joyce his Spirits, the Oyl to "_ | 

is 
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his face to ſhine, and Bread to 
——_ his heart. He gives life * 
and food to all Creatures, they wait 
upon him to receive their meat indue 
ſeaſon, he opens his Hand every mor- 
ning, the Fowls of the Heaven fly to 
his feet and are filled with good. The 
Gardiner may plant, and his ſervant 
may water, but 'tis God that gives 
increaſe to the ſtature of. Vegeta- 
bles, their Verdure, their Flowers c6yop. 3. 
and Fruits. He clothes the T «lips of 6. 
Perfia , thoſe Lillies of the Plains of. 6.28. 
Shuſhan,with more Royal Attire then” 
Solomons. |; TED 
As to the Church in ſpecial, he 
often and mercifully prevents the 
fears of his people. How graciout- 
ly he dealt with Facob in the caſe of | 
Laban, commanding him in the Gey.31,24 
night not to ſpeak roughly to his ſer- 
vant from g00d to bad, and made the - 
face of Eſau to ſhine upon him as 6:1.33.10- 
the face of God. In the time of 'Fa- 
mine he planted a Corn-field in the 
bottom of a barrel of meal for El;- 
ah, and an Olive-yard in a-cruſfe ' 


1 


Ifor the Widow of Sarepta, and open- | 
zcd as it were the Windows of Heaven 


in 


, =I 


wenn nn = 


Gen. 24. 
39», 4D, 
58.9 29. 
11. 


in the time of Eliſhe, and po 
out Corn among the poor in the 
ſtreets of Samaria. | 


Such- ſtupendious Mercies, which 


the ungratcful world calls hap and 
fortune, are the ſudden and ſweet 
diſpenſations of |his Heavenly and 
Holy Providence. | He is pleaſed out 
of his munificent |bounty to prevent 
our expectations. with ſudden and 
{urprizing benefits to amuſe, yea a- 
maze, us under the ſenſe of Divine 
Goodnels, and to draw our Hearts 
with the ſilken cords of love. 

It's his favour that drops the incli- 
nations of affe&jon into the hearts 
and tempers, the reciprocal tides in 


the breaſts of ſuch whom he ordains 


for conjugal relation. His Eye gui- 
ded out-caſt Hagar to a ſhrub in Pa- 
ran; and rather then her ſon ſhould 
periſh for thirſt, an Angel muſt 


- Pointout a Well to flake her forrow. 


Wonderful are the inftances both 
in ſacred and civil Story in diſcovery 
of means, ordering of method, gui- 
ding of accidents to the prevention 
of dangers, and preſervation of lif 


ſtreſſes 


I.E. 


ured 


cl 


and che. ſudden iſſuing of ſudden dirY1; 


—Hap.1. T0 I7ey. 
Mrcfſes. No leſs admirable are many 
quick and ſtupendious deliverances 

put of Dungeons and Prifons to great 

ch FTnd famous Advancements; and by 

id Þrovidences to us occaſional and acci- 

et Wental, flow high and cxalted mani- 
nd Fcſtations of God to his Church and 
ut Þcople. 

nt F Notto becurious in ranking under. 
nd KKiſtint heads,give leave to mention a 

a- Stew mixt Examples in various kinds. 


ne  Ph2rachs Daughter coming occa- x,, ,_ £ 


rts Yfonally to the Rivers ſide, had com-, 

paſſion on little Moſes weeping in his |, 
cli- Cradle of Bulruſhes. Her heart wept 
rts Yover the tears of Moſes, ſhe brought 
s in lim up like a Prince in Egypt to 
ins Ybe Prince of //rael. Thus God makes 
2ui-Yhis enemies to foſter their own Sup- | 
Pa-Yplanters, andto build up their own 
uld deſtroyers. After this,the Humani- | 
auſt ty of Aoſes to the Daughters of Fe- | 
ow. flthro in watering their Sheep, advan- 
othFlced him to be Son in Law to the 
eryBPrince of Midian. A poor Captive | 
gui-YMaiden in the Land of Syr:a, by a 
tionfifew words, was the occaſion 06f the 
lifecure of Naamans Leprofie both in 
n dia ſoul and body. And another find- 
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ing favour-in the eyes of the great 
King of Perſia, was the occaſion .of 
delivering the 7ews from deſtrutti- 
on in 127 Provinces ; and the Read: 
ing of that Kingdoms Chronicles 
opencd a door th Mordecar's Glory 
and -Haman's Infamy. Foſeph and 
Daniel arrived t9 unexpected Prefer- 
ment by expg*tion of -:Princes 
Preams, whereby the Church ' of 
God was ſtrangely prelerved,. and 
at length delivered, from Exile. S:- 
mon and Anna comins into the 
Temple, at an inſtant of Providence 
met with the Lords Anointed, and 
ſaw his Salvation. Many. of the 
choiceſt Mercies fall under this/head. 
The firſt and primary Mercy to the 
World, the Protevanzelizm , the 
preaching of the Goſpel to Adam by 
God himſelf ,| tranſcended the 
thoughts and imaginations of our 
fallen Parents. The ſending of the 
Mcſah's Sceptre out of Z:ou.among 
the Gentile Idolaters, who- fought 
him not; and the Converſion of 
whole Nations to the Obedience. of! 
115 Spiritual Law, was performed: by 
preventing Grace to the .whole! 

| world ; 
; 


X UM 


; 7 


reat Arorld ; and the 


of 
CH» 
ad- 
cles 
ory 
and 
fer- 
1CES 
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rticular turnings 
pf Rebellious Souls to God are often 
managed by ſecret inſtincts. Auſtia 
would needs fail over Sea to Rome 


againſt the. prayers and tears, and 
fears of his holy Mother. She dread- 
ed his being corrupted by the de- 
bauchery of Rome, but God ſent him 
to Milan to be converted by Am- 


© bro/e: and as he ſpeaks ſiyeetly of, 


Gods denial of her prayers as to his 


journey, Sed tx alte conſulens & ex-© onf efls 
audicens cardinem deſiderit ejus, non?" 


curaſt: quod tunc petebat, ut in me f4- 


ceres quod ſemper petebat. 


But thou 


in wile counſel didſt regard the hinge! 
on which her deſires turned , didſt 
reject her preſent prayer, to give in 
the effe&t of her conſtant petitions. 
Many times {uch who run from the 


Y mcans of their own Salvation, fall in- ' 


to the happy ſnares-of Divine Mer- 
cy; and fuch who are naturally un- | 


willing to be faved, (prevents: ut Atftin, 


vellem) the ſecret Wildom of Provi- 
dence allures to become a willing. /: 
people in the day of. his Power. 
Should I enlarge upon the many rare. « 

iT preventing Mercies, 


cales of ſpeci 


3 


this. 


: + pas 4. "ib n 
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this Diſcourſe would run over the 
banks of Volumes. Famous is the 
Inſtance of that man, whole Horſe in 
a dark night wafted him over a Plank 
laid upon the breach of Rocheſter 
Bridge, and the next day coming to 
{ee the place 6f\ his ſtrange deliver- | 
ance, funk into the deep waters of 
Amazement and died away. Great 

, _ Salvation did the Lord work allo 
M.Chiles for a Friend of mine, who riding 
401107, in the night along the High Way at 
Menegizy Cliffs in Cornwall, which 

was fallen down into the Sea at a vaſt 

depth, might have periſh'd inevita- 

bly, had not a manſuddenly ſtept out 

of his door at his paſſing by, and pre- 

vented the miſchief. More admirable 

Ad. the ſafe fall of a'\Butcher upon his 
Sheep from the Cliff at Dover Caſtle, 
as the Inhabitants report. How did 
an impulſe upon Mr. Dods - rang to| 
viſit a Friend two. miles off in the 
night, prevent the Self-murder of 
that perſon by a | Halter, who was 
eſtecmed truly gracious, but over-\ 
wheſmed by direful tentations? How® 
did an unexpected Fog prevent a 
ſecond Battel between: the Eng 

an 
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J and Dutch in the late Wars? And: 


q in Tiling, of one who being cured, 


I frights reſtored to the ulc of their 
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the like happened in the days ofKing 

Eaward the Confeſſor upon the Na- 

vies addreſſing to fight. Hoy ad- 

mirably have many perſons been cu- 

red, preſerved, delivered by ſudden - 
accidents ? Memorable is that ſtory Re. 


of a Dropſie by the poiſon of a Toad 
deſigned for his deſtruction, be- 
came the Publiſher ofthat Specifick. 
Some by Falls into Rivers have been» 
cured of Madnels ; others by ſudden 


Limbs ; and others by Shipiyreck 
have eſcaped Piracy. And (which is. 
diſtin as to relict unexpected in. 
deep poverty )that of Acceſilars is re- 
markable, who cauſed a Bag of Mo- 
ney to be conveycd under the pillow 
of a ſick. Friend, modeſtly biding his 
poverty, that he might find it rather 
then reccive it. And others that. 
have let fall Money into the laps of 
perſons from a window, as if it fell, 
from Heaven. : | 
As to preventing Mercy m rele- 7, 5c, 24. - 
rence to prayer. Sometime before = 
we call God is plcaled to anſwer. 
=, When, 
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The Triumph Chap.II. 
When the Heart is but a tuning, he 
diſcovers the Leſſon and turns it into 


. a Song of praiſe. When David was 


under reſolutions of Confeſſion, God 
actually forgave the iniquity of his 
ſn. Before El:ezer had done ſpeak- 
ing in the caſe of /ſaac, out comes 
Rebecca with the anſwer of prayer. 
When Hezekiah was praying and 
weeping, Turn again (lays the Lord 
to Iſaiah) and tell the Captain of my' 


Dar.c.20, people, I will heal thee, And Gabriel 


21,22. 


told beloved Danzel, that at the be- 
ginning of his Supplication he was 
commanded to fly more ſwiftly 
down to Damel, then his prayer 
could fly up to Heaven. $0 ready is 
our gracious Father'to ſmell a ſavour 
of reſt, when the Incenſe of prayer is 
but newly kindled, | 


CHAP. III. 
S | The Numerouſneſs of Prevent-. 


ing Merctes. 


HE glittering Stars of Heaven,-- 

the drops of the briny Ocean, : 
and the, Sands upon the winding 
Shores, the-Dufts of the Earth, and 
the' Atoms that ſwim in the Sun- 
beams, arenot ſo, numerous as theſe. 
cxcellent;Mercies., Archimedes could 
writeia Lreagiſe of. the Sands, but ng. 
perſon thet- gyer- appeared on the* 
{tage -of-Being, \ thongh he ſhould. 
ſpend all his time-in writing Volumes 
of his own Life, could trace the mea- 
S {ſures of his Mercies,, were he never, 
ſo obſetvant, or did-pry, never fo cu. 
rionſly into _the!-paſſages, of Divine; 
Providence. Eyexy, draught. of Air,* 
into the Lungs is attended with Mer- 
cy. When it carries out the fuligi-: 
nous Vapours ofthe Heart, who can 
attraRt it in,again forthe refrigerati- 
on of the Bloud, and mixing. the vo+ 
: | B 4 latile 
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latile balſam of the air to circu- 


late that pprple liquor in its motions. | 


The pulſes of proyidence are quicker 
then choſe ofour Wriſts or Temples. 
How manifold are his mercies ? The 
foul of David knew right well their 
multiplicity, but could not multiply 


them aright by any skill in Arithme- | 


tick. Nay, the very fumm or chief 
heads of divine kindnefſes were innu- 


merable. His wonderful works and | 


thoughts towards him could not be 
reckoned up in order by him, they 
were more then could he numbred. 

- It's impoſſible to follow the foot- 
ſteps of theſe mercies : Heavenit ſelf 
is not ſufficient fora finite capacity to 
meaſure them. They endure to &ter- 


nity in preventing our lapſe from hap- 


pineſs. Lets try a little ſpeculation 
on 2 heads. 1. On ſome gracious 
occurrences i the yvy 6ue-53,the com- 


' paſs of day and night; and 2. The 


preventing mercies that are laid up 
in the bowels of afliticns : both as 
to fubſequent ſins and dangers. 

As to the firſt, When we riſe in 
the' morning, that ſudden palfies:46 
not unlooſe our Nervs, or ” painfub 
| Con- 
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Convullions ſhrink them up; that we 


J are not able to deſcend our Stairs) 


that when we are down, ſome Met- 
ſenger of Death doth not appale us 
with terrible tidings, and give us a 


{ bitter breakfaſt; that we have Hearts 


and Spirits to call upon the God of 


I] our mercies in our Familics,as an An- 


tidote againſt the evils of the ſucceed- 
ing day. When we come into our 


q Shops, that the rapines- of night Vil- 


lanies hath not ſtript us naked, of all 


our Goods, and that we find all our 


Relations in health and peace when 
we walk abroad; that we tuck not in. 
ons Atomes from the Airz 

lat the Eaſt wind does not blaſt us}; 
that ſudden violent rains in haſty 
walking do not cool our iweats in- 


to Surtets, or that we hurry not the 
blood into fermentations for new and- 


ſurprizingdiſtempers: In vain ſhould. 


we be wary, if holy providence were- 
not wakeful. That the earthwe tread. 
, on doth not ſuddenly open its mouth 


to ſ\valloy us as it did the Rebels in 


I Numbers, That we daſh not our. 


feet againſt a ſtone, our Shins againſt 
Poſts, or train our Ankles in plain 
B 5 ground ;. 


Num. 15. 
32. 


Ple G1.12" 


e 7rimmph Chap.ll: 
round; that the Tiles or Timber 
Filling from Houſes,or the fiyeepings 
of gutters, do not brainus}, that mad 
dogs infe& us not with an Hydropho- 
bia by their venemous bitings ; that | 

wilde Oxen let| forth by carelefs 
and wicked Butchers do not gore us. | 
or Carts cruſh us, or damnable He- | 
Rors ſtab us ; or\that caſual arrows, | 
bullets,or ſtones do not diſpatch us, 
The memorial of ſuch a mercy ſtands 
upon the top ofthe Free ſchool and 
Alms-houſe at the South end of I/ling- 
ron, where Iron arrows are planted 
to ſignifie the gratitude of a poor | 
Milk Maid to Gods mercy, who up- 
on eſcape of an arrow that was ſhot 
into her clothes, yowed to build it if 
the role to an eſtate; and at length be- 
ing raiſed to the| degree of a Lady 
performed her vow. We ought to-be 
thankful that Coachmens whips do 
not- accidentally. ſcourge out our 
eyes. That in the days of general 
Trainings or publick Shows ſtrange 
drfaſters brings usnot-to the evenings 
of our hives. That meddling withun- 
concerning quarre's in the ring ofa | 
tumult, twiſt vs| no i1to Canger 
| through | 
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through our own folly 5 ſince' wiſe 


Solomon hath warned us, He that med- 519-26» 


leth with ſtxifg belonging not to him, ts " 
likg/ong that taketh a dog by the ears. 


{ When we ride that every,ſtep is not a 


path to the grave : that the Horſe 
ſtumble not, or the Waggon break 


J not, or the Coach overturn not. That 
$ we link not into unfenced Gravel-pits 


oyenyhelmed with quick-lands, over- 
flown with , waters, That Light- 
nings do not lick up our ſpirits, or hot 
Thunderbolts rend us in tunder. We 
ſhould reckon our mercies not by 
miles or hours, but by ſteps and mo- 
taents, When we come to our meals 
that ſitting refreſhes, when many by 
painful Fiſtula's pine away into Con- 
{umptions,and cannot repoſe their bo- 
dies into any grateful poſture. That 
we bring appetites to our Tables,and 
arenot.by cares and'vexations from 
abroad rendred ſnappiſh and .currith 
to a tender Wife and1weet obecient 
Children at home, and our ſtomachs 
ſtut with choler,unfit to cravea blel- 
ſing or receive it. That we have our 
lovely Vines to chear us and our OQ- 
live-plants about our Table to ſoften 
and 
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Pl. 128.4. and ſweeten our fpirits ; So ſhall rhe * 
»an be bleſſed that feareth the Lord. } 
That ſome of is behold our Tables } 
fpread with furniture from the Air, 
from the Seas and Rivers, from the 
Mountains and Valleys, from the 
Fold and Stall ; nay ſome with Olears | | 
from Spain,and curious rarities from | 
Turkey, Muſcovy,and both the Indies, Y| 
and ſerved up in| Porcellane Diſhes. I 
from Chrna,in Silyer from America, & ÞF 
Gold from Barbary, and 12 forts of 
wine in Venice glaſs from Jurgno, 
and yet like Feſurun wax fat and 
L. Lick. That any one of theſe curious 
5 Viands-meet not with an ill-habited 
| Scurvy in the blood,and eſpecially all 
confuſed together carry not thou- 
ſands from the Table to the Pillow,. 
and thence to the chambers of death. 
When at our meals what a mercy 
that every bit doth not ſtrangle us, 
fince ſtory remembers ſome to have | 
received their laſt| by a raiſin ſtone, 
a fly, a hair. When our dayly food | 
paſſing over the Laryns, the bridge |} 
that covers the wirdpipe,that it doth *' 
» Hotchoke us, as the rump of a Capon 
did the Earl of Colrain, Whenafter 
meals. Þ| 
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meals in our repoſe, or walking in 


| Gardens or Fields, no ſudden acci- 
I] dent attaches us, and: ſpoils Conco, 


ion. That when we have eat and 
drunk, that we can render our urine 
and uncover our feet, thouſands pe- 
riſh by ſtopping the chanels of Na- 
ture. Let's daily bleſs the Lord for 
Evacuations as well as Ingeſtion. It's 


wonderful. that; mens cutting thetr - 
| Hair tends not by diſtillations- on the 


Lungs to Conſumption, or by letting 
blgud that an-Artery be not cut, as 
{tome whotave loſt their Arms., Qr 
ſo inconfiderable- a thing as the cut- 
ting a Corndoes not rankle to death,. 
aS in the Lord Fairfax. 
When we ail upon Rivers or Seas 
Oh what mercy that the Veſſel foun- 
der not, that the Sands ſuck us not. 
m, nor the Rocks ſplit us, nor ſudden 
Guſts overturn-us, and wandering 
Pirats catch,-us' not; that he makes 
the waves to obey his word, and the 
ftormy wind to fulfill his pleaſure. 
When we converſe that Pride and. 


Paſſion do not entangle us,or Capti-: 


ous or Suſpicious tempers do not 
wreſt us to diſpleale or diftruſt our 
| ancient 


\ 


riumph Chap. 
ancient Friends or raiſe new Ene-'& 
. mies: 
When we ſleep that the Houſedo: 
not entonih us- by ſtormy blaſts; or 
lecret failing in the Timber. That 
fire by no. +; ſervants or other la- 
tent;cauſes, does not burnus tb aſhes, 
as the Merchant in Lothbury. 
2MunfGer, That Armies of Weatels, Rats, orifſt« 
Coſmog. p. Mixe, flo-not feaſt upon us,and knaw/YF 
606. © Oit 6dr bowels, asthey ditt to-Hacto 
that wicked Biſhop - Mentz. F 

| That we are| not ſcared by Vi 

mw 9-4 and terrified-by Dreams;z@nd Satths 


i || Chain let out | upon us. ,: It was they 
> | caſe of Zob, a/better perſon then pay 'F 
! of us. 
That ſudden Noiſe and Alaraas 0 
the night do not fright us to awakens 
ng, {0 hurtiul 'to the Animal ſpirits 
t-we can fleep quietly, ithat -heff 
sives/ his beloved reft. That ſome 
greater perſons'.are my by 
Muftck, and meaner- by the ſonnets 
of Birds near their = es, could weth 
but praife him with joyful lips whenfſo 
WC comfortably behold the mornings 
light. 
Of the innumerable evils theſe are 
ſome 
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Wome few touches, and the innumera- 
ble mercies that inſtead thereof we 
loYenjoy. -  O that man would learn to 
or Fpraiſe him for his wonderful works to 7/.109.8. . 
he children of men ! | 
Let's treat a little of the ſecond, 
he prevention of evils by affliftions, 
both the evil of ſin and danger. As 
0 fin, we ought to preſent. God'ava 
Father in aflitions. An uncberected 7rov. 29. . 
hild brings his parents: to! ſhame, 16» 
Veſhould ſhame Religion and our» 
Profeſſion, if God did-not oiten 
ge up eur ways with thorns, that :5/.2.6, 
e may ſearch out the- paths 'of ho» 
lineſs. It's a ſweet argument of Di _ 
ineLove. We weed the Gardens. 
herein we delight to walk, file off 
the ruſt of ufeful Inſtruments and 
efine the rugged Oar by the fire, 
and purge our own bodies from that 
eculency in the bowels, that might 
produce obſtructions. We loſe no- 
wFthing but droſs and corruption in the 
weftfire. Our Spiritual Phylician lets 
1enflout- nothing but impure bloud by 
ngFhis Phlebotomy. Nay ſometimes 
KGod prevents 11 by (in, preſerves 
f-om fouler fin3 by lefſer falls 4 and 
it 
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| it proves very. profitable to ſome ' 
proud and preſtmptuous ſpirits to 
fumble into ſin,| thereby receiving a 

check to their haughty; Nomachl, 

and cenſorious temp ay S ares rials | 
and aflittiohs imbitter {1fiful courſes. 

We are dangerouſly addited to. 
preſent enjoyments, and.to put con- 
fidence inthe arm of fleſh, and value 
the vanities of this Life. SanRified 
afflictions drive us from the World 
to God, teach us to live by Faith, 
warm the Spirit/in prayer, and whets 
prayer into crying, as. itdid to I4- 
jes, We uſuplly end up faint pray- | 
ers in times of proſperity, when: | 
Halcyon calms are upon our Taber- | 
nacles. In ſtormy times. we fly to- | 


our Rock,and mourn like holy doves Ji 


in the clefts of the Monntains : we: | 
are more mortihed to the World, 
weancd from troubleſom and peeviſh 
Relations, reliſh ſpiritual motions, 
and have a ſweet ſavour of the Pro- 
miſes upon the Souls palat, are for- |} 
tified againſt Death, and prepare 
for the Kingdom. We learn to bleſs | 
God for croſſes., who makes the | 
worlt. of a Chriſtian to work toge- | 
ther 
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I ther for the beſt of a Kingdom. We 
Jlearn to make peace, not ſo much 
 Ywith. the. Inſtruments; as God the 


\ Yprincipal caule.For, aflition:cometh 
\ not out; of zhe duſt, but drops down 
from Heaven ; and theretore piouſly 
rurn the eye and the heart to him 
that ſmiteth. Not to fight with the 
Rod, or bite at the Stone, as carnal 
| perſons. but to be very humble and 
ſeriouſly penitent like Hezekiab,who 
chattered like a Crane under his 
{orgows, but went ſoftly, ( as in 


Sackcloth and;Afſhes) all his days;and' 


(like David) not onely pray for 7.51.10, 


preſert pardon, but for a free ſpirit 
Ito walk holily in time to come. No 


-% SI 


1 
| Iea 


ging mercy begs, .eſtabliſhin 


falſe' heart can truly deſire prevent- 


Sracc , as the tweet Singer of 


el after 


cleanſing and pur- 
s grace. 


That- repentance | in ſicknels is al- 
ways. ſincere, : which hungers / after 
grace more truly then it - bankers 


" 


after recovery, knowing that the 


Jend of the Rods diſcipline is ther: 


Jaccompliſhed. 


1 Laſtly, as to danger , both tempo= 
Jral and eternal.; What's the Life 


| 


0 


The- inmp * Chap.HI-? 
of Man but a Sea (of dangers ? what's' 
the Mercy of God but the haven of | 
deliverance ? Every afMlitionſhould 
be a Memorial'of the' day. of Judg= 
ment, and teach- men to call-their 
ways to account, and cſteem all to 
be mercy ſo he. fave us at laſt. Many 
by fin bring the - affliction in kind, 
ſhorten their own days, cut off the 
thread with their own Knives, and 
put out the candle of Life with their 
own Extinguifhers. God ſantifies 
the approches of ſuch bitter dangers 
to a ſight of corruption, and to ſaving 
repentance before the'dying hour, to 
ſuch as- are ele according; t& the 
purpoſe of grate: - Good''meri'may! 
be judged of the Lord; may'drink of | 
bitter cups, as|the Corimthians were: 
fick, and weak,|and ſlept, for unwor- Þ ; 
thy receiving ;\that they might not |, 
be condemned [and periſh with” the Il ;j 
world: We mulſt'learn to: juftifie Þ] , 
God, yea to praiſe him here for afli:f & 
tions; for which hereafter we ſhall Fj 
fully glorifie him. Our troublelon'Fs 
pilgrimage muſt be tweetned with-Jl / 
tongs of praiſes to him who crowns I {; 
our ' pricktes with roles, and plants'yf a, 

| We, our 


—— © © Q _ tro % >= * 5134 — 2 & a, * 


2» Qs £22 


« JChap.NT. 


of” Merty. | 
our low Vallics with fragrant mirtles, 
and at tength will beautifie our mu- 
ſing temples with Diadems of joy and 
glory; For all his ways zre like a Fa- 
thers full bf mercy and truth, to ſuch-.4s 
keep his Commandments and Teſtimo- 
mes. 

To conclude : Such is the divine 


I grace, that the bittereſt potions of 
{ this life are given to_ prevent the 


deadly draught of nhe Stygian Lake 
of Hell. Nay, in this day how many 
of the Saints affliftions have been ri- 
ſes and, preparatives for. greater” 
mergys. Patient Foſeph firſt dragged. 
his irons in priſon before he, was 
drawn in Pharas's ſecond Chariot, 


8 and adorned with chains of Gold. . 


The ſtrongeſt ſtormes often , pre- 


J cede the moſt ſunſhine calms, and 


when winds blow higheſt they ſcatter 
the thick Clouds with greater vehe- 
mency. The darkeft calamity of the 


*L Church uſhers in the moſt glorious: 
J times. It was ſo in Ezypt, Babylon,and 


Shuſhan, and after ( the Decumanus 
ſhrug) the tenth perſecution roſe up 
amous Conſtantine, and fo it ſhall be 
again. The laſt ſtroke of Papal ſury 
in. 
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in the ſtate of the Witneſſes burial, 
ſhall open a door: for their riſing and 
aſcent to a Heayen of Church Ordi- 
nances, and outward Grandeur never 
to be conquered or oppreſſed more. 
Out of her Cinamon aſhes ſhall ariſe | 
a new and moſt ]|tiſtrious Phanix, to 

fly with delicious Songs through the 

whole Wyrid. 


,C HIAP. IV. 
The excellency and pleaſantneſs 
of preventing mercys. 
He Rainbow- of the Heavens 
knows not more rare and de- 
lightful colours, then the rainboy | 
of the Covenant, under which our 
Rev. 4. 3. Saviour hath placed his Throne. The | 
beauty of a picture ſhines in variety : 
which ſets ſuch|a delicious and plea- 
ſant luſtre upon proſpeRts and Land- | 
ſhapes, where Hills and Dales, 
Woods and Plains, Rivers and Seas, Y 
Caſtles and Cities, and: the carcaſes 
of ancient ruines and hanging Rocks, 
are curiouſly drawn by the Pencil 
of nature. Nay the ſweet ſinger of! 


 IRD: LY.» _ DT ZFFTE by. 2 4. 
Iſrael depaints the Churches garments ?/. 45.14. 
Ec opere  Phrygionico, like. Foſeph's I 
Coat with changeable Silks, and the . 
er Y * greens of gold compared with the If. 68. 
J flowing colours that wave in thenecks av 7 
ſe 4 of Doves. The Evangelical Prophet Woe $a 
ro Þ and the boſome Diſciple build up the ;2, © 
16 Þ Towers of Zim, the ſtreets and walls 
of the new Feru/alem with Saphires, 
Carbuncles, Agats, and pleaſant 
= I ſtones; &lay the pavement of that glo- 
rious City with malleable tranſparent 
Gold. There is nothng renders our 
ſs preventing mercys {o illuſtrious and 
glittering in glory as their wonderful 
ns & changes and fucceſhve varieties in all 
e- Þ ages and times of life. When we firſt 
w | hung on the breaſts of our Mothers; 
ur I we ſuckt in the ſweet nectar of pfe- 
he F venting mercy : wedrew ourmilk out 
/ : #. of the milky way in Heaven. Yea, as 
a- | prudent Phyſicians cure an infant by a 
d-f potion to the nurſe, thus hath our 
s , | gracious God by hidden means tranſ- 
s, 4 mitted frequent cures to hidden ma- 
es I} ladies. How hath our youth flowed 
Ss, with fragrant mercics, and riper 
cilY years ſmelt delicioaſly like a Gart Car, 4. 
den of Pomgranates? How hath the 13. 
good 
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goodneſs of God crowned- gray-hairs ; 
with a wreath| of holineſs, honour, WM. 
and happineſs ? |How have the loving W 
Angels carried| ſome triumphant to 
Heaven,who feared their {etting/in a 
dark cloud of horrour and deſpair ? 

Let's take ſome turnes in this Gar- 
den of Eden,..and,cyc_the curious | 
walk of ſecret, ſudden, *”and various | 
mercies. | 

i. Secret mercies, whereof ſome # 
are never fully known in this-life; like 
mazes and labyrinths and cloſe ar- 

:bours, which the vultures eye could 
—*never diſcern : ſtrange and unforeſeen 
deliverances, whereof enſuing pro- | 
vidences have made. beautiful difco- } 
verics as Saul \and his men went .on | 
one {i de of the Mountain, when Da- } 
vid eſcaped on the other im the Wil-' 
derneſs of arr. Some have been þ 
preſerved by a Cobweb, others by a Þ| { 
Hen laying of eggs , others by ſhoals I fi 
of filhe in time of great perſecution. | d 
When afflictions themſelves have I { 
been Seminaries of mercy, and the IF ri 
dark and ſtormy ſhowers of April tt 
have rained down flowers of favour, ci 
and plentiful crops of ſummer delive- if m 
Fances, 2.Sud- } 
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3 2. Sudden mercies' m-plunges of 
g diſtreſs, When - the Church . hath 
dream't of nothing but drinking the 
Wine of aſtoniſament, yet awakned 
a © at the brink of ſtreams in the South; 
> & How hbavethe Saints been ſupported, 
'- J ſuſtained, enlightned ? How. have 
1s & doors opened.gn a ſudden, and Iron 
1s 'F ſhackles been ſtruck of by Angels,and 
Jaylors bathed, with their tears the . 
c #] prints of theig,awn ſtripes? How have | 
e © the oars ſtruck light in a dark tem- . 
r- Y peſt, and the Ships we fail in ploughed 
d Yup ſparkles from the briny billows of 
n Uthe Ocean in a ſtormy. night, there 
>- If being a native fire in/falt, from which. 
>- F the rapid motion, hath extrafted 
n i} light ? AMiRtion it ſelf hath taught 
;- F a way, to the haven of delivcrance. 
[-' Nay uſually, when we begin to be 
n { willing and humble and patient, to 
a Þ fet down by the afMlition,and to con- 
Is Þ ſider Gods gracious dealings in the-. 
n. || depths of correction, to erect us info 
'e | ſome ours, cheerful, and admi- 
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ic NI ring thoughts, that it is not worle, 
il Fthat thoulands drink of more bitter 
r, cups,and all out of hell is ſtupendious 
e- ff mercy. Many times the wind of Di. 

f vine 
: 


UM 


vine favour blows from a freſh cor- 
ner,and our feet/are ſet upon the rock 
that is higher then us. 

. New and various mexcies. God 
ſeldom delivers in the ſame methods. 
There was never the ſame face of 


Heaven from the Creation to this | 
day. The aſpects, clouds, and wea- f 
ther do always vary, as the ſhells on 
the Sea-ſhore,and the pebble-ſtones, | 


none exactly alike. No/yeins on the 


handback, no lines in the palm, no | 
features in the millions of taces, no? 
voices from the windpipe, no gate in | 
the poſtures of walking, but if curi- þ 
ouſly obſerved do differ to admirati-} 
on. No temptations, no graces, no} 
aMfifions, and| no deliverances are} 
fully conformed to an union. We! 
have new ſongs for every mo-] 
ment, had we (hearts to tune them. 
When Gods wildom takes one Mmer- 


cy away, his beneficent bounty ſends 
another. When ſome ſetting Stars 
dip their flaming rays in the Weſtern 
Occan, new ones glitter in the Eaſt. 
Never «did the ſame water bubble 
from the ſame fountain : but as God 
is the inhexſtlauſtible ſpring of 

new 
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amiable Mercies: Sowe 

find he adorns the Out-rooms of 

the World, and the Chambers of the 

Tabernacle of his Church, with the 

Diaperand Tapeſtry-hangings of the 

curious Needlework of his Provi- 

dence. Such Wiſdom dwells with 

Prudenee, and finds out ——_ Pro. 3.12s 
of witty Inventions. Ne 

pm. oe of Art , andthe cunning 

devices 'of Artificers are from God : 


the ſwarthy Plow-man derives his 1ea- I[. 28.26. ; 


ſons and management of his Lands ; 


I Tillage, and Culture from Heaven: 


The Wemen-thar ſit at the Wheel , zx:4. 35, 


J turn itabout bythe direftionof God, 25, 25, 
F for the Ornaments of the Taber- | 
J nacle: The Weaver, the Embroy- 


derer, and the ingenious Lapidary, 
karnt all in the School which isabove 


$ the Stars ; the moſt admirable of all z,,4 35s 


Inventions have dropt into the Fancy 35. 
from the'Celeftial Intelligence. For 
what the vain, unthankful world calls 
caſualty, is a graft upon the minds 
of Men, cut from'the Trees of Para- 
diſe. Accident is the Mother of far 
more excellent Inventions than In- 
duſtry. : Glaſs was found out by the 
C Tyrian 
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— a The Triamihd Ch "en 
”  Pchd. Yr. Tyrian Merchants, when boyling or- © 

+  81.2.c. broyling their 'Meat upon lumps: of | 
17416 - Nitre on the Sands of the River Belwe. | 
Coſmegr, * Gun-powder was found out by a 
1.1.c.173, Monk, A. 1354. and Printing by a 
174» Souldier, A. 1440. and the Mine- 
+1 rall Spaw at T wnbriaze by a Page : 
Hercules and thouſands of the like which were 
his Dog, as pleaſant to.recite, did they not over- 
25 ſtoried twell the proper place. And ſhall we 
mm PolUX, not think that infinite wiſdom cannot 


I. o . * / . » 
Tait © always preſent |new and raviſhing 


Offices firſt Wonders of Mercics upon the Stage, | 
primed A. from him whois unconceiveable in 
1466.Sal- counſel, and as admirable in work- . 


# ing? Whenweftudy in this Libra- | 
4x ry, we ſtill find conn, oe and new 
246. Editions 5 we fail upon new Coaſts , | 
and fee new Stars as in the Southern 
Hemiſphere , and enjoy anew ſet of 
Creatures,and ſmell at many Leagues -- 

diſtant fragrant odoriferous Sents 5 : 

as, of Cinamon from the Moun- 

tains of Ceylon in India ; of Roſemary 

from Spain; Cedar from Lebanon , 

that perfume the very thoughts af a 

Saint ; and the further we travel, the ! 

more delicious are the ſurging Tops 

of the Hills of Canaan ; and the more | 

| WE 


we taſte, the more ſurpriſing ſweet- 
Y neſs aſtoniſhes our Palates : like the 
Queenpine in Brbadoes,that ſupplies 
and tranſcends expectation with new 
and rafive favours , and tunes our 
vocal Inſtruments for new Songs to 
bear a part with the Harmony of An« 
gels for ever. 


CHAP. V. 


Of the Inſtruments uſed for con- 
wveyance of theſe Mercies. 


VFX Hand preſents our 
Mercies , or wholoever's 
Heart was inclin'd to hand them , 
all owes from the grand Original - 
 - YEvery Mercy is the Fruit of the 
J Thoughts of God. When Dawd pr... wn 
was poor and needy, Gods thinking "= 
upon him enrich'd his Spirit. But In--+ 
ſtruments muſt have their due place 
in our reſpe& and reverence, lince 
y God honours them. They were , , 
| Galden Pipes that convey'd Golden |," 
J Oyl in Zechary.; Heavens Ay 
C2 ors 
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dors deferve Angelical Salutations; 
remembring what's due to Servants 
without prejudice to Divine Glory; 
who bends and inflects the hearts of 
of men to thew that Benevolence, 
whuch paſſes through them asa River 
between its Banks , but ſprings from 
the infinite Fountain of Divine Mer- 
cy. Few, or no Enjoyments but 
have their enamelled means and me- | 

| thods of Providence; and when its 

Ezek, 1c, Beryl Wheels\move towards us full 

13 of Eyes and Glory, we may cry out 

EY with admiration of God, O Wheel !! 
S\ -: Our Health , Beauty , Feature,] 
Strength, good Name, Eſtate, Utte- 

Tance, or. any |other Endowments 0 

Soul or Body, are the Produ&Ft o 
Divine Love, though ſecond Caules 
may intervene; for thoſe very caules 
have their Creatiotr , Motion , -and; 

"Pf. 129.3, Diretion , and Succeſs from God. 
EN, Children are (the Heritage of the} 

" Lord,and yetthefruir of the Worab,} 
Prov, 18. by his Reward, He that finderh a 
ca_ Vertnuous Wife ( as if by caſualty) 
obtaineth favorur ofthe Lord by the 
Deſignation 'of Heaven,” Whoever 
wiſhes,he reccives thoſe wiſhesdropt 
into 


3 Þ into his Heart from higher influence. Gen. 
JF And faithful Ebezer muſt be called 31+ _. © 
3 © the Bleſſed of the Lord , when he , 
Y knocks. at the Door and brings the 
Tidings. The Preſents which David 
{ent from the Spoils of Amalck to his 
Friends, though taken from his Ene- 1 $am.30%. 
mies, yet were given of the Lord. 25 
Senders and Meflengers may vary , - 
J but all comes from Heaven. God is 
its pleaſed ſometimes to fend an Olive- 
Branch by the Hand of a Dove to 
Noah ; Food by the Mouth of a Ra- 
vento Zliyahat Cherich., and ſome- 
_ times by a-Jay to others: ſometimes a 
Star paiſcy before the Zabis, the 
Wilſemen of the Eaſt, and enlightens 
themto Bethlcherr, and otherwhile an 
Angel is employed to the Prophet at 
Rithmeh; and many times the Me- 
thods of great Mercies are deep and. 
mtricate," and ye can never dive to 
the bottom of Wiſdoms Ocean. The 
$ ſtately River Ne riſes from a latent 
head, and the foundations of Faraous 
Cities are under ground. The Great 
and Holy God- ſometimes ſtirs up 
the Hearts of Relations, ,moſt times 
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that ſtory of a good Woman at Sand- 
= impriſoned by the Major for a 
Religious Meeting , and being askt 
by him how ſhe would do in Priſon 
being poor? She reply'd, 7 ſerve 
ſuch a Maſter, that rather than I ſhall 
farve, I ſhall be fed from your Table. 
The Magiſtrates Wife overhearing 
her confidence in God, ſent _ 
day ER from the Majors houſe 
a portion of Meat for about three 


Weeks, being the time of her Re- | 
ſtraint. So that whatever are the 


Meotives in the Hearts of inferiour 
Agents, ſtill the Supreme and Hea- 
venly Cauſe is to be eyed with Ado- 
ration and Worſhip. Many may un- 
willingly profitus, we then owe not 
the benefit to them, but the great 
Incliner , the Soveraign Mover of 


Hearts. Letus/\not trouble our Spi- | 
rits about that queſtion, Q#o animo? | 


with what deſign their Favoursare 
calculated to our uſe. Ignoble Spi- 


rits may perform ſome noble Aftions | 
upon a ſuperſtitious or vaingtorious | 


am; as to merit Heaven, to gain ap- 
; plaule, 


| d to 
help and favour his People. Rare is | 
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o Þ plauſe, to reſtrain. the. barns pf 
-; © Conſcience, to ſtop the Mouth- of 
Reprovers, and. to oblige men to 
their humours, or ſome baſe intrigue 
or other. - Of all perſons, Miniſters 
ſhould be moſt ſagacions, and the : 
Seers of the Temple muſt be blind in 
ſuch Emergencies. When ſordid 
tempers cxact difficult Secrecies for 
a little pelf, .while themlſclves ſpend 
ten times more on a bale luſt; like 
thoſe that fat their Horles for a i= 
ding., or their Slaves at A{zrer for 
J to-iell in. the Market at a higher 
Rf Price: Homznes venalis anime, that 

| ”T and ſeil their ſouk for advantage; 
are meer Merchants of all the 
Benefits they exert to others. Some 
Mens Favours are like . Chryſtal 
Glaſſes, of a curious frailty, every. 
Spider of ſuſpicion cracks them. He: 
that ponders too much upon the Pi- 
blican return of his benefits, grati-; 
I fies the trade of gain and covetoul-. 
J neſs, not his Conſcience to.God, of 
the genuine good of others. There: 
be many that take a- pride to be. 
hen they let fa'ls- 
few drops of charity upon famiſhed. 
C 4 pover- 
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Thine u their forward bounty, and 
make their Cock crowat the ſcratch- 
ing out aſew Corns from their loſty 
Dunghills ; that can empry their la- 
den Stomachs into China Diſhes,and 
hang Jewels and Pearls, the price of 
whole Cities,-ypon their Ears; and 
veſt themſelves with the Tribute of 
large Territories, and make as great 
a noiſe in ſcattering their Offals- a- 
mong the Poor, as when the Kuſſian 
Emperor blows his Trumpet after 
Dinner ; and all the World muft 
know when they give that which 
their- high-fed Lap-curs many times 
refuſe. They'le wear Silk Garments 
/ ike the Roman Matrons, of ſuch a 
fine Web, that neither their Bo- 
dies are defended from weather, nor 
their Chaſtity from obſervation. but 
think much of a few Rags to cover 
a poor Lazarm at the Door. God | 
gives them Hundreds by the Year, | 
and they carry ſingle Pence in their 
Pockets, or brafs Farthings, to buy 
off the Clamoury of Conſcience. But 
yet ſuch as are inward Enemies to : 
ixrue Evangelical Charity, ſhall be 
| Inſtry- 
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OUS. 
But when Inſtruments a gene- 
rouſly,like wiſe Stewards of the ma- 
nifold Talents of Gods'Mercies,they 
are to. be highly eſteemed, like the 
Gold Ring that encompaſſes an O- 
rient and Sparkling Diamond : They - 
are” to be nouriſhed and cheriſhed 
like the Doves of | Aleppo , to whole 
Feet the Miſoyes and Letters of 
Merchants are tyed for ſpeedy con- 
veyance. Embaſſadors are bacred 
Perſons, and are tobeſacredly hand-": 
led. The very Feet- of them that 
bring glad tidings of Peace.and Mer- 
cy, are to be wafht. and. anointed |» 
with Oy!, and counted beautiful. 
There's aGlory ſhines upon the Sar - 
dals of them 'who. come: down from 
Heaven; ., and we ought to crown 
the Footſteps of the Meſſengers of 
Heavenly Favours, with Branches 
of Olives; and the perſons. tent back 
to Heaven with grateful Acclamati- 
Cs 


conſort - with the” Hoſt of Angels, 


 praiſmg the Divine Beneficence. 


at" 


CHAP, VI. 


T he Beneficial, Improvement of 
ſnaden and unexpetted Mer- 
CES. 


WM Mercies ſpeak 
wonderful Language , and 
call alond for admirable and joyful 


Ceturns. Leffons ſung to Shoshan- 
2ims,the ſeven-ſtring'd Inſtruments of 
Adoration and Honour. Let's hear 
the raviſhing Muſick in theſe ſeven 
fucceeding Chapters , that may be 
cordial” to the very, Hearts of An- 


gels. | 

1. Of the excellency of Love under 
the fenſe of Mereies. 
2. The Honourable Duty of Grats- 
rude. Kew 


Name for his Munificence. 
| 4. The Anatomy and Unbowelling 
#f Secret Mercis. 5- The 


\. The Exaltation of the Divine | 


le a "ac ww on was ed ws 


wy + Mm« az .i> + A cod 


mui 


my 


1 OB ww BY 


PR BIS wp 


TRY 


5." The Ingenuous meltings for fud-. 


BY den Sins... ; 


6. The ſoftning Leniment of ſudden: 
oWws. , 

7: The Contemplation of the--per- 
manent MUercies4n Heaven. 

I ſhall begin with the Firſt, and 
treat it. as the Subject of this Chap- - 
ter, what an excellent Frame of Spi- 
rit-is kindled by the ſenſe of Mercies. 

The moſt noble and generous aye 
is that which ſtreams from. Heaver, 
to ingratiate the hearts of Enemies ; 


by Springs of munificence, to {weeten 


Y the tarteſt and ſowreſt tempers; to . 


break Flints upon Pillows, to melt 
adamantine hearts inthe warm blood 
of affeftion,. to lead Lyons in Chains 
pf Gold , and tame Hyrcanian Ty- 
gers into Doyes. Maſculine and 
Heroick Love changes the frame, 
and. alters the conſtitution and tex- 


ture- of hoſtile Hearrs. Sulpicion., Suſpicions... © 


which is the very Bane and Poylon of 
Love, is by this Art fermented int6 
a brisk., volatile,: and balfamick\ Li- 


4 quor. To ſtand upon the Guard and 


watch, to eye and try, is but. a femis 
nineand childiſh-trifling-z to ſubdug 
others - 


4 a. 4 


"0 © Fhe In  Chap.VEY 
| »thers by kindneſs, is God-like ; to 
melt the Rocks of Cexcaſus by flames 
from Heaven.Weak and low-ftatur'd 
Love inſiſts upon the catch, and {6 
becomes touchy and waſpiſh , puts 
ſorthits captious ſting at every buzz 
| of falle Flatterdrs and Backbiters : 
#1-27.16- Noble Love is like the Ointment of 
the right hand, which bewrays itſelf; 
like a foft River of Oyl that runs 
down ſpecdily in a dire Chanel of 
inclination into the Ocean of enjoy- 
ment. He that can command his Kove 
when attrated| by the Magnetick | 
Influence of genuine Friendſhip, has 
but little true love under his Obe- 
dience. 
Suſpicion and Diftruſt grows upon 
the Root of a weak Love : Generous iſ 
and Noble Spirits had rather be de- 
ceived than diſtruſt. True Love 3s 
I-Cor. 15-not eafily provoked and thinks no 
5 evil ; it beareth, believeth, hopeth, | 
and endureth /all things. To lay} 
heavy load, upon ſudden conjeRures, 
is to tread upon; quick fands, - and } 
walk among the 1:ſh Bogs- Such a | 
Friend did not {9- courteoufly falute | 
me inthe ſtreet z did not invite-me 
» among 
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mgWUhers, brake off his 
Mi; not-ſo pleaſantly , 
and turn'd'% y out of my com- 


any. 4 | 

, Suſpicion blinds the underſtanding, 
and is. a Cloud that an evil temper 
turn'd uponthe Sun of affeRion. *1t 
caſt Eve out of Paradiſe , andleads 


fretful perſons into deſarts full of 


Bryars and Thorns ; It miſchieves 
the owner, and preſents to himſelf 


a Cup, to drink up his own Poylon. pyo.c; | 
That Perſon is held with the cords. of Wh 


ſin, and may complain with Eve, The 
Serpent within hath decerved 'me. 
When Mencan out-wit the Devil in 
Policy, and be too ftrong for Divine 
Juſtice , then uy may walk in the 
ſhades of this Fools Paradiſe. Men 
never gainby, the ill bargain of Suſpi- 
cion,. but at laſt their very thoughts 


will upbraid them with weakneſs and 


ke ſlender twine-thread of Su- 
fpicion: We need aDove-like {yn- 
plicity, and a benign cſtimate of eve- 
ry Accident. Words miſplac'd muſt 
not hurry our raw” conjettures mato 


paſſions. It's the ſign of an evil tem: - 


per 


EIA gh ch /nS 59S; te” 
Bib TD; 2 * 


per to conſtrue the worſt, wiltimir 
Glofs may be more {weetly,: truly , 
anddecently given. Believe nothing- 
but what's manifeſt ; uſe both your 
ears and your heart too-, before you 
whet your tongue; and when ſug-- 
geſtivns once appear to be vain, chide: - 
your too frequent credulity. Be not 
haſty to conceive an- injury, leſt you 
bring forth a-lye ; the frequency of 
{elf-rebuke through experience will 
pare away ſudden reflections. Let 
not little touches and ſmall ſcratches 
fet youina flame of anger. . Becauſe 
your drink is not warm enough, or 
your ſervant flow, |or the Table tot- 
ters alittle at *Meat, or the Dooris 
not preſently ſhut, to be in a ſcurvy. 
Feaver of wrath;betrays dirty blood 
and fordid- ſpirits within. ' Becauſe 
a Flea ora Fly troubles yuu,/ or apot 
falls, ora pipkin boyls over, 'or-a/ 
glaſs broken,or'children make a noiſe; 
Or a thing is miſplac'd'; or —_— 
people cough,or (as Myndyrides) be- 
caule the roles bi r5-ale little 
doubled, to be -in'a rage;- ſhews ia 
proud, weak, and effeminate Spirit,; 
deſerves the rebukes of filence, on 

f deſerting . 
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3 d their company as unfit 
humane converſe. - Some -perſons 
have Souls good for little but to falt 
their bodies, and-exerciſe the graces 
of others, and arealive by provi- 
dence for increaſe of wiſdom -, pa- 
tience, and pardoning mercy in their 
Alliances : Like Vermine fibeile to 
do miſchief, and: whet mens fancies 
todevite traps and ginsto catch them; 
{pend their days in trifles to ſpin pe= _ 
riſhing Webs,. catch Flies , and tpir* - 
their Venom. 

Let's turn our eyes from miſe- 
rable deplorable. forlorn Creatures, 
to him whoſe Throne is in the Hea- | 
vens, and counts it a condelcending ?/. 1136. 
humilixy to behold the Is. A ” 
hiswotks praiſe him, and his Saints hd 
bleſs him. "Lets ſet out the glory of 
his Excalency, and admire the ope- 
ration of his hands with heart and 
tongue. Weare too like the poor 
Diſciples that wondered at: the I 
Marble-buildings of the Temple; are My Te 
theſe things fit for- a Saints wonder ? ** 
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Lets: adorn our-time by'comparing 
Precepts michProvdene. The rule 


of his Wiſdo 


. 


ith its produ&t. and 
fue. 
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iſſue, and narrowly eſpy.how God 
glorifies every Attribute in the ma- 
nagement of Heaven and Earth, Pro- 
vidence comments on the Text of 
Prudence, and delights in Mercy 
and Love as the/Iffue of his own glo- 
' rious Bowels. What ſtirred up Di- 
vine Wiſdom to / ptot the mutual 
ki of Righteouſneſs and Peace 
compaſſion towards periſhing man ? 
when Angels fell from Heaven with- 
out recovery, yet according to the 
_ Multitade- of his  tendey' Mercies , 
[Wombs full of Mercies] hath blot- 
ted out our tranſgreſſions. Let us be 
inflamed with Love to God', that ' 
ſwcetly provides for our bodies out : 
of his Store houle from the Air and - 
Woods, from Seas and Rivers, from 
Hills and Plains; not only for neceſ- 
fey, bur delight andornament, with- 
ing nothing from us that's good 

for grace or glory. Butthe Maſter- 
piece, the Top, the Flower of love 
ſhines forth in the beauty. of Goſpel- | 
Mercy. Lets dwell in the. Femple 
of Meditation upon the infimte Love” 
efGod in Chriſt, till our hearts ee © 

- | enlarged 
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affetion, ſervice and praiſe ; when 
Divine Love is the Fountain of ours, 
we ſhall need no other argumentsof 
bounty to Saints , than the ſweet 
apprehenſion of his Love tous, We 
need no motives from Plato, Tully , 
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al Y or. Seneca, who range up and down . 
-6 & the Mountains, of Fancy , and tire 
pf & their Pens to inforce particular Du- 
2? i ties. That. one Topick of Pau ſuf- 


tices us , The Love of Chriſt conſtrat- 2 Cor. $. 
neth me. That love which is called 14- 
by Solomen, the Flame of God, Cant. 8. 6. 
I ſhall enlarge no-further than a 
few points fromtheſe 3 Springs of 
conſideration, Whence we are, what 
weare doing, and whether tending.- 
1.We came(ſay fome)fom the red 1, 
elay in the Valley of Damaſcus, and 
tend toward the pale earth in the 
caves of Hero. Nay,we crept out of 
the boſom of nothing,& are leſs.than 
monk and vanity, to compare with X40 i 
the Holy one that form'd us, andare 
able to do nothing without his Aid 
in whom we live, move, and have gur 
being; and ſhall ſuch nothings be 42.17.28. 
proud of any thing ? RR 
tnat 
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that imot 
ceived, muſt te returned to the ac- 
count of the Heavenly Donor in Joy 
and Praiſe. [20 « 


+: > 
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2, We are the Pictures of Old |} 


Adam drawn to the life by the Pencil 
of Satan, and fin is inſpired into us 
by his venemous breath ,and inflam'd 
to luſtafter every red-cheek'd apple 
of Sedom ;, proud of every Fig-leaf , 
and jet it abont in Aprons made of 
the skins of Sacrifices, ſporting in 
our own ſhame, caſt down. at the 
wagging of every Leaf: Guilt makes 
us tremble at every buſh. Rejoyce 
not ſpiritually in any mercies, can 
neither a good nor bear evil ; 
ſtumble at ſtraws, and ſhrink at eve- 
ry filly taunt againſtGod and Holi- 
neſs, quake atthe loſs ofa few ſhil- 
lings for any pure Ordinance or truth 
of Chriſt. O miferable Man, who 
ſhall deliver us! | Had not the Day- 


' ſpring from on high vifited us , we 


had funk into the bottom of wo. and 
miſery. 

3; Weare paſſing creatures, and 
whether tend all our glittering ſhows 
but to duſt and rotteneſs ? The 

| Scheme 


received ? and what's re- * 
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Scheme and Pageantry ofthis World 


it whirls away in a moment, and at 
judgement are fſtript of af, but 
ſhame and confuſion; what ſhould 


J puffus up and blow this bladder of 


pride, which is prickt with the leaſt 
pin of Divine diſpleaſure, and we 


© 


vaniſh away. Let's admire . and-** 


adore free prace, that hath openeda 
way through the blood of ſprinkling 
into the Holy of Holies, andalways 
contemplate and apply the magnifi- 


cent Gift of Righteouſneſs, which 


infinite Love hath conſigned to us, 
that Mercy and Truth may follow 
us all our days, and we dwell inthe 
Houſe of the Lord for ever. 
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CHAP, VILE 


The honourable Duty of 1 
Gratitude. : 


'G OD-isthe Supreme Lord Pa- 
ramount of Heaven and Earth, 
and therefore the higheſt Homage is 
due to his Name, All Rivers ipri 
from, and ſwim into the boſom of. 
the Qcean. The Sun-beams refleQ 
I OY 
nt rs perfume the 1wect. 
3g which > on,  All-muft 
be received with thankſgiving 3 and 
being thus ſan&ified, prove double 
Mercies. Every enjoyment muſt turn 
to improvement. our comforts muſt 
be exalted into helps; the Yrarica 
and Supports of 6ur Pilgrimage while: þ 
Travelling with Peace-Offerings to- 
wards Zorn. 
We muſt. prevent God by early F 
Pf. 57+ 8. Praiſe as well as Prayer : The God of | 
Pſ. 60.10. my Mercy ſhall prevent me , ſings Da- 
' M9: 147-44; and eyery Child of David muſt 
| prevent 
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prevent God his Songs. 
Fehoſaphat hoes God with & ; cx; 
ftruments of Mutick before his Deli- 20. 21. 
verance. Faith muſt tune an @mpluey, = 
a Pſalm of Vitory before the Tri- * 
umph. Praife is the ingenious Mo- 
ther of future mercies : As the Vir- 
gin Mary lang at Hebron before the 
birth of her -Son at Berhlebers : O 746, 1.46, 
— Contention between Mercy 
an 
The Eye ofMan has a Muſcle, 
which Anatomiſts call the Zevaror to 
help him to look up to Heaven: A 
vicobel Muſcle  Unthankful per- 
ons 'cut out that excellent Organ, 
and corrupt the Chryſtalline humour 
of their memories by tears and .po- 
mg too much downward upon their 
ictions, Many mens mercies 
through ill di eſtion ferment into 
Bane and _— As the leamed Zwelfer : 
Zwelfer, late byſician to the Empe-Appen,ad 
rour Leopold , tells us of a Nob — . 
German, almoſt lain by the poyflers 7 
1 ofPearl, Coral , and other Cordial ;,, ah 
Sperres: that which ſhould have che- 
riſhthis Spirits, wrought towards a 
dry' : + Many like Feſ- 
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Borrichus 
de Egypt. 
fo 292, 
Fol. 14. þ. 
2 39s 


ran wax fat with mercies, 


lean in praiſes, and kick with "that 


ſtrength which\mercy givesthem,and 
trample on thoſe bowels that rowl 


towards them|; like great mens ſto- 


machs ſurcharged with dainty viands, 
grow fick and tqueezy,over-eat their 
appetite, and| confound concoction 
with various mixtures of fleſh & fiſh 
& luxurious Sauces; & then complain 
of ſplenetick fumes and fluſhes : Like 
Iſrael quarrel at Quails and make 
light at Manna, while qualms and 
maukiſh flegm and bitter choller 
flings up from their Hearts. Un- 
grateful perſons are the Grave of 
mercies , and often caſt up their 
rotten matter. It's an Argument of 
a vitious ſtomach, to turn wholeſome 
food into lower humours. Hermes 
after wine took a grain/of Maſtick or 
Frankincenſetg hinder itscoagulation 
into Tartar : And Arnoldns orders 
Bacllum to be taken with Scammony, 
to preſerve the bowels from Ulcers. 
After Kindnefſes we ſhould take 
in Medicines| againſt Ingratitude. 
There be many black inſtances of 
this baſe and |\degenerous Temper. 

| Sriferl 
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his /nfamons Scutcheon pourtrayed by 
Borrichix4 , but for three moſt me- 
morable; in betraying Stagrre his 
Native City, in ſcorning at Plato his 
excellent Tutor, and for dipping his 
finger in a delign of poyloning Alex- 
ander his munificent Prince. 

Another was that of the lean and $60. i, 
pale Brutus, to whom (being found Czlar.c. 
among the bloody Conſpiratours in 52+ 
the Senate-houſe) Ceſar replycd , *!9t- 
$0 6 exeipey x) 0v TIKvo, , What thou 
among them,What thou my Son? Being 
deemed his natural Off ſpring by 
Servilia the Siſter of Cato. 


A third may be that Nobleman, Wigan- | 
who being near death by a dangerous us pre- 


bleeding at noſe, was cured withthe 75: 


bloud red Burnet by a German Do- ;1grz, 
or, but denyed him his Reward , 
becauſe the Herb was found neer 
his own Palace. Were not others 
of a more noble genizs , it might 
ſhrink beneficence into a Muſhrome, 
and blaſt the Flower of Love with a 
nitrous Eaſt Wind into the Duſt, _. 
Such wrctches are like the bWaſtly _ 2 
Capremulgi in e/Elian, that {i the ,, 0. * 
poor 


Herb. Bo- - 


mouths ſhrivel anddry up their Ud- JF 
ders,- that they never givemilk more. Ft 
Impadence is the Fruit of Ingrati- Þ t 
tude, and genders to all manner of } © 
lewdneſs. po \ 
>< Gratitude is a high piece of juſtice, 
and feaſts the owner with a joyfut I Þ 
Conſcience. A thankful,and cheer- I} Þ 
ful perſon walk together, and is a BY 
FRud Ornament to his profeſſion : 
e three Graces tread their mea- 
fures before his| door in Crowns of 


” Chartari- Myrtle: They were formed by An- 


[3 
E 
ſi 
| a 
us meg, Cent Statuaries 'in ſhape of naked IN * 
 Deormyp. Virgins, chearful and ſmiling \upon YL 
336+ *\- each other; to reach that kindneſſes YN *« 
_ _ myſt flow without fraud, with-a © 
Row+i2.8- candid, ſimple, and delightful ſpirit. Y 
| Yea , Holy Page recommends it? P 

when : done , | &# «"rxebym with 
fingtenefs ofheart', with a generous I} 
frame, caſtinghoſquint-eye, 'or nou- I} C 
riſhing any bafe aim , either to 
elevate the creſt of pride, or debaſe Y*! 
others into ſervile offices. And: this I Þ' 
depagtment ingencrates a feet tem-NF V! 
per tithe Hearts of Receivers. Love YÞ 
is thE"Cement: of the Univerſe = lc 

Us 
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manity is twiſted into unity by 


kindneſs and concord. Vertuous 
FJ Heathens numbred the graces among 
J their Deities , noting it for a Species 
J of Sacrilege not to return Favours 


with ap aimiable Gratitude. 

The - Diſpenſer ' of Love ſhould 
have a ſlippery memory , | but the 
Recipient ſhould-engrave it on Pil- 
lars of Marble and Pyramids of * 
Braſs: The Giver {nould ſhut his 
Eyes when he opens his Hand. Dif- 
ſimulation without blame, to chear 
an unknown perſon, or to hide his 


knowledge; fuch a one lends to the prov. 19, 


Lord, and makes Heaven his: Deb- 17. 
tor and ſurely there is Treaſure 
enough to requite- him : while he 
that acceptsgratefully makes God his 
Pay-maſter by Prayer. | 
If by giving we expett returns, we - 
fit like Publicans at the Receipt of 
Cuſtom, and give to our ſelves what 
we pay to others: Selfj-love is never 
truly magnificent. To pour out 
benefits upon perſons unknown or 
unable to return ſhews delight in 
bounty; 'and the plealure of Love to 
ſee ſuch walk at liberty, whoſe Iron 
D bands 


bands. we have unloofed 3ncogpmto. 
If. 32. 8. A liberal man deviſeth liberal things [ 
like a Prince, -and ſceks out Objects: 
to exerciſe friendſhip, that ſo great: 
a Grace may neyer lye idle. A brave 
Spirit judges he receives the kindnels 
which he beſtows; as M. Antony 
laid, Whatever / give , that I have. 
The Europeans purchaſe whole Ter- 
ritories with a few Beads, Knives, 
and Hammers of the naked Indians: 
much more happy who gain an 
ternal Inheritance by a few Peni 
Such a one beſtows himſelf, whoſe 
Coyn comes warm from the Mint 0 
his Heart, and ſhall þe melted into 
Crown of Life: | 
He that fecks a debtor does b 
drive a Trade , hearkens to the-pre 
miſe becauſe-of payment : He give 
proudly and worſhips his ownambi 
tion, and ſacrifices to the Drag « 
Covetouineſs :\. He deals a Loaf, but 
full of Grits to break the teeth; and 
a Scorpion inſtead of Fiſh , to ſting 
the Stomach. |Be kind to ſuch as ard; 
hoiſing fail to the Indies, and ſend 
precious Cordials to fuch as fweltet 
under incurable maladies ; or tho 
thi 
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rhathold out their needy hands in a 
Fdusky even. Scatter your morſels 
to them that come from far in a 
t Ypilorims Habit and a tranſient Staff, #%13-% - 

nl ſo entertain Angels at unawares: 

'[is the ready way to find Treaſure 
")Y Trove, to enjoy plentiful Crops 
rain'd down from Heaven, and Ships - 
bleſt into the Ports from Storms and 
Pyrats. Others ſpend their unſan- 
Aified returns in vanities, while the 
bowels of Saints almoſt cleave to their 
Backs, and the next year their credit' 
S ſmks at Land and their ſhips at Sea 
or find the way to the French Har- 
bors, while others fail in ſafe by the 
breath of Prayer, We may ſtand in 
need of the meaneſt before the Srn' 
ſhines again from the Northern Tro- 

"pick, and thoſe that ſcrape in dung-' ' 
Ib ll and rake for Nails in Chanels ,' 

may ride in pomp upon Velvet 
JSadlcs ' before twelve Moons be 
any wained. The Old Man ofWincheſter 
F found it by experience, being caſt 


AarlF into the m_ of poyerty by one 
[endwhom he had oppreſt in yorith. 
ug Haman may climb the Tree of Ju- 


Tltice though planted for Mordecay ;, 
| WD 2 and 
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/and blind Sampſon may ſee. \ 
enough to pull 'down a Play-houſe 
upon 2000 Philiſkins. Who knows 
what evil may | thunder upon the 
Earth, and where the Bolt may hit? 

2K.'7. A lcofing Noble was trod to death 
Lye in the Gate of |Samaria 5 who had 
mock*d a Prophet, and jeered at the 

| Windows of Heaven but a day be- 

Fel. 11, fore. Caſt your Bread upon the ſliding 
L. waters, Which though ſwallowed vm 
the Sea, return through the Caverns 
of the Earth into the ſame River after 
many days. A prudent man foreſees 
the evil and flies into the Temple of 
Ctarity, and there meditates upot 
both fortunes :| He reaps at preſent 
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the plentiful- crops of Peace in thef 


Champain of a'good Conlcience, and 
makes a continual Feaſt to himſelf 
upon the dones let fall to others. 
" Trove 22, , Hethat gives to Princes and rich 
. 16. , | Equalls, may come to povertyby outs 
vying. Such as expect returns are 
like Merchants in the Port, Phyſict 
ans in Cities, and Victuallers in 
in Camps ; and fuch as ſun their 
Fancies in the Uſurers Walks, They 
are Trafhickers and not a 
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and are often out-witted by Expert . 
Sophiſters, who are wonderful ofh- 
cious in' hopes of gain. Like Crows 
that fit kawing upon an old 'ſtump 
watch dying Cattel with nuch cere- 
mony,and with fawning flatterics hop 
about them till they pick out their 
Eyes. But whatever b2 the frame 

of the Givers Spirit , the Receiver 
muſt not pry too narrowly into the 
Patrons Conſcience , but make his 
kindneſs the ſeed-plot of renown. = 

Happy are thole Noble Souls who 
ſo giveasto ſtir up a {weet memorial 
betore God and man. The amiable: 
ſrame of the Giyer: out-thines the: 


Gift it {e!f, and cheriſhes Gratitude. 


in the leaneſt Soil. Praife is comely _; 
for Saints , eſpecially wr 1 þ 2: 53 Tbs 
» eſpecially wien men with 097 *7 
Ornan give like Princes, wheny,, © 
Jebuſntes ac like /ſrachites or like Mat. «5. 
God himſelf, whoſe Sun warms 45» 
the Houle of the Evil, and his Rain 
pours down upon the Field of the - 
Wicked, It becomes us to let God. 
hear from us, when we hear from, 
him, and all his Mercies to turn into 
Sacrifices. - A thankful Spirit is like 
a Muſieal Echo 'in the Star-chamber 
3% 
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of Heaven. Man muſt not only be a 
Bernard, Concha but a Canalis, not a Shell to 
retain, but a Chanel to derive mer- 
cices.Like marble Batons at Fountains, 
when full, run over to others and 
water the parched Plains. Our 
D-ut. 12, Corn-fields muſt grow for the Poor 
18, 19, andthe Levite, as well as to ſwell 
14+-27,29, our barns and cram our Garners; 
I6-11,14+that others hearts and faces may 
ſhine with the Qil of Joy and Thank- 
fulneſs both to God, and us. That 
like the cheared Lark when enlivened 
by morning warmth , mounts up 
with ſinging out of our ſight towards 
the Suns Chariot, and thanks: him 
with a Sonnet,and makes him rejoyce 
to run his Race. 

We ſhould learn his Leſſon, and 
praiſe the Fountain of 1/7aels mercies' 
at the dawning day. Scruple not to 
leave the Roly-finger'd Morn abed 
in Tithonus Arms. Leave the Sun a 
Sluggard ſweating in the watry Em- 
braces of the Eaſtern Ocean. We 
need not the plitterins Lamp of 
Venus to find out- the Palace , or 
knock at the Gate of Heaven. The 
bleſſing of former, the ſenſes ww 
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ſent, and the 
ſhould all inflame us. Our - Souls 
from experienced obſervations of 
former Mercies, like expert Aſtro- 
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hope of future Mercies, 


3. \ 


nomers, ſhould predi&t benign Confi- 
gurations be.ore the diſtilling Influ- 
ences, and praile him at the dawning 
and day-break of Mercy. Nay, our 
lives ſhould be a whole Tenor of 
praiſes, ſince we are hemm'd in and 
compaſt with kindneſs. We are laden 
with benefits,& Angels encampabout 
us in Chariots of fire to protect both 
us and the mercies given. We ſhould 
raiſe up aTemple ofpraiſe with. walls- 


ringing Marble, Every breath we 


draw in ſhould go forth warm with 
Anthems. The blouds Circulation 
ſhould run round in Songs, like the 
Hydraulick Inſtruments of Water 
Muſick ; and every Pulie ſhould 
beat upon «the Strings of David's 
Harp. 'The wholcfome Herbs ſhould 


cure our Murmurs, and all' the pf, ;4q4.." 


Creatures of Air, Land, and Water 2, &c. 
ſhould by our hands pay tribute of 
praiſe to God. The plcaſant Rivers 
ſhould convey our Songs to Paradile, 
and in thc fragrant Flowers ſmell the 
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cool-the Somers heat ſhould inflame 
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our Love, and make our Palm-trees 
flouriſh with fat Dates in the Courts 
of God. In Medicinal Baths and 
Springs we ſhould hang up our Teſti- 
monical Crutches, and write a votive 
Table. The precious Metals, whoſe 
marks above ground betoken the 
cnamelling of natures Bowels , the 
divining Rod and skill to dig them 
and melt their Qars into plate,ſhould 
all be formed into Golden Flagons to 
be conſecrated and hung up in Z:ons 
Sanctuary. When the Aay-Quiri- 


ſters ſing with, a Thorn at their. 


Breaſts by night, to allure us from 
the Thorns in ours, and delight us 
when we cannot: ſleep, or awake us 
like Princes with the Muſick of their 
Spring Lyries ; | we ſaould anſwer 
their praiſes of 'our Hely Mutual 
Maker ( like the}Muſician in Srrada) 
with ſweeter Elegance , and cauſe 
the Nightingale to fly to us, and pant 
upon the ſtrings of our Lutes in 
tranſcending praiſes , and con'eſs 
themſelves conquered; and at-the 
<caling of our-warbling melody, dye 

in 
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F in confort, We dwell in this World 


DT | _ TR ww ms 


as in a ſumptuous Palace arch'd over 
with ſpangling Stars and tranſparent . 
Saphirs, which fears neither Frenor 
falling. Should not we ſet up 7acob's. 
Pillar, . or Solowon's Tachin,and Boaz, 
in the porch? Yea, letevery Houſe 
be. alittle model of the Univerſe ; 
anoint pillars in memory of prote&t- 
ing and providing Mercies, and con- 
fecrate them daily unto God. Set up 
Monuments in each Vally of Bacah , 
and pen Pſalms for the Birth of every 
favour , and our Right Hands never 
forget their cunning. He. crowns the 
year with his goodneſs; let's compals 
his Altar with Songs. Let annual 
Mercies diate perennial Melogy ,' 
and perpetuate his Bounty by gra-, . 
ving every Iota and Tittle of Mercy 
on the Empirzan tables of our hearts. . 
Let's remember God, the Glorious 
Original of all Enjoyments ; and the 
Gifts of each Beneficent Hand let's 
portray upon both our palms, to be 
ited up to Heaven at 'morning and ' 
evening Sacrifice; and call upon all 
Creatures in order from the Heavens 
to the meaneſt Atom in an Univerſal 
/ Ds Diapaſon . 
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Diapaſon of Praiſe an Triumph in 
God. 


CHAP. VIII. 


The Exaltation of the Divine 
Name for” his Munificence 
and in particular for Secret 
Mercies, in the ſtructure 0 


Man "8 his Preſervation. 


ID the Ancient Heathensered 
their Hermea or Statutes off. 
Stone to the honour of Mercury in 
Memorial of fome caſual and con- 
tingent happineſs; and ſhall not we 
anoint Facgb's | Pillar with freſh Oil 
to the true and living God, with 
whom all contingencies are determi. 
nations of Mercy ? Gracious Souls 
delight in his precepts becaule 
Pl. 129» ek and R wn irethe Ocean of 
$290 this benefits: becauſe unfathomable. 
Reverence to | his Majeſty is the 
Mother both of Obedience and Gras 
titude. We chcerſully obey him, 
becanſe 
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inf becauſe we love him ; ad hefovey 
us the more, becauſe we obey him, 
His love is the free Spring and the 
munificent Reward of all fincere ſer-, 
vices. He excites and: cnables us to 
Holineſs, and then .crowns us. A 
genuine Child takes pleafure in con- 
tormity to the Fathers Will, and this 
Heavenly Father makes them con- 
©3H formable to his Sons Image. He 
't-& plants the Spices-of Lebanon in our Sin.4-165%. 
of Hearts, then breaths by hisSpirit, 

walks in his Garden , and eats his 

pleaſant Fruits. Arare Maſter ! that 
a ftrengthens his Servants to work in 
his Vineyard, - and then leads them , Matc$.236% 
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b *into his Joy. There's no mercy bytt 
n- he helps us to improve as. a clue 
vel8 to Heaven 2 No duty but he forms 


Jil into a Ladder to Glory. Whether ; cor, 12, ©. 
thY we eat or drinkyor wheteverwe dolet's 31, 
do allto the Glory of Gad and Chriſt, © 
who died for us;, that whether we wake 1 Theſe « $6; © 
ſel **-ſicep, we ſhould live together with 0+ 
off im. Let's ſleep to refreſh our Spi- 
e & rits forſervice, and when-we awake, , 
ef Ict's be ſtill with him.. He boldoetrour Ih. 139." 
.N rycs waking to ponder on his Or | 
and watcheth oxr eyes while 


Wedelins (i 
dc Plant Pe P 


"* 4 4 * 8, &- 


" . > \ 
\ ; 
J.1395 


. 


20 ſerve him with more alacrity. wew 


cannot ſufficiently prize that ſecret 
Mercy that lodges with us every 
night within our Curtains. How 
many fiery Feavers doth cool ſleep 
extinguiſh ? From how many deaths 
does that brotherand Image of death 
deliver: us?- Thoſe ſilver ſlumbers 
are-golden mercies: How great a 
favour, that temperate repaſt ſhould 
{end up cooling vapours to the brain 
to tye up our Senſes , while we re- 
poſe our limbs from labour? Nor 
ct us paſs the lovely Fields in Har- 
veſt without remark, when wiſe Na- 
ture hath crowned the Wheaten 
Ridges with numerous heads of Pop-" 
pies, to miniſter both Food and Phy- 
ick. And whereas one ingenious 
hyſician hath obſerved , That the 


197. 
Hook X1-the Salt of humane Skull ; ſo another 
Grogr. f, curious Searcher bath delivered, That 


I's 5. 


the Seed of Poppy (which caules 
ſleep) is alſo of an Hexagen, or ſix- 
corner'd Figure; and it may beits 
Salt may beyet |more curious. As if 
the Atoms of the Fumes of Poppy 
were fitted and cized to the Texture 
and Cells of Mans Noble Capitol. 

[+ Should. 
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vea glance at the Eye” 
when waking as well: as ſleeping, 
greater wonders would appear in *cings 
openingits Humours,Coats, Nerves, 

and Mulcles. And yet further con- 
template the . goodneſs of God in 

theſe later days in blefling the world 

with thoſe perſpicacious inventions 

of convex Glaſſes to help and delight © 

our fight, by SpeQaacles, Teleſcopes, 
Microſcopes , and Chamber-Land- 
ſcapes.Such exquiſite Glaſſes have ſo 
been formed & poliſt'd,as ſome have 
conceived they have had a proſpe&t 
beyond the Stars into the glitterings 
of the Empirzan Heavens, to their 
raviſhment and amazement,and have 
been carried as it were into- the Scat 
of the Bleſſed. 

Nor leſs marvellous is the contri- 
vance of the great Archite& of Na- 
ture as tothe Senle of hearing. With 
what Artifice are theſe griſtly Por- 
tals of the Ears ſet before and round 
about the inward cavity bath for 
beauty and benefit, that great founds 
may not enter with violence, and be 
defenſitives againſt immoderate heat 
and cold ? : And that muſical Tunes, 
.by: 


Hearings. 


RY be 7 rinmph Chap.VIIYS 
by the fallacy of /its'circuit, may be 
received with the more: delightful 
fweetneſs: and when entred , what 
curious Organs are faſhioned within 
the Drums of the Ear , when the 
Hammer ſtrikes words, and articu- 
lates them upon the Anvile, and ſends 
its lively Mercurian Meſſengers to 
the common Senfory? That the Oil 
of a Snake, that quick-hearing Animal 
ſhould cure the deafneſs ; and thoſe 
uſeful new inventions of the brazen 
Otacouſt and the Stentorian Trum- 

et ſnould be preſented to us by the 

nd of Providence; the one to 

admit , the other to convey, voices 
ata great diſtance ? 

Neither ſhall ]enter the delicious : 
Field of Anatomy in p—_ the 
Senſe of Smelling : - How the little 
Apongious Bones. , being portions of 
the Erkmoides, do drink up the moi- |: 
- ſturedeſcending from the Head, leſt | 
it ſhould be continually dropping 
from the Noſe; and ſervelikewile to - 
fence off duſt and.impure mixtures in 
the Air, that whenthe mouth is ſhut, 
it may be purely diſtributed both 
to the Brain |and Lungs. =_ 
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ſhall treat of the Sieve-like ablet, h 
or the Mammillary Proceſſes, which 
being over-moiſt by defluxions or 


in F rainy Seafons, impairs the quickneſs ; 
ic | of Sent, Nor may dwell in this ,,, | 
i- 8 Tower of Lebanon , where that * "N 
ds F watchful Porter has his Lodge over 


the mouth to -w warning by ſent, 
that no unryhollome rank or unſavou- 


al Y ry Meat may paſs within the door of 
le F ourLips; nor intimate further how 
n FF the quickneſs and acuteneſs of this' Arnoldus, 
n- © Sent may be preſerved and increaſed 4 vill. no- * 
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by the ſmelling of Fragrant Flowers. 
Should we deſcend into the mouth -,9;,,, 
and pry into theInſtruments of Taſte, 
we might reliſh much of ſecret Mer- 
cy in the frame of thoſe Organs. I » 
ſhall mention but a few : The Palate Bartholin. * 
has a Coat common to the Gullet and f+ 355+ 
Stomach, whence ariſes a great con- 
tent between them ; that ſo we may 
preconceive what's - delectable and 
uſeful, or what's offenſive and incon- 
venient for nouriſhment. For it is Arnold;de 
well obſerved by Arnoldus, Utiligra vill. noe. f. 
fant quecung); adeleitabilitis rectpinntury, _ | 
That Food is moſt beneficial which-is ,;, 7 ſopix 
moſt deleRable 3 if we ſpice his A- yurir. 1. 
phoriſm f. 65.4. 
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\  photiſm with a grain of Selt,..at's * 

true and ſavory. Again;the. Tongue, 
another Organ of this Senſe,, has a 
| thin porous Coat , that ſavours _ 
| deſcend into its fleſhy part, . which. 
F drinks 4n fumes and vapours from the 
+ :Riolanus, predominant humours in the body 
F an Index to- the learned Phyſician by 
its roughneſs, whiteneſs, or black- 
neſs, of vitiousand peccant qualities 
in tine of ſickneſs, And by the way 
let's remember ,| that under the 
Tongue and another member not to 
'-be named, Nature hath fram'd a 
Bridle,to mind us of a memorial re- 
ſtraint of walking, feeding, and 0-- 
ther carnal inclinations. ' Beſides the; 
many - excellent. uſes - of this Senſe ,, 
we may by favors inſome meaſure 
diſcern the vertues of vegetables and. 
many concretes both ſimple and com- 
pound, to the great pleaſure of the 
expert Herbariſt and Student in the 
Mineral Kingdom.| And tov conclude, 
as this Senſe.is impaired and morti- 
hed by the Palſie, |and ſome other 
offenſive Diſeaſes in the Genm 
nervoſum; 10 itmay be quickned by 
hunger, and curcd often by Volatile. 
Salts and Spirits. | Let's 


| Arnoldus, 
| $436 & 
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* Let's touch alittle upon the $ 
of Feeling, whoſe Inftrument is the 
Fleſh (not the common, fo called 
but that which'is ſoft and repleniſh'd' 
with nervous Fibres. This Senſe by 
the ſeveral Conjugations of the 
Nerves, and the fine Spirits gliding 
through them, is diſperſed over the 
whole Body; and where ever *tis 
loſt, the uſe of that Member periſhes. 
So terrible are thoſe Diſtempers 
when the Nerves are obſtruted by 
Vitcous and Tartarous matter in 
knobs, wens, gouts, and the like ; 
or contrated by ſharp and acid: 
Juices, as in Cramps and Convul(t- 
ons, and Side-pains or Stitches, or 
their Tenor relaxed as in Pallies; of 
the Spirits within aſtoniſh'd and . 
brought toa ſudden fſiſtency without 
motion, as in Frights and Apo- 
plexics , which often proceed allo 
from the inordinate uſe of Tobacco, 
Coffee , Henbane -ſeed , Opium), 
Mandrake, and the like, either in 
Medicine or by negligent Cuſtomes, 
So that we have wonderful reaſon to 
break forth into the praiſes of a 
Gracious God;that1o ofiva Peg 
rom ' 
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: | rom Thouſands of ,Deaths by his 
"AR, 15. wakeful providence; that very Hea- 
27+ thens might team to feel after him, 
and find out ſome portions of the 
power and wiſdom ot his Deity. To 
let paſs the Mercurian Medicines, I 
mean not the ordinary in Shops, but 
| ſuch as Arno{dus,, Paracelſms , and 
' Rhumelius magnifie in thele caſes to 
the learned in Phyſick; I ſhall only 
take notice of a rare Experiment of 
| . .the Honourable Boyle about a blind 
mo of Dutch-man,| named Fohn Vermaaſen, 

olours.fe | 
44 not far from Maeſtricht, who could. 
diſcern ſeven ſeyeral Colours by the 
touch of his Fingers if he were faſt+ 
ing, according, to the afperity or 
imoothneſs ofthe ſurface of the Rib- 
bands. But by what means to help 
thoſe Diſtempers that impair and 
- obſtrut this ſo uſeful a Senſe, I dif- 
' miſs to the Learned and Experienced 
in the Art of Phyſick. 

Toproceed a little further in the 
admiration/of God in the curious ſe 
cret Frame of Humane Bodies, but 
particularly the ſtupendious operati- 
ons of the Bowels,and the other great 
Wheels that move continually for 

| | the 
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the fabrick-of Chyle, Bloud, and -© 
Spirits. Oh what wonderful Cookery « 
and Houſewifery is exerciſed by that 
noble YViſcus of the Stomach ? how Tiling, de 


the Reliques of the laſt Meal grow-./ermenati- 2 
one, fo 58. A 


ing acid prepares a ferment or leaven 

for the next , whereby the milky 

Chyle after the firſt digeſtion is con- 

cocted,and from the bowels conveyed 

roars Veins _ with or 

white Liquor, ind diſperſed through?" 

the Meſoncery into a Cyſt; or com- —_— 

mon receptacle, and thence carried 

up along by the Yertebre till its 

poured down into the Heart, the 

true and genuine officine -of the 

bloud, which a little above it, and 

before its entrance, in diſſeRions of 

-Dogs newly kill'd appears balf 

tinctured, as I may compare it to 

Creaft dyed with bruts'd Strawber-: ' 

ries. Hence it's communicated to 

the Lungs and Liver, and other parts: 

of the body, and after by circulati-: 

on in the Arteries is reduced into a 

finer crimſon texture. Here ] might 

infiſt to ſhew how incommodious-to 

the body of Man it is to admit of 

frequent Phlebotomy; by the lots of 
Bloud, 


. 


Bloud, Dropſies, Conſumptions, and” 
Helmont, Other formidable Diſeaſes have their 
| Original ; as the learned Helmont; 
hath obſerved, when upon much 
evacuation of bloud for the Cure of 
Plurifies fuch dangerous effects have 
enſued. It is not here a ſealon to 
gather up Arguments from Scrip- 
- Ag '-*ture, ſhewing that the Life of Ani- 
10, 11,15, Pals runs in the bloud , or to mani- 
14 teſtthat it is the very Balſam of mans 
Gen. 5. 4+ body for the prolongation of lice ; 
And therefore with what care and 
tedulity the diſcreet Phyſician does 
uſually order the letting of hloud; 
what {11gn , what vein, what diſtem-* 


Burgravii per, what time of the Diſcaſe, what” 
Biolick. j.age of Life, what habit and ſtrength 


$6, of Spirits, what quantity, what day, 


what hour, what cordials, what care 

after it 5 what obſervations about 
Women with Child, how endeavour- 

ing to prevent abortionoften cauſe 

it, eſpecially when near their nw 

T. as is oblerv'd by Hippocrates. I leave 
' —_—_— theſe things to be conteſted about 
þ $ between the lcarned Galeniſt and the 
experienced Chemiſt.” And by an 
Argument from the Cure of many 
Diſcales 


"Y Dilcaſes by the Spirit and effence of 
humane bloud digeſted and circula- 
ted. I might here difculs how ſtu- - 
dious, and tollicitous, and wary, the 
learned in medicine ſhould be to 
prepare the bloud of a Goat againſt 
Plurifies and of Sal Prunelle, or 
other Remedies againſt the Quinſie,if 
pollible to prevent the emitlion of 
humane bloud,-'fince it is the Foun- 
tain/ of thole rare Spirits that are 
diſtilled in Natures Alembeck of the 
Head, to be the Inſtruments of Moti- 
on, Senſation, and all vital Ations. 
There are other great wonders in 
the curious Fabrick - of this crazy .:- 
Tenement of the Soul , which roſk 
the moſt equiſite in Anatomy : to de- 
termine the uſe ofthe Spleen whether 
to ſecern the Melancholy ; whether 
it have a ſecret wears or paſſage into 
the Stomach.; to conſtitute Zelmorts 
duum wirate of life, and what fer: 
ment is elaborated by thoſe 400 Ar- 
teries ſuppoſed to be in it by that 
inquirer of Nature : Or the Cyſts 
Fellea,to drain choler from the bloud, 
and convey. that Saline compoſt by 
the .dabtus biliaring'into the Bowels, 
to 
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if it be ſtopt and obſtrued, produces 
that yellow Tinure to the _ 
and gives denomination to the Yel- 
low Jaundice : |The delivery from 
which Diſeaſe is the ground of thele 
Lines of Praiſe to my gracious Crea- 
tor and Redcemier. Or what a rare 
Engine of the Cribram or Sieve of the 
bloud - Nature hath formed in the 
Kidneys, to ſtop that Liquor and let 
paſs the Amber Urine by tbe Ureters 
into the Bladder ; which if it be cor- 
roded or | eaten through by acid 
Tunbridge Waters, or other ſharp 
Saline Humours, procures a mixture 
of Bloud with Urine, and ſometimes 


folarge, that life is endangered ;, or ; 


if it be obſtrufted by Gravel and 
conliſtent Stones, what acute pains 
ſucceed woful experience teaches ; 
In which caſe the Aroph Paracelſi, 
which is a Chymical preparation of 
the eſſence of Saffron, call'd by them 
the Aroma or Spice of the Philoſo- 


phers, hath wrought efficacious be- 


nefits. The laſt and greateſt Won- 
der inNature are the Seminal Veſſels, 
compoſed for the continuation of 


ts; which 
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Mankind; every of which, with their Y 
Balſam of Life contained in them, --. | 
deſerve, a double Volume, One to 
deſcribe their Texture, connexion, 

and Uſe, with the Remedies to pre- 

ſerve from, and cure their Incident 
Diſeaſes: The other full of Hymns 

to our moſt glorious Creator. But 

theſe and the like I diſmiſs to Spige- 

lins, Riolanus, de Graef, and others 

of that Learned Nation ; not omit- 

ting that Ingenious Tra&t ofour own 
Country-man Dr. S-zith on the 12th 

of Eccleſiaſtes. Let us cry out with 

David, 1am fearfully and wondex- _. 

tally made, Opere Phrygionico, with 8 . 139. 
curious needlework, of the Divine Hand © 

1m the lower parts of the Earth. Did 

we but ſee and ſearch a little into the L 
admirable frame of Mans Body, and ' 
upon what ſlender Golden Wiers and y 
nice Labyrinths in thoſe Wonderful / 
Paſſages in the Clock-work of our ' 
Bodies the continuation of Life did 
depend , we ſhould be aftoniſh'dat. 
God's Mercy ; and inſtead of won- + 
dering that we live ſo long , might . 
ſtand amaz'dat living but one minute. 
For if cither the Veſſels be diforder- 


I 


| 
ed , or the Liquors contained 'with- 
in them, we ſhould ſoon pals away 
and be no more. | 
Fernel, 4+ Nay, if the| five External Senſes 
anim. {;- Were every way . compleat- in their 
| -cult. 1.5. Organs and Spirits; yet if the inward 
| - © Cote Craſis of the Brain be touch'd, what 
| becomes of the inwstd Senlory,which 
is the Center whercinto all the Rays 
of External ObjeRs are - brought , 
there to. be judged, exerciled , and 
acted upon by the Imagination; to 
be laid up asina Cell or Promptuary 
by that great Lord Treaſurer of the 
Soul, the Memory ?. Whereof Holy 
Anftind Auſtin cries out with great admirati- 
Conf, 1, 0n of God, [Magna iſta vis memorie, 
c« Ol, 17. 7eſcio quid horrendum Deus meus,pro- 
unda & infinita multiplicitas! &c.] 
O the great power of Memory! O 
my God, 1 know not what an hor- 
rible thing it is ! O the profoundand 
infinite variety in it : Behold what JI, 
walks in the Fields, what lies hid in 
the Dens and innumerable Caverns 

ofmy Memory ! Cc. 
Theſe and other powers and facul- 
ties. of the Soul , though in them- 
ſelves ſo admirably uteful , —_ 
iP iul5- 
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Y ful ; yet were it not for the conſtant 

influx of divine mercy, might ſoon 
be impaired and decay; that men of 
the higheſt pitch and grandeur of 
parts might ſoon ſhrink into mu- 
ſhromes and ideots, and prove miſer- 
able Objects of ſcorn and pity. But 
belides their being ſubjeR to natural 
wafte,ywhat he ſaid ofdeath in general 
may be applycd to any ſenſe or facul- 
ty in particular. Mors ſens a foribus, 
went ab inſidits; Death ftands before 
the door ro old Men, but behind the 
door with Traps and Gins for Youth. 
This would be very apparent ſhould 
we enter the Lifts of diſcourſe only: 
bout the various Poyſons which lurk 
nall things for the deſtrution of 
Man, without the ſecret contrivance 
of fuch wicked wretches as Pope 

lexander the 6th, I ſhall hint but 
a few Memorials in reference to the 
+; Elements fo called, with which © 
we daily converſe. Not to mention 

at pits and delfs lye in ambuſh for £r#h. 

e lives of Travellers in the Tin- 
works of Cornwall, the Mendip of 
omerſer, or the Peak of Darby; 

" Fiat quaking 2% 4 Ex or Dart- 


| 
| 


- more, and in . e Crags of Ca F- 
then, eſpecially v;hen covered with F 
Snow. But this falling . under the. 
condu& of accidental providences, 


it's more expedient to mention the 
frequent. uſe of Antimony, Quick- 


lime, Vitriol, /Sultur, Steel, Alum, 


Bolearmenick, Lapis Lazuli, Nitre, 
Cc. appointed for compoſitions in 
moſt D.ſpenſatories; which often- 
times by their |unskilful preparations 
prove deadly poyſon, as might eaſily 
appcar both by reaſon and example; 
And eſpecially in the uſe of Quick- 
filver , . which although ſublimated 
into a Mercurizus dulcts, and counted 
ſafe by many, and often proves. ſoz 
yet there want not great examples of 
its mortal Venom,& that poor Chil- 
dren find by ſad experience. And this 
is a certain rule of Helmont about all 
preparations of Mercury, Quamdiy 
reſuſcitari poreſt eſt venenum, nec bout 
virs remedinm; That 1o long. as it 
can be revived again by Art it' 
Poyſon, and no Medicine for an ho 
neſt Man to uſe : . And how eaſe it is 
to revive excrrins dulcis , an ordi 
, nary Chymiſt can determine. =_ 


j 
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= ſhall not inſiſt here, 'nor hint a 
| the Earth, that the very Soyl where 
Corn grows gives a various Tin&ture 
to it, and makes ſome more whole-- 


* 
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ſome than others ; as may be confi- 
dercd in reference to Grain produ- 


- ced in Mineral Countries. 


Should I amplify about Waters Water, : 


it might over-flow a Volume. But 


this Element being truly Terra fluens, 
Earth in Flux, is 0s ney 


the various Salts and Sul:urs that it. IM 


finds in the bellies of thoſe mountains 
whence dilcharg'd, and in the Cha- 
nels of thoſe Champions where.it 
ſports and plays in curious Meanders 
and plealant Turnings : And there- 
fore according to its differing imbi- 
bitions is ſometimes wholſom and of- 
ten pernicious to humane bodies ; Schoocki- 


and hence *tis of great concern .in us 42 ceree, 


Brewing and all Offices of tho Kir-2/*. 
chen, For inſtance : The Waters a- "% — 
bout Fericho were naught , cauſing par,r. p. 
Women to miſcarry. The Waters 292. 
among the Alps procure the Kings 2 An: 2+ 
Evil, The Water of the River: P» 4 rw 
breeds the Stone. Thoſe at Watfordy, $61. 
in har” y. 61 pe: make men bald Willis. 
at 30; and thoſe at Carleton in Lei- Henr, de 


E 2 ceſter. "cas. 


a 
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*  Veget.d: ceſterſhire induce a wharlin 
remit. Throat, and generally the ſtagnant 
Favchal, corrupt Waters of Fennes are cage 
ſat. 13. v, Fous by naughty Ferments for 
. G1, Peſtilence. Such as are taken up at 
Fountains, are repleniſh'd with the 
Atoms of that Earth whence they 
ſpring ; and ſuch as are near great 
Cities are not fo wholeſome, eſpeci- 
ally when conyey'd home by Leaden 
Pipes, and landed and kept in Ciſterns 
' Plin.f. 31.of the fame Metal ; as Pliny, Vieru- 
Vs . vie, Albertus Magnus, Langins, Ma- 
"och of _jerxs, and other of the Learned have 
Albert. d: obſerv'd, that Griping of the Guts, 
* Ae.1. 3. Bloody Fluxes, and Kings Evil, arg 
A SS tormenting Diſeaſes to 1uch Inhabi- 
| Smibol p fants, which I'could- wiſh were at- 
494. tended by the worthy Citizens of 
| London , my dear native City. 
Ar. If the Earth! and Water miniſter 


with Vapours and Steams from both? 
'; Whence ſome [Solutions 'may arile 
to the queſtions about the various 


from the Horizon, Why the oe” 
| of 


bo. 
-in the 
* 


ſo many inconveniencies to the pro- ; 
fperous Health of Man, how can the ' 
Air be free which is always fill'd © 


\, Produdts of different Winds blowing. 
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ofthe North makes the Air fo bitter, 
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and the Sulfur of the South ſo con- 
tagious. Why the Eaft to parching 
and blaſting, being mixt with mine- 


ral Atoms from the Mountains of 
Germany, Hungary, and Thrace, and 


in Fewry from the Mine Hills of .4-- 


rabia ; though there may be other 
latent Cauſes intermixt. Are not 
ſome places noxious to the Brain by 
vegetable Fumes , as Arbours of 
Night ſhade, Walks of Walnut, and 
Woods of Box? Nay, do not many 
Animals (where frequent) infe& the 
Air, as Naturaliſts have obſerved , 
and to name but one for warning 


fake? It's noted by Arnoldus out of Arnold, 


Avenzcar, that the continual uſage 

of Cats is ſo unwholeſome to the Bo- 
of Man, that it often produces 

the Phthifick and Conſumption ofthe 


Lungs : And fo do many Learned 7; Ramſey 
Phyticians teſtifie by experience. .*| of Poyſonse + 
But to haſten ; it may nor be unfit ;;,. 


to obſerve that the Air may be much 
impaired as to wholeſomeneſs by the 
very culinary Fires which we uſe; 


I where ſcarcity of Trees forces many 


to uſe dryed Cow-dung, Turff, Peat, 
E 3 _ 
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Arnold. 


feque, þ 
64. be 


Pacon, 


Nat. Hiſt. 


fo 202. 


Seacoal, and Canol inſtead of Wood, 
The crude Sulfur & Arſenical Fumes 
that fill the Air of ourcity,arc doubt: 
leſs great cauſes of the multitudes 
of Confumptions within thoſe Walls, 
by drawing 1o| conſtantly thoſe cor- 
roding Fumes into the Lungs. Not 
to mention that, tte very Body 
may be mich moleſted by Itches, 
and Scabs in'itting b op 

and the very,Meat t OY s roaſted al 
Beer warmed | by them, is not_ fg 
wholelome. Let the Learned Bacon 
vouch iy feats, who aftirms, that' 
the vapors of Seacoal as well as Char- 
coal in a clole Room, hath killed 
many ; and ſtealing in by little and 
little, induces only faintneſs without 
any manifeſt ſtrangling. And to this 
I can atteſt with great thankfulneſs 
for my deliverance, being forced to 
ſit in a cloſe Room for a long time in 
a late Winter, and found evident 
recovery by change of Fuel. O what 
cauſe have we to magnific the Name” 
of God for the {ſweet Air we breath 
in, and to fiweeten it more with the 
Muſick of our Praiſes ; and that all 
within us ſhould blefs his Holy 
Name. 
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Name. That every Weſtern Wind 

with its freſh and wholefome  Gales. 
ſhould open the Flowers of Thank- 
fulneſs ; that every ſenſe and all their: 
Organs? that every Nerve ſhould 
ſtrive to ſtring the Harp of Praiſe : 
not a thought in our Heart, or word 
in our Mouth, but ſhould be known- 
to him altogether in the 'Echoings 


Df. 139e4» «of 


-- 


Jy 

$; | and Reſoundings of his Gloey. 'lhat + ©? 
nd F our Spiriturl Senſes ſhould be ever Heb. 5.14. '- 
lo exerciſed in making him their lovely F 
2 | Objea, . and his Holy Boſom the I 
at Y Center of all their Songs. Shall the 


Holy Pfalmiſt lead the Quire ? 4 

Praiſe him all his Angels and all his Pſ. 148.1v+ 
Hoſts. Praiſe him Sun and Moon with h 
all the Stars of light. The Heaven of 
Hetvens , and the Waters above the 
Heavens. The Dragons and all Deeps, 
Fire and Hail , Snow: and V apor , 
Srormy Wind, fulfilling his Ward Fr pul; 
mand; Mountains and all Hills, Frut- 
ful Trees and all Cedars, Beaſt and 
all Cattel, creeping Inſefts, and flying 
Fowl; Kings of the Earth and all 
People, Princes and all Fudges, Towng 
Men and Maidens, Old men and Chil- 
dren, Praiſe ye the Name of the Lard, 
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for his & 55 alone excellent, bi 
Gloryis above Earth-and Heaven. 

Let every bright Lamp of the Fir= 
mament prove a falling Star , and 
worſhip at his Footſtool. Let the 
cold Influences of the Moon wax 
warm with motion in the Chariot of 
Praiſe upon the mighty Waters. Let 
the healing Balſam of the Sun, which 
cheriſhes the ſurface of the Earth 
& its Inhabitants from Pole to Pole 
inflame every livingCreature with his 
Glory. Letthe Sca roar, and the ful- 
Pzck, neſs thereof: Let every River waſh 

"+ 47* the Pavement of bis Temple, and run 
under the Threſhold of his: SanAtua- 

- Let the ſavage Lions haſten, and 

the ravenous Eagles fly to his Altar 

and pant to expire in its Flames. Let 

all the Spices \of India and. Arabia 
perfume the Manſion of his Honour. 

Let all Minerals, Rocks, and Moun- 

' tains, pour out ſtreams of Oil to at- 

\_ tend his Sacrifice. Let all the Vines 

of Lebanon,Eſchcol,and Sihmab thirſt 

to cmpty their blood-red Liquor for 
Drink-offerings, Let mighty /£rxa, 
Veſuvius , and\Hecla caſt up-their 
flaming Bowels\upon his Hearth in 


Zion, 
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Zion, and turn all his Sacrifices into 


aſhes. Let his Prieſts be clothed 


Das 31s 9» bY. 


with Salvation, and his Saints fing | 


aloud for joy, for the Lord reigneth. 
Let the whole Earth rejoyce , and 
the multitude of Iſles be glad thereof. 


Let the Holy Angels anſwer from - 


Heaven with their Silver Trumpets , 
Glory be to God mm the Higheſt peace 
upon Earth, and good will «to Man ; 
whoſe grand imployment ſhould be 
to ſtudy, diſcern , and applaud the 
Infinite Love of God in alt his Mer- 


cies, which ina few-words ſhall cloſe- 


this Period. 


1. When we taſte ſome ſweetneſs. 


and reliſh the goodneſs of God in 
every Mercy ; which is that Divine 
Symploce on David's Harp, or an 


elegant Complication of two figures, 


the Anaphora and Epiſtrophe toge- 
ther. O give tharcks to the Lord, for 
he is good, his Mercy endureth for e- 
ver,That as the Name of God in our 
native Tongue is from good, fo our 


P[.136.1 x 


Souls ſhould ſpell the'nature of his 


goodheſs , and eyery paſſage of his 
Providence. 


E. F 2. When - 
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us upon the wings of Ejaculations ſent 
upto Heaven ; | when enlargements of 
heart follow ſtraits in prayer : What 
Divine Benefits ſhine out ſuddenly 
like Stars in a dark night ? 

3. Then mercies come in love when 
they flow in by ſucking at the Breaſt 
of a Promiſe ;, for hence we know 


, that God isin covenant with us. For 


then the Spirit ſeals our intereſt,when 
he who penn'd the Promile writes it 
in our Heart, when he that breaths 
them , warms us by them. 

4. When we feel ſupporting 
{frength in a dark night, when ready 
to faint, feel ſudden Cordials, when 
trouble isnigh| and-God is nigher ; 
When the Heart fails, and. God ens 


7f. 73.26. livens. A. Saint may perceive it by 


the ſuddenneſs, ſweetneſs , foul-ca 
ming quietneſs of a word within, 
conlonant to. the word without ; and 
encourages a.Saint to carry every 
new Emergency upon the memory. 
of former experience in a Chariot of 
Love to Heaven. That no ſudden 
accident knocks at the Door of our 
Hearts or Houles, but we as fud- 

denly 


lercies return down 


R 6 D: & £7 EY -v Fo _ yr” a | 7 - 
denly knock at the Gate of Heaven. ©. 
If _ tentation, new motion, or 
weighty affair ſurprize us at una- 


wares, we inſtantly carry it through 

the Roof of our Cloſets into Heaven, . 

& then our Spiritsare in a holy calm, 

as gracious Rebekah found it, know-©G*- 25. + 


ing. that the ſudden deſires. as well pon Ic. 


asthe ſet Prayers .of the Rightcous,, * 
ſhall be granted. And now it's high: 
time to conclude this Chapter with 
God; . its whole Scope being to re- 
count ſome portions of his .manifold 
mercies, and.to adore him for all his 
bounteous beneficence to us; who is 
the only firſt Spring ,. and principal 
Mover. and. ConduRter of.all- the, - 
Kindneſſes we receive from Men, , 
being his Inſtruments, Servants, and. . 
Ordinances, 


mm < fo. 
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CHAD. 1X. 
T he Anatoly of Mercies. 


OR the Higher Advancement of 

Divine Gootneſs in all our Enjoy- 
ments, and to learn that excellent 
Eeffon of Godly Contentment in all 
Eftates, it were expedient to peruſe, 
conſider, and unboxwel every mercy 
that comes down from Heaven. We 
have little reaſon to expeRt any when 


we remember 9ur inability to merit, : 


onskilfulnefs to| improve, our ingra- 
titude in flender returns of the leaft 
Benefits wherewith we are laden eve- 
ry day. It's meer free grace that 
ſhowers down Kindnefſes upon our 
barren, 'murmuring, and repining 


Spirits. Did-we but refreſh our: 


memories with the many thouſands 
better thanus who are yet below us, 
we ſhould never fret at the proſperi- 
ty ofthe wicked, that are above us. 
In what a pleaſant Paradiſe mightour 
thoughts expatiate , did} we beau- 
tifie our Meditation with the pro- 

{pect 
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ſpet” of the Flowry Medows inter- 
woven with Chryſtal treams , and 
the gentle riſing Hills crowned with 
lovely Groves, mote delicious than 
thoſe of Woodſtock ? when we con- 
template the various numbers , cu- 
rious methods , amazing circum- 
ſtances, the unexpected ends , and 
ps rs ma in the Lawnes and 
cloſe Walks of Mercy. When we 


pore _ fins, pry too curiouſly 
into afflitions, grieve too ſmartly 


for imbitterments by Relations, and 
toyle our Spirits with the lofles and 
crofſes of this Life ; we diſquiet our 
ſelves in vaine,and are too ſubject to 


mutter at every little difappointment 
and inconvenience. We augment 
our troubles, prolong our ries, 
and run upon the brink of. —— 
charge a Gracious God foolhifhly 
Let us then turn our eyes into the 
Anatomy-School of Mercies, and cut 
open the Inwards, and fpend a dili- 
gent view on the: curious Situations 
and various turnings , and ſmaller 
Arteries ofevery Divine Favour;and 
holding up hands with Holy Facob:, g,, .. 
proctaua our unworthineſs —_ 10, 
c 
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* of mercies; and while we are mu- 


fing what might, comparatively be 
eftgen'd the leaſt =; that we have 
a Being, and Life , and-draw one 
Breath of Air, the Original condu&ts 
us into his Courts. with praiſe and 
gratefulneſs, Katonti, 1 amleſfſened 
in-mine own eyes before every mer- 
cy ; theleaſt of which ſhould humble 
and lay us low in the ſight of God. 
What am 1, and|what is my Fathers 
Houſe, that the | great. God ſhould 
cauſe fo great faithfulneſs and truth 
toſhine before us, and lighten our 
Path to Glory? | The School of Sa- 
lerne writes of the Body of Man, 
[Ex tricentents . decies ſex quingqaeq; 
vents, ] That it conſiſts of 365 Veins, 
one for cach day of the Year. To 
beſure there is not one particular 
Mercy but yields matter of Con- 
templation all the days of our Life. 


- We ſhould cutopen the Root, climb 


the Branches, ſmell the Flowers, and 
taſte the Fruit of Divine Love in eve- 
ry Mercy. 

O rare Imployment, when we 
ride, or walk, or fit, orlye waking 


P.. 757.5, in the Night, to ruminate inthe days 


of 
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of Ancient times, & run over the ſtate MM 


of the Church from Geneſis to the 
Revelations, and compare our caſe 
with. any of the Saints of old, and 
work our hearts into praiſes, as Da- 
nd often: begins his Pſalms with: 


\mournful Elegies, and concludes 


with joyful Extaſies. As the Anci- 
ent Church ſprang in e£zypr , paſt 
through Paran to Sas, and at length 
ſat under their Vines in Canaan. So 
every Saint enters his life with a ions 
gedy,but ends in Heaven. 

The firſt curioſity of each mercy 
lies hid in the Texture of a minute 
ſeed, which though exceeding ſmall, 
yet by the influence of Heaven fer- 
ments and {wells into a mighty Ce- 
dar. Who- would think that the: * 
ſpreading Oaks of Baſhan ſhould ſleep 
under the ſhadoy ot a ſmall Acorn, 
and the ſweet-ſented Trees of Leba- 
non. in..a petty Berry. What. vaſt: 
Crocodiles' of Nile break Shell from 
a.imall Egg? What Rivers of Fire, 
the firſt_little ſparks of Sulfur, do 
kindle- from the bowels of etna ? 
What little diſtaſte at firſt ' over- 
throw mighty Empires at laſt? an. 

what 
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what: great Eſtates and Dominions * 
ſtart out of little caſualties? The - 
grand Ottoman Empire aroſe firſt out 
of the Flight of Ahomer, and Dari 
by the neighing of 'a Horſe rode into 
the Throne of Perſia. One glance 
upon a poor captive Maid brought 
Eſther to a Kingdom, Haman to the . 
Gallows, and Iſ--el to- deliverance. . 
David brought Cheeſes totheArmy, . 
perhaps in the ſame Bag wherein he 
carried ſtones to fling into the Fore- 
Head of Goliah, \and in the fame 
brought back his Head to Saul. Nay 
Saul himſelf, when| ſeeking of Aﬀes, 
found a Holy Prophet and a glitte- 
ring Diadem. The _—_ 
Kingdom of Solomon was almoſt all 
quite rent from his|Son Rehoboam by 
a few harſh inconſjderate words to / 
his People. A Dream hurries Fo- * 
ſephfrom Canaan to Fee. and a- 
Dream hands him out of Prifon into - 
2Kir.7.6, Pharaoh”s Chariot. | A meer rumour - 
laves Samaria from Famine, and a 
Ez 38: Kingdom from ruine. An evil thought 
"4h in the Heart of Goz. inthe later days 
{hall bring the T-rk:/h Armies into - 
the Mountains of |//rael, and there - 
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J to a fatal ſlaughter in the Vally of 
Harmageddon. 

The motions of Hearts are ſome- 
times infufed, bor always condu&ed_ 
by God. Sacred Story derives from 
Heaven the kindneſs of Ab:melech to 
Abraham, of Laban and Eſau to Fa- 
© cob, of Ruth to Naomi, of Boaz to 
Ruth,and Fonathan to David. When 


others think of kindneſs to us, let*s P40. 19. 


imitate David, *Tis the Lord that 
thinketh upon me, and forms thoſe 
_— within their hearts. This 
ſhould calm our Spirits, when a for- 
mer Friends heart is alienated by 
raſh'admiſſions of falſe ſuggeſtions , 
or when any faith'nl Jonathan ex- 
pires his Spirit into the bofom of 
God. It ſhould not be loſt what 
Hobſon, the late noted Carrier of - 
- I Cambridge, faid to a young Student* - 
- } receiving a Letter of the fad tidings ' 
mip omney* m_y (who maintam'd 
' 'Fbim at the Univerſity) and weeping + 
| Ybditterly; and Nickicg the cauſe of his 
grief ; he reply'd, Who gave you that 
Friend? 'Which ſaying did greatly 
Jcomfort him, and was a fweet ſup- 
'Yport to him afterward in his _ 
ry. 
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FO 
try: The ever-living God is the. 
Portion of a living Faith, and he can 
never want that hath ſuch an Ocean, 
He that turns the| Hearts of Kings 
like Rivers at his pleaſure, turnsall. + 
the little Brooks inthe World into 
what ſcorched and parched ground. 
he pleaſes. 

The Sced-plots| of Mercy are of- 
ten moiſtneU with ſbaking ſhowers of 
aflition, before they ſprout and ap- 
pear above the ground. Our hopes: 
may be long buried under clods of 
preſſing troubles; the Blade nipt and 
withered by keenFrofts, and lye foot 
deepunder Mantles of Snow before 
the. quickning*Spring. Facoh! had * 
the Sced of the Promite inhis hoſom; 
and carried it to Padan in Meſoporas 
4a , and 20 bleak Winters muſt 
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blow. over him before he _comes to | 


ſet one foot upon |his Rich Inheri- 
tance... 7oſeph's Feet were hurt in 
Irons, to fit him to tread more deli- 
cately inthe King's Palace at Zoanz 
and when the Lord's time was come, 
by the ſame ſtairs which winde him 
into the Dungeon, he climbs-up-in- 
to... the next Chariot to a = 
| ew 
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Few can bear great and ſudden Mer- -- 


cies without pride and wantonnelſs, © 


and 'w 


till they are hampered and kumbled 
to carry it moderately. Many heads 
runround in a maze of folly, if their 
haughty ſtomachs be not well clean- 
ſed with the Wormwood-wine of ad- 
verſity. Theprints of the Babylon:- 
an [ron fitted the Neck ot Janaſſeh 
to wear a Chain of Gold, and the 
weignt of his Fetters preſt down his 
Knecs to Prayer. Some are forced 
to ſtoop like Camels and take up their 
Loads, and trace many a weary trot 
in a ſandy deſert,and drink their own 
Tears to flake their thirſt, leſt the 

ſhould kick when Provender-prick” 

with proſperity. Such inſolent Spi- 
rits, like Beggers ſuddenly advanced 


. on horſe-back, will ride moſt tyran- 


nically on the backs of others, be- 
cauſe - never made to bite on the 
Bridle. Did not wiſe providence 
in great mercy to their Souls, by 
breaking a Leg or an Arm, break 
their Hearts, the Earth were not: 
able to bear ſome proud, impotent”, 


—_y Rufflers. . Wilezand wary; 
el 


-adviſed perſons remember. « 
that. 
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- _ that the Wheel is alway turning,and. 
"* | that they who- have been low -may 
* xc.1 ;. befow again. Solomon had ſeen Ser- 
ccl, 104, ſe-b k / 1 P . 
9. Brs on Horſe-back , ani Princes 
walk on foot upon'the Earth. Baja: 
| Zet was a mighty Emperor, comman- 
ding a great and puifſant Army in- 
the-morning , and ſhut in an Iron 
Cage by night. . And Valerian the 
Roman Prince that ruled from Em- 
phratesto the Atlantick, Ocean , was | 
... made aFoot-ſtool|for Szpor King of 
5a Perſia to alcend on Horſe back, = 
$263. Ex at laſt had his Skin flead off, and his-. 
* Agathiz, Body ſeaſoned with Salt,and periſh*d 
| 54G0th: miſerably. Let none boaſt. of to. 
26066 morrow, for whoknows what blou-: 
dy Rain may follow upon a red eve- 
- Ithath been reported, that a 
Learned Dottor of Oxford hung up 
his Leathern Breeches in his Study- 
for a Memorial to Viſitors of his 
mean Original. The truth I avouct' 
not, but Hiſtory tells us of Agztho- 
cles, who -arolſe from a Potter to be 
King of Scily, and would be ſerved 
in no other Plate at his Table but. 
Earthen Ware, to mind him of- his: 
* former drudgery.| *Twere well if 
-ſome . 


'Y fome would remember whoſe Shoos * 3 
they have cleaned, whoſe Coals they | 
have carried, and whole Money they 
have I and deal ps, 5 
with their Creditors, as the E 
Lord Crowwel did by the oilacs nr 
Merchant in t'e time of Henry the 2. 
8h, when Woolſy like a Butcher for- 
got the King his Maſter. *Twas 0- 
therwiſe with Holy David, who be- 
ing in Kingly dignity, graciouſly 
calls to mind his following the Ewes 
great with young, when now feeding 
the Sheep of 7/rael. His Golden 
Scepter points at his Wooden Hook, 
and he plays the old Lefſons of his 
Oaten Pipe upon his Alzum Harp ,, 
and ſpreads his Bethlehem Tent with-. 
in. his Marble Palace on Mount .. 

| Zion, | 
There be profound Myſteries of 
Mercy in the'deep of AMidction, and 
golden Oar is often dug from the * 
dark Caves of reſtraint, and great 
deliverances ſlide into us' upon the 
ſtreams of Sorrow. God ſometimes 
lets our Corn-fields on fire .,, to en--: -, 
lighten our path to himſelf. Storins 
in the Voyage to Tar/#s drive Fonab ,, 5,,, 
quite 35. 


Pf. 7871. 
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> — © quite, back to Nimeveh He. ſhuts 


our Shops, that| Fe may open-our 
Souls to him. Many break and are 
undone here, that they may be made 
for ever. A crack'd credit heals a 
Shipwreck'd Confcicnce. Their Coin 
is melted by a London Fire, tiat the 
Heart may not truſt in uncertain 
Riches ; anda melted Heart is more 
worth than a Kingdom of Bullion, 
Naked Fob when ſcraping his Boils 
on the Dunghill, was clad with the 
rich Array of Humility, and his Ru- 
by Betches glittercd with patience , 
and became a more honourable Per- 
fon than in Purple among the Elders 


Pro. 234<. A! the Gate of e/f£zia, Earthly Ri: 
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ches take wings and fly up to Heavep 
to reccive a new| diſpofal, and Hea- 


venly Riches fly down and make a 


happy change. When poor and ſor- 
did Spirits are lifted up by a yellow 
Muckhill, God is plealed to fink 
their Ships by a ſouthweſt wind, that 
they may learn in their old Age to 
iwim naked to tne Rock of Ages. 
When Eſtates floſy into mens Cheſts, 
and their afletions ebb from -Godz 
if good in the main , no wonder if 


ſhortlyÞ, 
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"ſhortly their Ears tingle with a rou- © © 


ling Hurrican, and a Moth of envy & 
reproach eat up- their credit, and a 
Worm ſent ro gnaw at the Root of 
their- Subſtance. Many bluſtering 
Storms ſplit carnal hopes, that in 
broken planks of mercy they may re- 
cover the port of happineſs. 

The Paths of Mercy are wonder- 
fully intricate, that we may ſtudy and 
learn to difcry the windings of Pro- 
vidence. God led his people by a 
right or ſtraight way , ſays David, 


Vo 
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but in a very crooked and winding pp, 1--. 


way according to the Stations ſet 
down by Moſes 1hecloudy Pillar. 
gave them many a weary turn to 
chaſtize their crooked hearts. Their 
Journey took them up 40 years , 
which might have been performed in. 
paſſing over but 92 Miles from the 
Border of Ezypr to the Southern 
City of Canaan : For Peluſium or Sin 
in the Land of Sinim , the laſt City 
of e£7ypr, was diſtant but 92 Miles 
from Khinocurura or Nahalmizraim, 
the fixſt City of Canaan, on the brook 
1n the South of Simons Tribe, called 
the River of e-£gypt in Scripture 3 as 
appears : 


If. 27s 12s 


appears by the Itinerary of Antonine” 
...the Emperour, |which at 10 Miles 
a day , conſidering ſo vaſt a multi! 


tude, makes but 9 days journey to 
arrive at the Land of Promiſe. Yet 
in what vaſt wandrings to and fro in 
that howling Wilderneſs did they 


_"rowl about? Four ſeveral rimes they 


Exod.x4. 


were commanded to turn about. 


Firſt » from Etham to Pihahiroth, 


2. © - Secondly, from Mount Horeb to the 
Numv.33:Mount of the Amorites. Thirdly, 


Nb. 14. 
25. +» 
Deut. 1. 
40s | 
Deut. 2.2. 
Numb. \ 4. 
34. 


from Zinkadeſh by the Amorie 
Mountains, quite back again tothe 
Red Sea. And Fourthly , from 
the Red Sea | northward again; 
beſides other Special Turns accor- 
ding to the various Stations in the 
Wilderneſs to bear their Iniquities, 
and know Gods Breach of Promiſe , 
which though failing to them | that 
believed not, and fo firft brake with 
him; yet was fulfilled to a tittle 
with their Children, whom the mur- 
muring Fathers had conſigned to be 
a prey in the Deſert. The poſterity 
of thoſe Repiners were taught beryer 
manners by the Briars and Thorns of 
Sinai, We never| carve well for out 

{elves,. 


ſelves, when we ſnuff at the portion 
cut outto us by the Hand of God. 
The way to our old Lovers is hedg'd 
up with merciful thorns, to turn us 

into the right 'way to the new Feru- 
falem. Auſtin ſays of his Mother Auſtin , 
Monica, She had learn'd the Leſſon Confe/eleg- 
of a Vertuous Wife , not to reſiſt* 9* 

her offended Husband , [Non tar:- 

tum fatto, ſed ne verbo quidem, 7 Not 

by an unſeemly word, much leſs in 
carriages, How much more obſe- 

= behaviour owe we to the Fa-: 

ther of our Spirits, that we may live' 

in his love ; and to that Heavenly, 
Husband of all gracious and meek 

Souls, to gain his delight in ourper-' 

lons by retembling himſelf? Then out | 

of ſeeming diſcouragements we may Ii 12. 3 
draw real and experienced comforts, _ 
and out of the deep Wells of trouble the | 
Waters of Salvation and Foy, As 

the Woman of Canaan by our Lords 

calling her a Dog to try her Faith , 
proved her ſelf to be one of the loſt 
Sheep of the true Iſrael, which he 
came down to find. | | 
We muſt behave and quiet our 
{dyes like weaned Children under - Pl. 1312s 
_ F the _ 


[ 
| 
[ 
| 


Moen Holy omg, 446 and 
lowlineſs of Spirit muſt huſh all the © 
proud whimperings of our minds in , ! 
the hour of Trial, till we become 
like little Children, if we would en- 
ter the Kingdom of Heaven. 7acob 1 

Zo, 12, Terved for a Wiſe, and for a Wife, 

12. kept _— in Aram, ſays the Prophet; | | 
though by an- unkind brother was. Þ , 
frighted thither,, and by an. hard- | 
Uncle was hurried back , by unto- 
ward Children forced from Shechem, 
and by athreatning famine compelled 
into e£7ypr;, and all to this end,that 
God might nouriſh the People of 
Shem in the Land of Ham , to pre- 
pare them for the Milk and Honey of 

; the Land of Canaan, at that time the 
poſſeſſon of Ham'sPoſterity. 

LO God glorifies many an Attribute 
in qne ſingle Mercy , and teaches us 
to pry into every one, and to gaze 
uponthe Luſtre and Tapeſtry-work 
of all his Mercies. Though God is 
never the holier |or wiſer , more 
7pm or juſt, by bur glorifying. 

i 


s Name; yet 'tis our duty ang his 
tribute , our homage and his con» 
4 deſcend- 


Fob 25-6. 
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] deſcending favour to accept it. The” | 
oth..r before all worlds, and do till; 


3 glorious perſons did glorifie each © 


The Son was always rejoycing before Prov. 8. 
the Father. The Son' prays, Father 3 
glorifie thy Name ;, and' a Voice from vl th 
Heaven anſwers, I have both glorified g © © 
it, and will glorifie it again: And 
the Son prays, That the Father would Foh.17.54 
glorifie him-with that Glory which he 
had with him before the World was. 
And ſpeaking of the Holy Spirit, he 
laith, He ſhall glorifie me ;, yet he is Fob, 16, 
pleated to ſet forth his Name, that 14. 
we ſhould aſcribe the Honour Dy - 
to it. Hethat offers praiſe plorifics 7]. 29+2e 
bim. To this lake < al ob- 71-59-23e 
ſerve - what wiſderm ſhines in con- 
trivement, what power it! _ 
ment againftall oppoſition, and what: 
mercy in finiſhing and landing ſuch a 
Favour in our Boſoms. So that when 
we little dream-fuch an Aﬀair* can 
come to pals , it fuddealy ſurprizes 
us with admiration and aftoniſhment, 
by unſpeakable Xfazes and winding 
Labyrinths without our trouble; that 
as we now ſtand ſtill and ſee his Sal- 
vation, ſo we may-all our liyes ſi. 

F 2 fill 
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| '. fill and ſolace, eur Spirits with th 


curious Embroidery of Divine Pro- 


vidence. , We may ſay as. Naomy to 
Ruth about Boaz, Sit ſtill, for the 
man will not be at reſt till he finiſh the 
thing this day. Relignation of our 
concerns to the Wildom of God 
ſhould cure all anxious and queru- 
lous thoughts about Events and If 
ſues. If God delign ſuch a Mercy , 
all the Powers /on Earth cannot hin- 
derit; and if itbe againſt his ſecret 
Will, all the Princes on Earth can- 
not further it. Yea, ifnever fo near 
to attainment, |yet a trifling furmile 
ſhall blaſtit. Follow the condu& of 
Providence by the Lamp,of the 
Word, and this . Ariadnes's Thread 
will lead through all ſecret and dark 
turnings , into| the pleaſant Fields « 
Enjoyment. This conſideration, as 
it ſhould tay our Spirits in relerence 
toall outward Mercies, ſo more e- 
ſpecially as to eternal. Where Ele- 
(tion hath pitch'd an eye of Love, 
the Hand of Mercy will certainly 
guide to Heaven. If an ele&t Veſſd 
could be imagined to bc inthe.centre 
of the Earth, the very Borels of 
; Fa 
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'Chap.IX: - of Merey;” 

Earth ſaould open, and a Golden 
Chain of Mercy be let down to draw 
up that Soul into the' Centre of Hea-= 
ven. | Iknewa Holy man, Mr.Chri- 
ftopher Hewling, who living in a pro- 
fane Village in the Foreſt of Deazx , 
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purpole to convert him, as that Re- 
1M verend perſon profeſt himſelf: For 
-S he was there but a little time, I think 
ti about a year; and as ſoon as my 
-Y Friend was converted , the profane 
ay pcoplc roſe up againſt his Miniſtry, 
ie and chaſed him away. Not unlike 
of a more glorious Inſtance of our bleſ- 


ſays) muſt needs - go through the 
Province of Samaria, that he might 
convert the poor old Woman of Sy- 
char or Shechem at the Well of F«cob. 
How ſhould we admire Go«!, wht6 is 
often pleaſed to $0 out of the ordina- 
ry way of Providence, to-bring ſome 
into the way of Paradiſe ! 
Meditation muſt ſweeten our 
thoughts of God, by pondering on 
his Mercy, and what ſpecial good- 


nels. Thecircumſtances of time and 
3 place 


> 


had a Godly Miniſter ſent thither-on 


ſed Lord, who (the Spirit of God Job 4- 4 4 


Go = 


neſs. is wrapt up in every divine kind- 
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ſtraits and exigencies, the perſons , 
and ſpeeches, and thoughts, of heart 
are tranſ{cen{ent in contributing to , 
and producing of admirable ends and 
Gen. 22. iſſues. Ji:the punt will the Lord 
yo be ſeen. When the Pſalmiſt's Feet 
Pf. 73. 2. had well nigh ſlipt, yet was continu- 


FES.1 | ally with God, and held by the right 
I2s 


glory. He brings us into the Net, 
cauſeth men tq/ ride over our heads, 
and carries us through fire and wa- 
ter into a wealthy place, When the 

* Oil ſcarce wets the bottom of the 
© © | Cruſe, and the Meal ſpent from the 
Barrel, then comes the Prophet with 

| a Miracle, When El:jah was faint 
1 £21946» under a Tree at Rithmah,then comes 
the Angel and bakes a Cake for him 


with Juniper Coals while yet aſleep, - 


and awakes him to eat it. © When 
Moeſes lay crying in a Cage of Bul- 
ruſhes upon the River N:/e, inſtead 


of a Crocodile to devour him comes 


the Daughter of |Pharaob to relieve 


him, and nurſe him up for a King; 
nay to pay his own Mother fornur--! 
ling her own Son. | We ſhould = | 
melo -- | r 


hand of his Counſel till received to' 


place, themethods, the means, the | 
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riſh fiyeet thoughts of God, when - 
aMi&ions miniſter ſharp to Senſe. 
We may be nouriſh'd by the Meat 
from the Eater,and ſuck Honey from 
Flowers that grow on Thorns. God 
hath ordained varieties and ſucceſh- 
onsin all. The Night, the Storms , 
the Winters and Wildernels of a 
Saint , ſhall endina glorious Suns” 
ſhine day, and an everlaſting So- 
mer in Heaven ; that fo in the midſt 


of all anxious & perplexing thoughts Pug4 


within us thy Comforts may delight 
our fouls.It's a double word or a qua- 
drate-root in the Hebrew, and figni-, 
fies to play or ſport with delight and 
excefive- Joy, and is uſed by the 
Prophet E/ay to note the exuberant 
felicity of the Church in the later 
days, when ſhe ſhall be dandled and 


danced over and over upon the knees 5-66.12. , 


of proſperity and mercy. 


The aims and ends of God <G 


ſhould be eyed in every providence. 
Sennacharih was ſent to corre and 


not deſtroy his people; howbeit he 7,10, 7% 


meant not ſo, but to cut off Nations 
not a few. Stay, ſays the Lord, ſhall 
the Ax boaſt againſt the Hewe), ard 
F 4 the 


the Saw ſhake againſt the -Handler ? 
Let the Staff know it ſelFto bebut wood. © 
For yet awvery little while and mine 
indignation againſt Jeruſalem ſhall 
ceaſe , and mine anger ſhall end inthe 
deſtruct;on of Nineveh and Babylon. 
Wien men determine, they muſt ask | 
leave of God, or elſe they ſhall ſuck 
the Venome of the Cockatrice Eggs 
"IP which themſelves have laid. Like. 
eus in . 
\ Aſexand. That infamous Pope, who was him- 
6. p. 435. {elf poyſoned with the ſame winche 
had prepared for his Cardinals. Fo- 
Gen. 50+. ſeph's Brethren meant his ruine, but 
_ God meant it for good to ſave much 
people alive,to nouriſh his Father juſt 
17 years in Egypt, the ſame num- 
ber that he was nouriſh'd by his Fa- 
ther in Canaar, and to lay the foun- 
_ , _ dationofa Peoplethat ſhould be the 
* 29, 6, Tuine of Egypts Armies. Reſt im 
” oe the Lord, bu. 695 patiently for him , 
and he ſhall bring forth thy Righteouſ- 
neſs as the light, and thy Fudgement 
Fam,5e11: 25 the noon day. Ye have z=Y of the 
patience of Fob, and ſeen the end of 
the * et, he is very pitiful _ of 
” Sem. 22 fender mercy. Although my houſe be 
| "i we fo with God, lays David ; er 
at 


25. 
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1 ; « of Mercy. A 
hath made with me an Everlaſting 
venant, ordered in all things and ſure. 
Let's finiſh this Chapter with ſome 
Inferences. 

The Anatomy of former Mercies 


puts an Argument in the mouth of . 


Prayer, a Glaſs to the Eye of Faith, 
anda Harp in the Hand of Thankful- 
nels. Wholſo. knows and conliders 
he is worthy of nothing,will be meek 


and ſweetly ſatisfied with everydi- - 


ſpenſation of God. Seek the Lord a{l Z*th. 23» » 


ye meek of the Earth. A meek Spirit is 
ofa praying and thankful frame. ' 

Holy contentation is . the Fruit 
that grows upon the Tree of Obſer- 
vation of foregoing Providences. All 
former ſtorms have iſſued in ſpiritu- 
al calms... When the Diſciples Ship 
was full of Waves, Chriſt comes and 
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treads the boiſterous. billows into aMark, rag 


{mooth plain under the Foot-of his4s. 


Command. Who can divine what 


infinite wiſdom is doing ? who knows - 


what errand a flight of Snow, or a 
clap of Thunder,or aſhower of Rain, 


is {ent upon? When. a Gentleman: : 


once riding - furiouſly was ſtopt by. 


2 terrible ſtorm, and forced. into. a + 


F $ Smith's. 5 


FT The Triooph Chapt 
- Smith's Shop z demanding of him, 
for what particular ufe ſome of his 
mechanick Tools might {&ve? He 
replyes in a chaff, He knew not : Then 
tfays the good man, How much leſs 
can you tell for what ends the wiſe God 
may ſend this forcible Rain from the 
Fulg. 5 Clouds ! A Lion was once forced 
you into a Pit by Snow, and perhaps ma- 
- Ny a life ſaved, and the valour of 
1 Sam-12e Benajah tried and proved. Samuel 
10 * obtained a Victory upon the Phili- 
2 Sam.22. tines by thunder. Great Rains from 
20, Heaven overflowed the Banks of K:- 
ſhin, and ſwept away the Canaanites 

into the Gulf of Deſtrution. 

Je Experiences of the preſidents in | 
former conduds teach a Saint not 
to ask riches, preferment, or health, | ' 
orſucceſs, or any outward mercy | | 
with an impotent and impetuous Spi- | \ 
r# ; but' with ſubmiſſion to, and | *® 
coniiſtency with the love and good | t 

1 
\ 
t 
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pleaſure of God. Say upon thy knees, 
Bleſſed Lord, I beg to have, and. ſee, 
and taſte thy love in every mercy. Nay, 
to difcern that every croſs is the 
fruit of fatherly Love, and every de- 
liverance fweetned by the ſtraits _ 
pret- 
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preſſures which tutn the anſwer of 
(oa into an experience to forti- 

fie faith. If then we are inſtructed. 

by former efcapesto carry ourCroſs 

to Golgotha with our Lord and $Si- 
mon, we ſhall certainly rife from | 
Mount Oliver to a Crown in Hea- . 

ven. 


ic 
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CHAP. Xx. 


Repentance of Secret and 
Sudden Sins. 


F. | HE Divine Viſitation, by fe- 
cret, ſudden, and unexpeRed © 
Mercies, lays ſtrong Bonds and O-- : 
bligations upon us to repentance and . 
| watchfulneſs againſt ſecret fins. They | 
| arealways in the light of Gods coun- 2. 99.8, . -: 
| | tenanceto diſcern, and ought tobe 
in the light of our Conſcience to pre- 
vent. David ſets a preſident tohide 
the word within our Hearts, to pre- Pf. 119, 
ſerve from hidden offences. Set up + ; 
the ſtrict Judicature of Conſcience 
upon heart inquiries , to teſtifie _ 
. thy 


W an 


thy ſincerity and gratitude. He that 
always makes conſcience of fecrafil : 
duties and ſecret ſins, is a ſound and 
ſincere Chriſtian. A good conſcience 
Proves + is a continual | feaſt, and makes a 
Pr.15.12, cheerful Chiiſtian.: And a cheerful 
Fr.17.22, heart does good like a Medicine, and 
places a man in a Paradice of peace 
and delight. One of the moſt dread. 
ful roarings in Hell will moſt proba- 
bly flow Ron the negle& of the war- 
ning voice of conſcience upon earth, 
That's the Salamander which lives in 
perpetual Flames, and ſtings like a 
Scorpion both with head and tayl; 
looking backward uponill-ſpent lite , 
fcorning the rebukes within, and ſor- 
ward upon endleſs and remedyleſs 
miſery. What makes men fo fear- 
ful hereat the noiſe and alarm « 
any temporal judgment without, but 
guilt within ? As F»venal mourned 
over the Varlets of Rome in hisd ay 
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 Hiſum qui tripilant & ad omnia fulgura pallem! 
Cum tonat examines primo quoq; murmure cell, 
At every flaſh of lightning they wax pale, 
When diſtant thunder rumbles villains quail, 


O happy Man. that makes peac 
'_ _ » berimes 


4 


betimes. with that inward Vice- _. 

roy , before the. thunderbolt over- Sneton. 
throws the luxurious Table, - and /6.5.c.48.-7 
ftrike the Cup out of his Hand, as it —— 3 
did to Nero! Obey the. faithful coun- * * ; 
ſcl- of Conſcience now, and he'll 


et 

nd 

ce 

; 

ul | 
dll prove a faithful friend at death and 
ce 
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judgment. Lethim be thy preſent 
Counſellor, and he'l be thy future 
Comforter. He that's ſound at Coar - 
needs fear no ſearching. Whoſo 
hath judg'd himſelf already, may ; 
with peace and comfort expect the 1 Cor* Fits 2 
judgment to come. - Upon ſincere 3'* © 
[;Y fcrutiny of thine own Spirit , thou ; 
3 mayeſt with ſome Holy Confidence + , 
rl lift up that gracious Prayer , .Lord pf, ,,," 
bl ſearch and try me, andcleanſe me from 23,  _ + 
r-Y ſecret fins. In the cloſe, renew holy £19,124? 
covenants, purpoſes, and refoluti- 4 
ons with God, and in the might of cg. 1.114 
his glorious power to perform. We 
thou find thy heart thus fincerely in- 
* gaged in the Court, of. Conſcience , 
to condemn and arraign thy ſelf, to 
/ponder and-conſider thy ways 3 hence. 
will ariſe a Fountain of unſeigned re- 
ntance under the, Threſhold of 
is Tribunal, - as in Ezekzels Viſions. 
hence 
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124 Nap. 

3 hence thou mayeſt conclude that thy 

fins are pardoned 3 and a- Chriſtian 

may ſurely know it| by theſe Signs. 

I, 1. If after deep Humiliation and 
ſerious care of Holinels the Soul 
find ſome inward reliſh, and ſome 
lively ſweetneſs from the Hope of 
Pardon. 

2. 2. Ifhe finds that the Spirit of 
God infuſes ſome ſyyeet inclinations 
to lay hold of the Covenant founded 


pe-foundations; that is, the meer 
grace and mercy of God in Chrilt to 
loſt Sinners coming weary and heavy 
laden to his Throne: | That man is in 
the happieſt condition in the whole 
world: The conſequence will ſhine 
þ Pf. 1031. _—_— comme 5 oy God ſhall 
p al iniquity gracioully, by pourt 
peace "x De Conſeience, and ſabe 
| Mic.7.19, due iniquity viftoriouſly, that n6 fin 
| Pf. 19.12, ſhall have dominion over him. 
| Secret teats for ſecret ſins are an 
| excellent ſign of an Holy Heart, and 
| a Healing Balſam for broken Spirits. 
God well underſtands the Language 
of half words interrupted with lighs, 
and interprets them |as the Steems 
| and 
t 
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in Chriſt, and cloſes withhim on Gol: 
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and breathings of 'a broken Heart. - 3 
 ' My groaning, ſays David, is not hid If. 389 "2 
. fromthee. Andas all our fooliſhneſs 7/7 om bx 
' is before himto cover it, fo-i all; 
- our heavincſs to eale it; and therefore 
ſhall our Souls praiſe and pleaſe him 
more than a Bullock with young Bochart. 
Horns and Hoofs upon his Altar. 4: animal, 


Holy mourning keeps out carnal *% 1-cots *= 


forrow, and produces ſpiritual Joy, 7*** - 
It ſtirs up the Heart of a Saint to beg - 
preventing grace , which no falle, 
heart can perform without ſecret re- 
ſerves. This inward ſorrow prevents 
open ſhame. God will never give 
up fuch a ſoul to be trampled on by 
ſpiritual Enemies, who are already 
humbled by themſelves. In Saints 
humiliation there's a door opened for 
{ecret hope, becauſe of the precious 
. promiſes that are plighted to it, and | 
chpecially of preventing future Sin ,y, . 5, - 
by ſtrengthning grace. For as the  . 
Love ofGodis theFountain of all true 
repentance, ſo *tis the attraRtive of 
more incomes of divine Love to the 
Soul. Accordigg to our Love fo is 
our Faith and Tfuſt in God, and ac- 
cording to our truſt ſuch is our _ 

| om 
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7he-7rremph ChapXM 
dom at the Throne of Grace. Truſt 
in him, and pour out your hearts be- 
fore him, pour them out like water 
injoyful tears. | For when the ſtone 
inthe heart is melted by merey, the 
eyes will ifſue like a fountain. of 
tears. *AjaIvi of” weidttpues vet , 
Good men have: melting Spirits. ' Tis 
a branch of the Covenant, and a fruit 
ofthe effuſion ofthe Spirit of Grace. 
It's aſſerted by the Learned in Chy- 
miſtry, that no enſtrunms are lo 
powerful as Sulfureous- and Oily Li- 
quors ro melt down the hardeſt Mi- 
nerals: To be ſure there's nothing 
like the Oil: of Mercy ſotpotent a 
Solvent for an Iron Heart. 

A true Holy| Soul takes up- his 
time within, and begs the preſence 
and aſſiſtance of the Spirit : He prin- 
cipally labours at inward cerrupti- 
ons, to hack-down that curſed thorn 
and ſtub it up by the Roots. He 
judges himſelf for ſecret iniquities, 
becauſe God being a Spirit , has a 
{pecial eye upon the frame of Spirits. 
Not the iſſues of .gthe Tongue +and 
vaunting of High Attainments 1s 
pleaſing in_ his Sight, but the Spiri- 
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tual iſſues of a humble Heart. God 
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abhors that perſon who wallows in 
hearts defilements, and much more 
if he has a Golden Tongue tipt with 
Hypocritical Eloquence. The num- 
bers of heart (ins as to their kinds, 
are many; as to their as innumer- 
able. Yet an J/raclite indeed is con- 
tinually bending his Bow, and ſhoot- 
ing forked Arrows into their bowels. 
Such are inward anger, pride, envy, 
revenge, carthineſs, ſloth of Spirit, 
ſecurity , unthankfulneſs, unprepa- 
rings hon for Holy Communion, 
and the like. I might ſpread forth 
the odiouſneſs of ſome of theſe in- 
ward Sins, and lay open the ſources 
and {prings of many outward enormi- 
ties, which break outinto the life, but 
ſhall furrender that Province to Mo-* 
ral Philoſophy, or rather the Divine 
Ethicks of Solomon, to cure theſe in- 
ward corruptions; and adviſe all 
Chriſtians to beware of the firſt mo- - 
tions and conceptions of the Heart, 
to ſet a guard againſt ſudden Tenta- 


tions, and to ftartle at the firſt occa- 


fions to lin. 
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A gracious perſon may be ſurpri- 
zed a fall a kenty arg Thieves 
that lurk behind the Buſhes. Nay , 
very holy men, unleſs wonderful 
wary, may be|quickly tript up by 
ſudden Queſtions and unexpeRed E- 
mergencies. Who knows the fub- 
tilty of fin, andthe deceitfulneſs of 
his own heart ? | Take heed of an- 
{wering quickly, and fend up ſudden 


Ejaculations to Heaven before you 


reply to a weighty and doubtful mo- 


tion, Abraham fell twice in the caſe 
of Sarah. Moſes ſpake unadviſedly 
with his Lips at the Waters of Aderi- 
bab. Aſa was too quick with the 
Prophet, and Foyah was inflamed by 
ſudden anger when the Sun fcorch'd 
his head, and the Worm his Gourd; 


| fretſul paſſion burnt his heart into 


aduſt chgler. Good Hezekiah was 
{uddegly lifted up after a humbling 
fickneſÞ : And holy Foſiah was too 
precipitant in the cafe ' of Pharaoh 
Necheh. Slippery places may ny 
up the heels of great Gyants, an 
little tentations may overthrow well- 
grown Chriſtians, A ſudden ſhort 
Guſt in a chopping Sea may _ 
et 
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ſet a ſtately Ship -when all her Top- 
Gallants are out , if not very well 
Ballaſted. | | 
Strength of grace 'andipowerful af- 
ſiſtance are known by ſudden onſets. 
To fave credit, or ſtop a loſs, or di- 
vert an inquiſitive temper, puts many 
a Sood heart to a venture. If God 
withdraw, and guards be aſleep, we 
may be blown down by the breath of 
a lly Maid: Aspoor Peter fell fore- 
ly, and broke his ſes upon the Pave- 
ment in Cajaphas's Hall. They do ill 
that put ſnaring queſtions and inter- 
rogatories ; but they do worſe who 
watch not a trapping tongue. Deli- 
ver a Saint from ſudden exigencies, 
and he*ll do ywell.enough ordinarily 
as to any deliberate ſin. Our Mo- 
ther Eve was catch'd by a queſtion, 
loſt a whole Paradiſe of Fruit trees 
by a tempting Apple. David by an 
inchanting glance at Fer»ſalem kind- 
led a flame, which had almoſt blown 
up his Kingdom : And what ſtraits 


.he was in at Maon, and Enged:, and 


Ziglag , his trembling Harp does." 
tune it in mournful ditties. Had not 
7oſeph been trongly fayported, = | 

black 
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black Eeyptian| Miſtreſs had ſmutte 
bis Soul and ſlain his chaſtity. We 
are too ready for ſudden fear to joyt 
iſſue, and betray our Souls before 
We can recover|our Spirits. 
Pr. 28.14. Bleſſed is the Man who feareth 
always, and treads gently that he 
may walk ſecurely. Cana man take 
Fire in his boſom and not be burnt? 
Take heed of ſparks, to avoid flames, 
Beg pardoning grace. for former 
ſlips; renewing —_ ,and pre 
venting grace again{t future invalt- 
ons. Take heed of ſecurity after 
proſperous victories, Cyrmsthe Per. 
fian, and Harold the Saxon,loſt their 
lives in a new Battel after a late 
 ViRtory. Upon great ſucceſs ſound 
| your i in the Valley of Hw 
mility. God never ſeals affurance 
upon a proud Spirit ; he looks ſmile 
ingly on the humble, and the cons 
trite Soul that trembles at his word. 
Maintain ſecret communion , and 
heavenly ſtrength will maintain your FP 
ground. The brighter the light off 
communion ſhines into the Soul, the 
clearer will a Saint ſee into the dark 
corners of a filthy heart, and. ww 
11s 
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Every prayer muſt have its ſighs, be- 
cauſe every day we contratt ſome 
blemiſhes. Delay eſtranges God, 
and makes a Spot to fink the dee- 
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Bithynia ſaid , It was the Doors 

duty, [Ut tro, celeriter, & jucunge Cell. de 
, B crrer,] To cure his Patients ſafely; ” med, l.3. 
4 | ſuddenly,and pleaſantly, Cel/w adds, Wh 
« Þ [Fere periculoſum eſt numinm, & feſti- 
j- Y 14tio., & volupt us) That haſte and 
+ Y pleaſantneſs are. moſtly dangerous.” 
7. Y Repentance, if ſound , is never too 
ir Y wiſtz and the more bitter its potion, 
teYthe more pleaſant inIfſue. Repen- 
1d 
u- 


hi per. 

ef JAſclepiades the great Phyſician of 
e 

| 


tance that's hurried muſt be repented 
over. Much filth requires foaking 
ſhowers. To ſet a Bone too haſtily, 
may induce a Callzs, and doublesthe 
ſorrow to. break it again for a right 
placing. Be not earneſt in time of 
affliction to uſe inordinate means to 
Ipeed deliverance. Facob was too 
nimble in bending his Knees for his 
athers Bleſſing, it coſt him 20 years 
gile, and a ſhrunk Sinew before he * 


ob- 


FS Obtained i folly now WE Rewer 
a Stay Gods time, and the Merey will” 
ripen-more | Kindly. Somer Fruit 
will rot before Winter, and ſuchas 
are green gathered are-windy and 
griping. Beaſts that ſtruggle in the' 
Net are more intangled, and impati- 
ent Birds by fluttering in the Twigs, 
Birdlime all their Feathers and ſtick 
. thefaſter. It's no wiſdom, to eat the 

Iron Bars with Aqua ferrigand break 

Priſon unadviſedly ; he may leap to 

the Neck in the Caſtle-ditch arid {mk 

in the Mire, or bruiſe his Bones 1n 

the Foundation-jettings for an Alma- 

Pf. 5. 2. nack itt his old Age. Though David 
found ſome marrow' in bis 'vexed 

Bones, yet upon |\change of weather 

the aches brought Sin to remem- 

brance. Our troubles will end more 
auſpiciouſly when Angels are- fent 

from Heaven to; open the Iron Gate 

as they did to Peter, and lead himto 

the houſe of prayer. Thou mayeſt 

know when God intends a Salvation, 

the Shackles will fall off eaſily, and 

| the Gates will fly open at night; and 
If. 12 <1, firange opportunities ſhall' fer ther 
1-122 in the Churches State; mer 
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the Sandy South. 
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Let every gracious Soul wipe off 


his ſliding Tears with the hand of 
Hope. Thoxgh his Sins have ſeem'd 


; CUVe1 34%. 
to reach to Heaven, yet his repentant p\.s6. . 


tricklings are laia up in bottles with- P/. 10844. 
in the Heavens , and the Divine 
Mercies are gy 6 above the FHea- 
vens of Heavens. Let thy grateful 
returns kneel before the Throne of 
of Grace in ſecret firm Reſoluti- 
ons againſt Secret Sins, to prevent . 
them, for the Honour of his Holy 
Name, whonow lades us with Se-" 
cret, and will crown us with Open, 
Mercies. 
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CHAP. XI. 


The Leniment 'or Mitigation of 
Sorrows by pondering on Sud- 
den Mercies, and the San(ti- 

' fied Fruit of Aſfudtions. 


H OW brittle and uncertain is 
the State of all things ? nothi 

under the Sun | that's conſtant ns. 1 
permanent. What various Events 

confound the Counſels of the deepeſt 
Politicians, every Age demonſtrates, 
Confidence of future proſperity, be- 
cauſe a man ſtands upon rhe Pinacle 
of honour,is a token of the extremity 
of Folly. Between the higheſt fortune 
and the darkeſt Gulf of miſery, a 
day ſometimes does not intervene. 


Dan.5<30. Belſhaz.zar carouling in the Temple | 


Xenoph. 
Cyrodad, 
L 7. 


of Belus with the captive Flagons of 
Feruſalem inthe day time , was the 
very next night found drinking” offa 
deadly Cup-mixt with his own bloyd. 
He that ſtands. on: the top of theF 
Wheel may juſtly fear a whirling 
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FJ precipice. Phyſicians obſerve, That 
perſons in the height of health are 
often nigheſt to ſome dangerous fick- 
nels, and need preventing Phyſick.;" 
while ſuch as are in a recovering 
ſtate are a great deal ſafer. When 
the Sun is in his Meridian Glory , 
then he begins to decline, and after*. 
the darkeſt time of night the mor- 
ning Star begins to glitter out of the 
| Eaſt. Sudden viciſl:tudes ought to 
render men cautious ,, and let- the 
F proudeſt Nzzrods take heed of being 
's 
| 
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imperious. When Gales are very 
benign to the Sail, yet the Keel of 
a Ship may be near ſharp Rocks and 
lwallowing Quick-ſands. 
What's matter of caution inpro- 
y ſperity, ſhould be comfort in adver- 
lity. ws jacet in fovea non habet 
wide cadat , One faln to the ground 
hasno ſurther to fall ; his next turn ' 
is to riſe. Former experiences of . 
Gods wonderful Mercies in wonder- 
fulſtraits ſhould ftay and ere& 
he Spirit in hope of future delive- 
rance. The Lion and the Bear com- 
forted David againſt” Golzah, Re- x 57m, 15. 
Keits of former ſudden Mercies may 34, 
G obviate _' 


\ Virgil. - 


Thil.1.29. 


Hole 6. 1. 


305. b, 


426. 


obviate our preſent Sorrows , and 


Arnold, f. 
de frmpl, c. 
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heal the breaches of ſudden AMiRti- 
ons; efpecially when we conſider 
them as Tryals ol Patience, Whet- 
ſtones of Fortitude, and Preparati- 
ons for Service. | Every Storm efca- 
ped adds to the| prudent Mariner 
dexterous kill to work his Veſſel in 
luccceding Tempeſts. The Memo- 
ry of Evaſion in the Aariatick Sea, 
fortifies his Spirit to hope a better 
:Que in the A4rlantick Ocean. [0 


paſſigraviera, dabit Dens bu quog, fi- 

ner, ] We have horn greater brunts, 

and God may giye a happy event to 

theſe. *Tis trueſt| of a Saint, all whoſe 
Storms do but haſten him to, and | &f 
land him in Heaven at laſt. Mean F 2 
while all his ſufferings are Heavenly JF 
Gifts, and all his troubles are ſan- F ti 
ified in order to a Aelcyon Calm. & in 
If God 1mites ,  *tis-with a healing Þ Þ: 
hand, and when he caſts down he Þ Mm 
revives us again.| It's {ſaid by Arnol- Þ ll 
dus that famous Phyſician of Vila an 
Nova near Barcelone, that an Inciſt- J a0 
on with a Golden Knife never ſwells. # 5p 
And Serapion aſſerts, that Cauterics = 
01 


made with Gold raiſe no — 
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cuttms affliftions do but let out 
heart corruptions , and the Inftru- 
ment it felf brings a prefenr cure, 
When God brings his People out of 
the Furnace,thedrols is loſt m firmes 
or in the Cople, and their perfons 
come out _ like pure Gold,and 
God will ſay of them, Jt is my Gol- 


= , ys, NOTE 
and are quicklier cured. The mot 


den people refined by the fire of afflit;- 2ech. 13. 


on.They are like the Boncrran Stone, ? 


that after calcination in the fire 
ſhines m the darkeſt nigh: Or like 
that wonderful Diamon 


Poterius, 


Boyle of 


mentioned Colours, p. 


by the honourable Mr. Boyle, which 4'3- 44 


being briskly rabb'd , would ſend: 


forth a glimmering light almoſt like 


. a Glow-worm. The Graces of Saints 


415d 


are never more reſplendent than in: :. 
times of adverlity, and their fucceed-- 


ing growth is moſt apparent. Hut- 


bandmen fay, that Thunder ſhowers * | 


make Graſs to grow that we may 


almoſt ſee it; by the ſulfurcous Rain 
and the Sunſhine following it ſhoots 
amain. Let's beware of a lowring 
Spirit, when clouds of aſfliftion ga+ 
ther , which drop fatneſs into the 
Soul. Thoſe Sinners are- moſt health- 


G 2 ful. 


Pf. 5501 1+ 


| Heavenly Father always takes his. 


* Reve 16. 


-15. 


'Arnold. 
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round moſt fertile that drinks in the 
ater as well as formerrain. Let af- 
flited perſons remember, that con- 
tinual Sunſhine ſcorches a Land into 
barrenneſs ; and many a good Soul 
looſes much of its verdure and green- 
nels by fair weather ; and that our 


Rod into the hand of Love, and when 
he whips his dear |Children, *tis with 
Twigs cut from the Balſam-Tree of 
Fudea, though it ſmart and wheal , 
yct it quickly cures. Ifthe North 
wind blow boiſterous and bleak, it 
makes a Saint to keep his Garments 
cloſe that men ſee not his ſhame ; 
and beſides, it may turn in a moment. 


Numerous inſtances occur of ſudden 


troubles, and of as ſudden eſcapes. 
Every Church and Nation, _ 
Age and Perſon, ring aloud thele 
changes. Some; hints of happy Eva- 
ſions in deplored cales in Phylick 
may fſuccour hope in like Di- 
ſtreſſes. 

A Patient having taken a Decocti- 
on of Liquoriſh, |&c. vomits it with 
a fright ; but upon ſearch, the /un- 
waſh'd 
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waſh'd ſtrainer was found to have 
been newly ulcd with Hellebor, and 
the ſcare was over. Another ha- 
ving drunk up a decoRtion of Maiden- 
hair, vomited very terribly. To fa- 
tisfie the Phyſician upon ſtrit inqui- . 
ry where *twas gathered, the Ar- 
tendents found the Carkaſe of a Toad 
juſt by the place where it grew. A 
third had almoſt loſt his Eyes by an 
Ointment adminiſtred .to preſerve 
them, received anlwer ; that the 
Preparer had powdered much Verde- 
greeſe the day before, part whereof 
was caſually mixt with it. A fourth 
labouring under a Flux, and no Me- 
dicine prevailing, the Phyfician found 
out. he uſed Water from a Ciſtern 
newly plaiſtered. The laſt to be 
named was deep in.a Hettick, and 
lay in a new whited Chamber, and 
grew worſe till removed. To warn 
Phyſicians and Patients to be careful | 
what perſons they imploy in prepa- 
rg Medicines,and what Ingredients - 
they uſe, and what. Circumſtances 
may attend. Upon ſuch twine 
threads hangs the Life of Man, and 
G3 ; by 


Do. be-Triamph Chap.XT. 
by direting providence many fudden 
and notable eſcapes. 

Arnold. f.. -*Tis related of one fo ſtruck with 

28. 6b, fearina Dream, that his Hair turn'd 

gray. Ofanother under the Duke 
of Alva's Tyranny (as I remember) 
who was all white in one night under 
fear ofExecutign. And another be- 
iog Lameat worſhip in a Church, the 
Popiſh Soldiers ruſhing in to mur- 
der, forgetting his Crutches, ran 
away ; and his. Spirits being briskly 
agitated by the fright, received the 
perfect uſe of his Limbs. Sudden 
unexpetted deliverances drop down 
from Heaven: | When Dame! was 
fetting down into the Den, the An- 
+ - gc flew down faſter and ſtopt the 
Lions Mouths before the Prophet 
came to the bottom. Sometimes 
Holy Perſons are not preſently and 
fully delivered|, yet meet with fu- 
ſtaining help. Our blefſed Saviour, 
though not deliyered from the Crols, 
and its Ifſve till the RefurreQion ; 
'vet while hefainted under its weight 
in the dolorous way, met providenti- 
allv with Si»20z of Cyrene to aid him; 
and inward ſupport to ſtrengthen his 
| Spirits, 


by 
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Spirits. O happy Simon! How of- 
ten might Chriſt from Heaven help 
him ox ne to bear his Croſs _ TREE. 
Earth. To the obt riſes tight wn ; 
darkneſs, a "Apve5 . evans Fs + I 
denly, like the Viſton In 4 WOuntarn of Gen, 27s 
Thickets and Brambles, When A- 13+ 
brabam's Kniſe was up, the Angel's 

Arm came down, at yentures the 

gaſhing of his hand to ſave the cut- 

ting of /ſaac's Throat. Feremy is 

caſt into a miry Dungeon by ſome of .,. 2g. . 
the Courtiers, another Gourtier ab 10. 
luddenly helps him out. Forah ma 

ſtormy Sea was caſt into a Whales 

Belly, and by a ſudden ſtorm in the 

Whales ſtomach was caſt out upon "ff 
dry Land. The: Children of 1/rael 71,9. 47 
ſtood crying and roaring upon one 10. 
ſhore, and in a few hours were dan- 15+ 1+ 


_—_ fnging upon the other ſhore 


of t Red Sea. Dawid weeps ar Zug 1 Sam. 30s © 
lag till he couldiyeep no more, and 4- : 
tien'tires himſclf aſter Amaleckover- 
takes, overcomes , overturns , and 
gets ſuch a noble Spoil that hewho 
even now was but a needy Captain of - 
a few | Outlaws , ſends rich preſents 
to his Friends, taken from the Lords: 
G 4 Ene- » : 


| 


' , _ Enemies. So that he who had ſpent 
his tears in Sorrow, finds anew rivu- 


haſt turned our morning into dancing, 
and we became like men that dream, 
Tl. 12E-2* pgyhen thou turnedſt our captivity im 
Negeb, the barren ſandy Deſert in the 
South of Judah. | 
Rev.12. 1. The Churches State in this life is 
ixt, . while under the Moon *tis 
hangeable; but when clothed with 
the Sun in Fohn's Viſion, ſhe will be 
i. luſtrious,and tread the Moon under 
her Feet. \ 
The Church has a time to fing the 
$rv.19.3 Song of the Lamb more melodiouſly 
* ?"** than the Song of Moſes. Moſes his 
| Song was a mixt Song ; there were 
Amorites to conquer after the Egyp- 
\ trans were ſunk in the Mighty Wa- 
ters. After ſongs of deliverance 
come the bitter waters of Marah 
and new Elegies. The Church ſings 
that Song upon Earth, but this Song 
of the Lamb in Heaven, where no 
more troubles. ] 
Kev. 4.6.) The Church| in Apoſtolical times 
had a Sea of Glaſs as clear as Chry- 
tal, wherein to 1ce their faces a 
| | Wa 


7/.30.11. let of tears ſtreaming for joy. Thou 
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times of -per 
mingled with Fire. They enjoyed 
pure worſhip, but attended with fie- 
ry tryals. But in her Heavenly ſtate 
there ſhall be Sea no more. A State 
of perfection needs no more waſhings 
for communion in glory. 

Here God wiſely mingles. com- 
forts and croſſes to keep. us in a holy: 
awe of fin, .and to encourage us in 
{piritual Services. We confra&t much 
duſt and ſoyl from worldly company, 
and need waſhing. and. purging every 
day, whereby. to ſave our ſelves from 


this untoward . Generation. 1/ael 4@. 2498'S | 


had.lain among the pots in Egypr,and 
needed ſcouring inthe Wilderneſs, 
that the Thorns of Sing might fetch 
the Onions of - Egypt out . of their 
iqueazy ſtomachs. Nay,Gods people 
enjoy not only ſugceſſive, but tem- 
porary mixtures: For in the midſt 
of forrews ariſes ſpiritual joy to ſup- 
port and. quicken, . and-in times of 
proſperiry are exerciſed with ſpiri- 
tual ſins and heart-forrows to hum- 
ble and keep them ſteddy. Nabal. 


and Hagman (like other wicked wret- 
G 5 ches),* 
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as The Trin ph Chap.XT, 

ches) were either all joy or all-for- 

row, and by turns everwhelm'd with 
1 $4M425. both; their hearts were as light as a 
36e feather, or elſe lunk like lead. Let's 
beware when fatned with mercies, 
teſt we kick with Fe/aruwn; and when 
wearebrought to the ſalt waters of 
Marah, leſt our imbittered Spirits 
fret againſt the/Holy One of 1/rael . 


( 
l 
while we proclaim our anger againſt I 1 
inſtruments, let's take care that our F t 
clamours reach not the car of God F « 
himfelf. Men \often mak their im- I b 
patience -at God under colaur of F u 
| ſhooting at others miſcarriages. We 
may grieve under afflitions, and car-}} L 
ry our ſins by prayer to Heaven for I hi 
pardon-, and our troubles to thefj ar 
Mercy-ſeat for relief. I powredoutÞ ar 
Pf; 14242. my complaint before him, fays Davidg Ki! 
7 ſhewed before him my trouble, Moum th 
6a we may, but |murmur and matter = 
I. $1.20, We muſt not. | Mourn like Dovayy of 
Songs2, without Gall |1n the Clefts of thelff Fir 
14s Rock, but not toſs the Horn and wil 
roarlike wilde Bulls in the Net, full fin; 
of the fury of the Lord. _ 77 
Aic. 7.9. When we have mourned meckly 
and patiently for ſm, and born the Ir 


dignatio 


hed we may look 
2 for rata rng ty our cauſe, 
and execute judgment for us, 
lay fiducially, God's our God, whith 
is often the laſt ſtroke upon David's | 
Harp. Does God chute us for his, I... w. i 
and chuſe us inthe Furnace of AMi-* *** *2* 1 
Rion; and refine /us, but not with '- ' © 
Silver, 11092 quaſi argenmum, not asaf 
we-were pure Silver -already before | 
refinement, but in'the midft of our 

droſs and facwlercy,, to make us 

bright for Temple- " 3B: then ler - 


us take him for our eracious and al 
watchful ' Refiner ; and refleR his Kg 
Love back again to Heaven, Chaſe. , 
him before all the Angels in Heaven 2+ LEE 
and the ſweeteſt fa onEarth.,. . 
and then -all aflitions «will work - 
kindly; when the-Fire of -Love*ald - 
the _ of Aﬀiition melt the Sohl 
: and as 'the flaming beams 

the Sun extinguiſh 'our Kitchin. - 
Fires , fo theheat of Divine-Love 
will dampand -putourt the fenſe and. _ 
ſmart/ofally/ and the moſtfiery rri- © 
Y# here below. Lecibur a'Saint re- _ 
kiyfcollet ts; that 'there's cx- 
 Infſc:ilent raaſ@) why God afflis; [and 
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owes 


as: 
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Song $. 6. as. the waters cannot , ſo neither the 

ng fires outburn the; vehement flames of 

Nan —— Divine Love, called by the Wiſe 

' | Man the Flame of God. [Succurrat 

non tantum quid patiamur,ſed quid fe- 

Senec, de cerimm.) Remember what we have 

tra.l.2. doneas well as ſuffer , ſaid the Spa- 

Pe33* miſo Moraliſt. Compare' our me- 

rits and ſufferings, and then our un- 

worthineſs and mercies together, and 

we have little reaſon to complain, 

ſince there is leſs reaſon whywwe 

Z#n.3.39-ſhould draw a breath in the Land of 

the Living. 

"ou ' Mercies flow from the innate 

” Bowels of God, Judgment is his 

JF. 38:21. ſtrange work. Kindneſs flows from 

| the Divine Eſſence more naturally 

than fireams from a Fountain or 

| beams from the Sun, but fin and af- 

{ Dicionis rooted in us. Juſtifie God 

in all, and that will extinguiſh: mur- 

1 Cer, 13, urs. Sometimes there's a particu 

20, - larcauſeforaffliftion, Ay 

many times -latent., is always juR. 

Let's ſearch and; try.our. ways, and 
turn unto the Lord. . 57 1 

. - Askthe inward Viceroy, andhel 

tdll thee. As Clocks ſtrike clearcit 

| n, 
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in ſtormy times, ſo does Conſcience 
in the hour of Judgment, though ve 
top and clog it never ſo much in the 
fair weather of proſperity. Wouldeſt 
thou know the plain truth, hearken 
what thy heart condemns and ſmites; 
for in the hearing of a ſcarching'Ser- 
mon ſometimes Affliction = fſef 
pointsat its relative ſin. Adonibezek. 
deprived of his Thumbs , could. tell Fu4g-1.7: 
upon his fingers the. 140 Royal 

umbs which he had cut off. Is a 
dear Relation taken, conſider thy 
ſins both: in it and toward it. S: 7es 
anguſta dom. ;, If poverty pinch, re- 
member. abuſed plenty. and carelets 
expences. Does God withdraw his 
ſhining face , it may be thou haſt 
grieved his Spirit, and therefore he 
grieyes: thine moſt righteouſly. Haſt 
thou cooled and quenched his Hea- 
venly Motion, wonder not ifheſto 
his car at thy. cries, and at lengt 
leave.thee to coolneſs and deadnels 
ofheart. Thou art lukewarm.in his zev.z. 16. 
cauſe. Grumble uot at Laodicens | 
Portion-/ tv, be: /ſpew'd: out of his 
mouth.Art thou puff'd up with parts 
which/are but giffs, Gods, not thine, 
| re- 


I" ry "Chap.XI. © 
repine not if others prick thy ſwoln 
Bladder with the pin of infamy.Want 
of pity and relief to thy Brother , 
reaps juſt unkindneſs in time of ſtraits. 
Cenſorious perſons muſt rum the 
gauntlet patiently, and a laſhing 
Tongue needs aLauncet to let out = 
Salt and fery Bloud; -or _— 
prickt with Pins, as Fal44 dealt by 
Caffius 1, Cicero. Angry perlions often meet 
[95 0-33) -withſturdy matches as —”_ at fiſty 
b cuffs as themſelves. It's uſual for 
men to be meaſured by:their own bu- 
ſhel, and for froward affronts-to 
meet with divine requital, unleſs for 
- finsofdaily infirmity, ſudden tentari- 
ons and diſorderly  provocations 
from others.: Then,to mourn, watch, 
and pray,-is a Saints Armour, and 
| Fob 34 goto Heaven with Elbu, that which 
33s 1 jee not teach thou me. F7 
A gracious Soul not rung in Con 
ſcience by former miſcarriage, 'when 
he ſails in a Storm -calmly- ponders 


the South; - and better days 
coins: He may as ſuddenly bore 


ling Hailſtones may be melted by a 


| 


that a milder Gale may. breath from . 


out of, as cainto the-pit, The rats 
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Chap.XI. "of Mercy. 14s 
warmer Sun, and a dark thundring 
night may end in a bright morning to 
cheriſh his vital Spirits. { Fange 1- 
gra _— as Bernard, Set black gernard, 
4 by white, and clouds by clear, and Zpiſt.78. 
winter by ſpring, and remember the f-195+6- 
ſinging of Birds. will come, when*95*21% 
bitter and deadly Gourds are.in the oY 
Pot, Eliſha may come witha hand-2 X:4444- 
ful of Meal and cure both tafte and 
danger. When bitter aflitions fill 
aCup tothe brim, caſt in the fine 
flower of a San&tuary offering, and 
pardon will come , and mercy will 
fly down with filver wings and a ſhi- 
ning countenance from Heaven; and 
then the raviſhing ſenſe of divine love 
will extinguiſh all diſcontents from 
earthly forrows, Nothing can be 
\ {|}. very ſharp on the back ofa Saint, 
when Gods Love ſweetens his heart. 
We are as we love; ifworldly, then 
carthy I _ noe" wry 
an earthy T3 a » 
al, then: treaſures , es , and © 
afﬀfeftions, all ſuit and center in Hea- 
ven. And what aMfligtion can make 
him miſerable, whoſe heart's above 
it? Eyery Saint does gradually ar- 

| _ riye 
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rivetoa Maſculine, Heroick, Ange- 
lical Spirit. | | 
Kom.$.23. Be patient then, and things will 
; vzork together wonderfully for the 
good of ſuch as are called according 
to purpoſe. When we pore upon 
the down-end of the Croſs we are 
ready to faint, as ifit could never 
be pull'd up: As the Romans dil- 
mayed at an inauſpicious Omen , 
when their Eagle Enlign could not 
be haled for a March. But let's con- 
ſider the upper cnd reaches Heaven , 
and the ſame Hand that fixed it can 
rear and raiſe it at pleaſure. And 
remember there 1s an appointed time 
for every Tryal; | moneths and days, 
that it cannot paſs : * Though the 
Fer. 5-22. Waves toſs themſelves yet cannot 
prevail, they roar yet cannot tumble 
beyond the Sandy Banks oppos'd by 
an Omnipotent Arm. . 1/»ael -caine 
out of Egypr thefelf {ame night ac- 
Exo1.12.- cording;to the: Promiſe of 430 years 
42. to Avraham, Afﬀliction.is the Chur- 
ches Phyſick, and will certainly work 
cum ſumma euphoria, with great fuc- 
ceſs and-eaſe. |Earthly Phyſicians 
often complain of Ineffectual purges; 
| but. 
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Wercy. ; Y . 
but here, ſtay a while , and the.F- 
vent will ifſue happily : When affli- 
&tion makes us jealous of ſin, it be- 
gins ; when lick of ſin, when hateful 
to it, when holy reſolutions riſe .a- 
gainſt it, then it works to purpoſe: 
When we ſee the depth of Corrupti- 


on in the Flouds of AMittion, "tis om.s. 3, 


thenſanRified, and the Love of God 5. 
is ſhed abroadin the Heart. 


Afﬀflitions are known to be ſancti- Afiidion 
fied when fin begins to wither, and/ex-tifid, 


isin part mortified. The ruſt is fi- 
ling off, when perſons begin to ſhine 
in meekneſs, humility, and patience, 
and accept correction; when difcon- 
tented fumes are ſcattered, and the 
Thorns of fretfulneſs are burnt up. 
Oh how plyable and capable of gra- 
cious impreſſions, when the Wax is 
melted by the fire of trouble : Take 
hecd then of being rough and furious 
again when datiger's over. Ask [ha- 
raoh, if this be not the fruit ofa 
proud and hard heart ? 


Again, *tis then ſanAified when it 1 Tim. 2.. 


whets prayer to lift up Holy Hands S., 
without wrathful revenge and de- 
ſpondent diffidence ; when it deadens 


the” 
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Gal. 6.1. 


crucihes the heart to carnal vanities: 


When -it renders us compaſſionate 
and tender-hearted , forgiving and 
' forgetting injuries, remembring how | 


ourlelves were tempted ; when «t 
{weetens Heaven and prepares the 
heart for a holy departure; and 
while here, makes us ready for fer- 
vice in'every good work, knowing 
that all ſhall end well with a Saint; 


* whenevery tear ſhall be turned inan 


Oriental Pearl to adorn his Crown in 
Glory. Are ſuch great Mercies 


fown in the furrows of affliction, and ' 


ſuddenly wax green even in the win- 
ter and under cold blaſts of advers 
lity ? With what ſubmiſſion and ex- 


petation of iſſacs ſhould we behave 


our ſelves underthe hand ofa Wiſe 
and Holy Father? Set Faith to work 
in its Heavenly Imployment of 
thirſting for Chriſt , of looking tos 
wards nog of| coming to him, re- 
ceiving of him , leaning upon him, 


Sene5$.5. a Caſting the cares of our Souls mto 
4 Per.5-7+ his Boſom, and.commending our ſpis 
Ziks 23* rits into his hands : and after all-in 
fainting times, caſt not away " 


the Spirit to worldly enjoyments, and 
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beginning of your confidence , but 
hope to the end, ſince he will perfeGt 
what is begun tothe Day of Chriſt, 
and confirm us to the end. From rc- 


fletion uponFaith, if careful of Ho- 


lineſs, in due time will riſe aſſarance 
by beholding our Faces in the Glaſs 
of Promiſe, when the Soul has been 
ſometime nouriſh'd by the fincere 
Milk of the Word ; atlength it may 
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Phil, 1.8. 
I Cor. 1e$. 
I Th|.5. 
24» 


take off the Cream of Joy and Aﬀu-1 Joh. 3. 


rance, which lies in per{wading the 
Heart of theLoveof God: So that a 
ſound Chriſtian may arrive to this 
Heavenly Pitch by diſcerning the 
true Att of Faith, and the lively 
workings of it in times of troubles; 
by the growth of the fruits of the Spt- 
rit in times of Tentation, and a vigo- 
rous conflict againſt Sin, with fuccels, 


19s 


and by the immediate Teſtimony of 


tie Spirit of God, witneſſing with owr 


Spirits that we are the Children. of 9.816, 


Ged, 


Theſe things havel mentioned as | 


preſervatives of the Heart in the 
Flouds of many Waters, and as -pre- 
parations for ſudden mercies ; which 
will ſeaſon the Spirit to bear up vs- 

liantly 


| 


54 TheTriumph Chap.XI” 
liantly in our preſent ſtations and 
qualifte for emergencies of future 
Joys. For when the Soul fits down 
quietly under hatches in a preſent 
ſtorm, and bnekles to it with an even 
frame , light ariſes ſuddenly, ſhines 
illuſtriouſly, and beautifies the Soul 
with joyſul | and abiding Delive- 

rance. | 

Let's conclude this Chapter with 
a Memorable$Story of Mr. Leverton's 
Eſcapes in his Weſt-India Voyages , 
contracted out of the Manuſcript of 
my good Fricnd Mr. Ch. Morton, 
which thirſts for light ; to ſhew 
what wonderful methods God ſome- 
times uſes in| bringing out of deep 
and amazing diſtreſles. 

This Gentleman putting to Sea F* 
from the Iſle; of St. Cor:/topher ina $0 
French Frigat commanded by Mon- 
ſicur de YVoe of Rochel, after a ſort- 
nights ſail feil under a dead calm in 
thevaſt Arlanrick Ocean. Vieuals 
being almoſt ſpent, they ſtinted each 
perlon to 8 Spoonfuls of Peaſe and Fi: 
one pint of Water in a day ; till at; 
laſt they grew. black with famine; 
and their Backs and Bellies ſhrunk to- 


gether, 
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and fed them with Spiritual Food ; 
they hung upon his Lips with greedy 
J attention. They had much Kaho 
though no Corn, and ſtreams. of 
Hony though little Water. The 
French, though Papiſts, expreſt their 
affetions with briny Tears, and bea- 
ting their famiſh'd Trunks with loud 
cries [_ Mon Dieu , mon Dicu;, M 
God, My God.?] Cleanneſs of Teeth 
ſharpned their Appetites to the 
Bread of Life. At length they kept 
aSolcmn day of Prayer, when every 
day was a continual Faſt. Duty en- 
ded, a Lad from the Topmaſt-head 
deſcried a Veſſel, and Heaven fenta 
benign Gale , which ſoon brought 
them together: She proved a Per- 
widas Merchant to thejr* exceſſive 
joy,which took in Mr. Leverton with 
his Engliſh, ſupplyed the Reochellers 
wants, and ſo they parted. 
Upon conference , the chie! Per-, 
ſon in the Ship being the Governour 
of Bermudas, tells Mr. Leverton that 
that their Ship came newly from Eng- 
nd, and at her arrival fell in be- 
een two Rocks. To get her off: 
; they 
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'pethe er. Twicea day he prayed with 


[ 


took out their Guns and h 
"A Wie The next Tide rifes wht 
violent Storm, while moſt of the Sea- 
men were\aſhore, and hurries them” 
among the liquid Flouds, where the : 
French found them, on purpole to 
bring deliverance at the end of : 
prayer. After that, a fair Gale con- 
ducts them ſafely to Bermndas;where. 
they who had embraced the Throne * 
of Grace in their abſence with Holy 
Hands, now embrace their Friends 
with happy Arms, and entertain 
them Joytully| who had been both 
carried out |and brought in by 
Prayer. | 
Here we have a French Calm at 
Sea, awakened into a Breeze for a; 
Haven, Enjoyment ; and an Erglrſh 
Calm in Haven rouzed into a Storm 
for Sea-adventures, and both excited 
by Prayer. The French have a ſtorm 
within the Ship, thougha calm with 
out” 3 and the| Engliſh have a ſtorm 
without, to bring to the former 3 
calm within. O the vehement power 
of Prayer that raiſes ſtorms & quell 
the boyſterous Waves at pleature? 
Here's a Ship full of Proviſion nol 
Ti 


as 


<. 


' ried out to the Main to fetch 'fa- 

; now, Orators to the 3 wper oy 
P . What manner of Man is this , y,,, 
faid the Difciples I our Lord, 41. TY 

' that the Winds and the Sea obey 
him ? O invincible Faith ! O So- 

4 veraign and Imperial Prayer., that 

commancleſt both Calms and Storms. 

Maſter careſt thou not that we periſh? yr,,, | 

cries Prayer. Chriſt delights to be 3g, 

awakened by his Holy Spoule , 

and lays Storms aſleep. Chriſt al- 

ways fails in the Ship of Praver, 

and though this Pilot be afleep , yet 

he ſteers ſafely , he ſees the hid- 

den Rocks and feerer Shelves, and 

needs no Star nor Compafs. - He 

knows the Myſtery of Longitude, 

and wants no Tables of the four 

Planets attending Jupiter , or the 

Spots of the. Moon, or Minute 

Watches, to give the Diſtance of 

the firſt Meridian. But who can 

meaſure the Length of his Love to xy, ;e2 

the Church, or tathom the Depths. 

of his Wiſdom in manifeſtations of 

vÞ his Love:? He. fills the Sails of the 

Churches Shipwith proſperous Galey 

to bring cher. into ſafe Caen 

| C 
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" = 7. 107+ Heturns Calms into Storms to obey: _ 
his Churches cries, and raiſes the . 


29. 


Waves of the Sea, (to invert the 
Plalmiſt) that Saints are glad becauſe 
of a Storm, to bring them to a calm 
Haven. © happy Storms that drive 


the Saylant Church to Heaven! O 


Deut. Jo 


25. 


happy Heaven that enjoys a perpe- 
tual, an everlaſting Calm : 


CHAP. XII. 


The Centemplation Mount , or 
the Permanent Mercies 'of 
Heaven: 


OSES and YERXES took a 


view of their puifſant Armies, 
the firſt from| a Mountain in the 
Plains of Afoah, the other in 'the 
Plains of Abydu4. One rejoyced to 
ſee the Land of Canaan and the good- 
ly Range of Lebanon, extending 40 
Miles in length , which J1/rael was 
now ready to poſſeſs. The other 


Herod, 1, Wept that his| burthenſom bulk of 
7-7-4091. Barbarous Nations within 


2 100; 
"Years 
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Bonesjgot rwali lightly turit over , 
whereonDeath-might ſtand and blow 
his-Trumpet of Triumph. : Saints have: 
but Fordars Valley to pals through 
into;Eternal Joys; while others waſt- 
ing their; precious-time in vaine Ce- 
ſigns tuddenly+ ſlip intocternal wo. 
Saints [militant after many a ſharp 
Combat.enter victorioutly:into Para 


counter [with Fainting , Drooping 
Qualms,yca it may be,tetin a Cloug)z 
yet what an cxtalie of {pirit wiil-ſur-. 
; | prize them, -who after many Laby- 
E rinths and Mazes of trouble unex-- 
pecedly cnter' the raviſhing Glories 
-of Heaven! The beit may labour 


a Þ under fears and tears, but one haur 


s | there makes amends forall. When 
e | theſe Miſts will be ſcattered in that 
e | Radiant Morning, and all Tears 
0 | waſh'd away in thoſe Rivers of Plea- 
d-' I ſure,which run through the Streets of 
40 } New Jeruſalem. 

as | Here' the Inhabitants ofthe Earth 
ef Þ build, plant, travel, fail , and fight 
of} upon an Atom. The whole World is 
00-F but an inviſible point to the external 
ars H Con- 
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dite ;  And-although fome may en-./ 


- "Gaſſend © 
Ptol, 4 
Epicur, f. 
784, 


'lefs than vanity. The ſmalleſt» Atom 
that rejoyces in the Sun Beams. at a 
:Chamber Window. , far tranſcends 
ter, if a Man were imagined 'to ftand' 


not bs diſcern'd by the moſt curious 


-$ 


- is. yy 


Balance , or .a\drop periſhing from! 
the Bucker:; nay, leſs thannothing ,! 


the whole Globe of Earth and Wa-! 


in one of the | fixed Stars, -it could 


za AE MGG@amt zz zmccoa ac, cc. c—_= 


Glafſes; nay, if one ſtood in the 

Sun, this circumference of about} 
21000 Miles could not be difcove-F + 
red. ' For ifthe Sun be about 169} » 
times bigger than this Earth, as ſome y 
Aſtronomers have determined (whileY 1 
others enlarge;/the Suns Dianzzter to C 
to much vaſter/extenfion ) and yet ap-Y (+ 
pears to us not to exceed 32 MinatesY F, 
of ſuch a Degrce, whereof 360-mea-J 
ſures the Circumambient Line of rhe 11 
Ecliptick , being its Race round a-Þ} ©: 
bout the Heayens : Then the EarthY \,] 
muſt needs ſhrink into the viſibility 
ofa tew ſeconds or leſs. Nay more, 
ſome have coficeived by calculation 
that the whole Orb of the Earth's 
{ſuppoſed motion about the Sun, whe 


"Char xH. + - nd bhbet 245 
' is very pfobably the Centre of that 
'1 Planetary Vortex, as the Carteſtans 
| call it, wherein we ſubiſt, 1s but 
a point to tie Syſteme or Sphear of 
the fixed Stars; and that if the Earth ' 
& ail its annexed Beings were utter- 
'4 iy AY it would not 9, | 
'Y ted, as beings comparatively ſo .in- 
I ſiderable a Particle of the Univets. 
I'Y Heraclides and the Pithagoreans held1. 2. c. 13. 
$$ every Star to be a World. 
- What a ſmoak and ſmother do 
th miſerable Mortals raiſe about a pet- 
-J ty Kingdom? whenGcometrical pre- 
74 portion may prove a Molehill to. be 
ex vaſtly more conſiderableto thecarth, 
eY than the Earth is to the Empyraau 
oF Circumference 3 then may an Ant 
PF ſhine upon a ſtraw a more glorious 
es 
4- 
he 
4a* 
th 


Emperour than we imagine. 

If then the inferiour Pavement of 
Heaven , if the out Offices of the 
ſtarry Chambers be fo magnificent , 
what's the Chamber of Preſence ! 3 

ty whatare thoſe Superceleſtial ſpaces, 3. 13. » 
re, where the Saints ſhall ſhine like 1o 52» I 
ny many Suns inthe Kingdom of their 
5 infinitely Bleſſed Father ? | Let's a 
oy little contemplate the glorious State 
2 0: 
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as far as we with ſobriety and ſubmil- 
fion in this our. Valley-ſtate may in- 
quire into. thoſe deep Myſteries by 

light from the Holy Scriptures. 
l. The Bodies of Saints at that day 
ſhall be perieft and intire, lacking 
\ 2. 3-21-nothing in that maiy jwro: in that 
| Day ot Refreſhment, that Day ofthe 
Reſtitution of all things. They ſhall 


created in the vigour of youth ; as 
_ perfect as Chriſts, who ſuffered and 


p Revs le Ge 


that Sar&uary above, where all ſhall 
be Kings and Prieſts to the Fathers 

Lev. 21. j 
22. no lame nor |impotent perſon , no 
crooked or maimed, no blind or 
deaf, no dwarf or child , none ble- 
miſh'd with rednndancy or deficien- 
cy of limbs,ſhall be admittedto ſacri- 
fice the Everlaſting Praiſe. But all 
the Holy Ones of God that dyed 
under {uci inconveniencies, ſhall be 
raifed without ſpot or wrinkle ; as 
"BS , he Spoule in 'the Song ; Thou art al 
[7 gt "fair, my beloued,there”s n0 ſpot in thee. 
Ts mmes- For the Bodies of our Humiliation 
* x&o:v;. ſhall be like unto his moſt Gr 
| | Body. 


be as excellent & as perfedt as Adams 


roſe in the ſtrength of his years. Into | 


_——_— 


more, and Lame Fackob ha . halt 
no more: Withered David ſhall 


'need no cheriſhers ,- and Solomon's 


Eccleſiaſtes ſhall weep no more Ele- 
gies over the Hoary head, and Palſe 
Hands , andthe Trembling Legs of 
ſtumbling Age. Then all the inward 
ſenſes of Fancy , Imagination', and 
Memory ſhall flourith in a perpetual 
Spring. 2» 

For the Body ſhall be incorrupti- 
ble , no inequality of temperament, 
but a perennial conſiſtency between 
the ative form and the impreſſed 
(but ſcarce paſſive) matter. The 
Peripatetick School fancies the in- 
corruption of the Heavens to' ariſe 
from its compoling Quinteſlence di- 
ſtin& from the ſour Elements ; But 
the contrary is evincible by the ſpots 


inthe Sungby certain nebulous appea- 


rances near the South Pole, bygene- 


ration and abolition of Comets above 


the Moon; as that in Cſſiopera, A. 


1572, G&c. Whatever may be de - 


termined in theſe points, yet *tis:moſt 


true of the glorified bodies -of.-the 
Saints, that they ſhall remain'incor- 
3 riuptible, 
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+ 1 Cor.15. ruptible. They ſhall neither hunger 
— nor thirſt more, nor be ſubje& to the 
on 65+7-16- 1nfluxes of Heavenly Luminaries on 
: | digeſtive matter. Here we feed 
upon and drinkin the materials of 
Corruption :. But there neither Sun 
nor any heat ſhall light upon them , 
which are the great Fomenters of 
Corruption in purifying fubjets. 
A 3s For 3dly. the $aints ſhall have glo- | 

. -. Yious bodies. The Apoſtle oppoles 

| Rs: Stn, Glory to a])wu , Dit- 
E honour: Want of Beauty renders the 
Body uncomcly| or diſhonourable. 
Three things make up a perfe&t 
Beauty; ivJa&ia, Symmetry, ivxp:ts, | 
oo Genuine Colour, and iv{ei:z, Vi- 
vacity, when the Spirits fill the Face 
with a lively vigor and a cheerul 
brisk Alacrity. | There will be no 
more bleak, meaper, fixed Vilages ; 
no more livid, leaden, blew,and pale; | 

no more white, wan, or greeniſh A- 
ſpefts, but as the Angels are re- - 
Mark. 16. preſented like |Young Men with 
bh ſprightly and orient Countenances. - | 

Some ſay the Luſtre of 4da»'s Body 

drew the Creatures in Paradiſe to 

g47e upon his Beauty : How much 

more 
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more-will they admirehim hereafter, 
if they ſhall remain as Spectacles of 
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Divine Wiſdom ; when the Exqui- 
ſite :Joy., running like Nectar in his 


Spirits, ſhall beautific him with moſt. 


attracting Aimiableneſs? when he 
ſhall play upon his Celeſtial Harp , 
like analluring Orpheus , and all t 

Animals of the Woods and Mgun- 
tains ſhall tread his Muſical meatures? 
Whea the Saints ſhall ſhine tranſpa- 
rent 'like Aoſes from Mount Horeb, 
or as Chrift in the Viſion to Habak- 


kak with Hotns, #. e. with Beams ' 
flaming: from tus . Hands ; or as that 241-1243. * 


glorious: Triumwrate in the Moun- 
tain-of Tabor..». Then thall all' the 
Senſes fparkle in their *«-xuy or tran- 
{cendent Vigor, to render Heaven 
moſt. delicious , when their Epgle 
Eyes may pierce into-the Centres of 
all-the Luminaries,” and their quick- 
ned- Ears, ſhalt ipleafantly - air the 
Melodious Muſick of Legions of 

Angels. Y 
Toeir Bodies likewiſe thall be won- 
derfully powerful withour the leaſt 
gravitation; as our Blefſed Lord's, 
which/aſcendcd up from Mount 01t- 
: H 4 vet 
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"pee at his pleaſure, and appear'd to 


Srephen and Par when and where his 
Heavenly Wiſdom thought meet. 1 
need not here |.inſiſt upon the nature 
of Gravity as a quality exiſtent in 
heavy Bodies, but rather as a force 
impreſt by a Magnetical Attraction 


of the Earth : $o that whatever body | 


is without or beyoud the Armo- 
ſphere of the Earth, knows no fur- 
ther gravitation or ponderolity,. but 
may walk at liberty in the Etherial 
Regions; ſo that it is no. incongrui- 
ty to conceive, | that Luminous Bo- 
dies being freed from the daxk clogs 
and impediments of grofſer-matter, 
as the Saints Bodies being like {0 
many Stars , and fir-for- motion, may 
walk on the Sea, in the: Air, and 
within the Heayens. at: pleaſure; if 
thete concretes ſhall then abide. Nei- 
ther ſhall they be -touch'd with' any 
wearineſs more, ;receiving a'conti- 
nual aflux of ſpirits from the beati- 
fick Viſion; and ſhall hence evade to 
be of immenſe ftrength , infomuch 
that ſome bave fancied tnem to be. of 
ability to tranſplant Mountat 
t2e Earth it telf; without wa ms 
| g1ines 
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ines 
fil {ntelligences that do circum-agi- 
tate ' the Heavenly Bodies of t 
Stars. For they ſhall be like to Angels, 
who excell in ſtrength. 

The Bodies of the Saints are alfo 
ſtyled Spiritual, in that they ſhall 
yield no relucancy or renitency' to 
the Agitation of theif Spirits. -lhey 
ſnail need no ſuſtentation or repara- 
tion by Meat or Drink, no relief by 
intervals of ſleep and reſt ; there 
will be no- night to raiſe cool vapors 


for the Brain, but ſhall be ſupported, 


quickned, and enlivened by the Ema- 


F My ho | fs To. 
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of Archimedes : Like the Cel 
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nations and [mpreſſions from the Soul;, 


and theſe Spirits influenced by Ever- 


. laſting Inundations from. the. Spirit 


of Chriſt, the Head ofthe Myſtical 
Body. The Sheaths of their Bodies 
{hal} not waſte- or - wear out, or be 


Dans7». L5 _ 


cut in pieces.by the two-edged ſwords 
of their Spirits. Wefaint, and are 
{oondifpirited by continuance even 


of Heavenly Duties. Our ſtrength 
isnot that of ſtones, nor our fleſh of / 


-e 


Copper. Our Animal Spirits here 
in the Valley are groſſer and more 
ungeildy,than-our Bodies ſhall be in 


H 5 the 


ab 6al2+ 7 


my 
7 


the Mount of Glory 
- lity and delight.in Spiritual Objects. - 


| 
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to motion , agi- 


© *Auſtin. de [Spiritnalia-ernnt, (lays Auſtin) not 
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Ca 22, 


quia corpora efſe defiſtent , ſed quia 


ſpirits wvrvificante ſubſiſtent , J Qur 


Bodies ſhall be Spiritual, not that 
they ſhall ceaſe to be bodies , bur 
ſhall be ſuſtained by a quickning 
Spirit : And dpring the perf 

of that Spirit which is of immortal 


+ Linage, they ſhall continoe with an 


2m. 1. 
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indifloluble Union. 
For the Spirit of God hath decla- 


Body,which is a degree of excellency 
beyond incorruption, becauſe the ex- 
ternal force of ſword and fire, of 
water and preſſure, may deſtroy that. 


Body ,which otherwiſe hath no inter-- 


nal principle ofdiffolntion. So that 
though there were granted ſuch a 
Noble Balſam: of Life as the Ade 

tiſts glory of their Elixir, yet would 


itnot avail againſt External Invaſi- 
ons. But here. our Gracious God | 


hath broughtLife and Immortality to 


+ 
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Hght by the Goſpel purchaſe: Here 
Heb.o.27, £15 appointed for oll once to dye: | 


But there, Sratutumeſt non mori ;, It's 


a. 


1 Cre 15-xed this future Immortality of the }' 
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my 
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a ſtatute Lawin 
be:death no more , nor ſickneſs or 
pain , thoſe warning Canons, thoſe. 


< VeclS 


prefaging Bells,'-that ring the loud 


Le&ures'of Mortality. There will 
{ be no Trans to raiſe any Babel 
Towers againſt thoſe ſublime an1 
folid ' Manſions. When once the- 
Saints have dipp'd their Bodies in the 
River of Fordan,and gone into Crna- 
an, they are beyond the ſtory of A- 
chilles, vulnerable and impenetrable 
| all over. | The Leaf of the Tree 'of 
Life is taſted as ſoon as ever 'they 
come withinthe gates of Paradiſe & is . 


Medicine'for withont as well as with- 1 75.447 


in; and the Chaplet or Immortal 
Crown whicl* they wear in Heaven : 
is formed of the Leaves of that bleſſed 
and everliving Tree. 

Since we have touch'd a while up- 
on-the Harp of the Body, let's take 
ſome view -of that Divine Muſician - 
theSoul, whio is then ready to ſound 
the Praiſes of his Bleſſed Redeemer, . 
who will find no ill humour to affe&t 
him reſulting from the Bodies Tem- 
perament, or the Copaula, the con-- 
nexive-medizum between them dren 

or. 


Heaven, there ſhall &cv.21.4. 
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Is 
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'Tits will -nimbly cixculate through 
all the Nerves, to-afſeciate- in;t 


Council Chamber of the Braingwherg 
the Animal Soul fits'as Queen. Re+ | 
gent on the Glandula pinealts , the 
Pine Kernel, to diſpatch her winged | 
Embaſſadors. [There will be no. i- 
flammations,aduſtions,or corruptions 
oi Blood, bur'all perfe&t ſanguine 
without\impure mixture ; no infect- 
ed Air, no teculent Food to alienate 
the ſtate of Complexion. All the 
Humours will ſtand #7 equilibrio, in 
exact poile to|a:Grain: No incon- 
venient objects to ſurprize, writate, 
or-diſcompoſe the Spirits to the leaſt 
alteration. | 
: The Old Philoſophy held nothing 

to be in the| underſtanding but 
what yas firſt in Senſe which if yni- 
verſally {poken, is but a Fable. For 
what are the copnate and concreated 
notions of the Soul urged by the Pla- .} 
toniſts ? And what are'thoſe ſpiritu- 
al infuftons poured into the Hearts of 


- Job 32.8, Believers from Heaven, butclear E-. 
- © 38. 36. victions that that Soul can aR inde-: | 


& Fccl 2, 
| 28. 


pendent from the Body..? , But how © 
much 


My; 4 1 n : 
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mnt more © whe. | thall tern 6 
throned in Glo God'ſhall i Cor. 15. 
be all jn- all, a — Soul ſhall -be 2. --* . "F 
drawn.into more immediate contem- - i 

- 3 plationof God? Corporeal Species 

are in vaine to ſuck and draw inthe 

| 3 Marrow of. Incorporeal Obje&s,, 
when the-Underſtanding and all” its 

; Powers ſhall; equal, if not tranſcend, 
Heaven it ſelf in purity. 

Then all the Faculties of the Soul 2, 
ſhall be intended and amplified into a 
grand and auguſt capacity , toenter- 
| tain more noble conceptions of the 
- Myſtical Union of our Redeemer to 
, the Deity, and of the Saints them- 

; ſelves to their Beloved Saviour ;; of f 
the ſevenfold Lyminaries of the Spi- Rev. 345. 3 
; rit of Chriſt to the Saints ; of his Di- &Y 
vine: Communications and influences 
into- the Soul: /\;They ſhall behold 

£ thoſe ſtreams of the: Rivers of light : 
| They ſhall be able'to diſcourſe with 
4 Angel without Interpreters ' the 
Language of ſpirits ſhall be familiar. 
; That * Phraſe to frequent inthe He- 
| brew Original of Scripture of God's 
\ Ipeaking to;the Heart, which is here Hoſe2. 14. 
tometimes. ſweetly perceived by 
Saints, n 
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Saints, ſhall be then explain'd. The + 
gentle Voice which . Ain heard in 

the Garden by Min, that ' melted 
bim into tears, and from: whence he 
datcs his- Converſion, thall be then 
more audible and| more intelligible. 
Then, what is now one great portion 
of miſery in our lapſed ſtate, that we 
ſolittle underſtand the-nature of 'our 
own Souls, that Chriſtians run t6- 
Heathen Oracles to know what's 
eixiyen , and the firſt At of an 
Organical Body, and ſuch Barbarous 
obſcurities, ſhall |be hurl'd intd the 
Ocean of Oblivion: - Then we ſhall 
ſee the Face of our own Souls in 
Glaſſes of our own Poliſhing; Here 
welee & arvriyuat na Riddle, ma 
dark ſaying; and thoſe that would 
expound the ſoul |confound it more. 
If they had ſlept with Zudymnion, they 
had'dream'd more pleaſantly. But- 
then the Eye of the Mind ſhall know 
no humour but Chryſtalline ; the Re- 
tina ſhall be. a capacious Net indeed | 
to caſt over the Ocean of the Uni-- 

verſe. There will ariſe a moſtper- 
te& Union between the underſtand- 
ing, will, and affeftions, and no ſuck. * 
Coma. 
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Combats about them, as ſome nice - - Y 
Quidditarians aſſign. There will be A 
no inferior Appetite to ſuggeſt or ab+ 
ftra&t from its refined Notions. 

The gracious Habiliments of the 3: 
Soul ſhall be more ſuperefluent ; 
Gracious habits, nay, rather a&ivi- 
ties in perpetual motion ſpringing up 
to the brim and flowing over, God 

will pour'in ſuch an union of the 
ſpirit , that ſhall invigorate' the 
wheels of the ſoul full of eyes to move 
by the Spirits inſtin& & conduR; like E 
the viſion of Cherubims to the Pro- ,._ [ 
4 phet Ezekiel. Such a fulnefs of ex-g7” ** 2 
cellency that ſwallows up all ſinful 'H 
emulationand envy.Saints ſhall know 
with better fatisfa&tion what are the A 
Dimenſions of the Love of God in £ph.3.19. : 
Chriſt Jeſus, which will ſo adequate- | 
ly fill the Soul , that the Body ſhall 
require no ſuſtenance, but the Am- 
a Food of Divine Love and 
Glory. 
. Who could have imagin'd the 
Soul of a Man could have been Hy- 
tically united to the ſecond per- 
nin the Glorious Trinity ? ſo/that 
as he is the Son of Man he is faid'to- 
| know: 
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DEL I.L 
the Thoughts of Men, to for- 
give ms and to judge the world. To 
{o-glorious an extent can Omnipo- 
tent Power exalt the Soul of Man by 
union to the Deity. 

The Saints moreover ſhall riſe-up 
in ſome manner to that Excellent E- 
ſtate of . Intuition, like tothe Holy 
Angels, who draw not the Water of 
Knowledge out.of the deep Well of 
Inferences and -long Contequences. 
This manner of gathering Intelligence 
per diſcurſum {ball then probably 
vaniſh and periſh,and be extinguiſh'd 
by that Meridian Lignt of Eternity. 
Here we argue by premifles ex co- 
ceſſis ignota, - We lay down Maxims, 
Poſitions, and Theorems ; take tome 
data & poſtulata, and deduce med:- 
ums from ſeveral common places of 
Arguments: As if we would ſearch 
out the Nature of a Star; an Ani- |, 
mal, a Vegetable, or. Mineral. We 
argue, if we can, 4 priori, from its 
Cauſes and - component Principles 
or, 4 poſteriori, from its Eftc&s and 
Properties. For jnitance in Antimo- : 
ny, when we con'ider its Sulfar, - its 
Salt, its bloud-red Oil, its F008 | 
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nata, having opened it by Chymical 
Anatomy and other.- Methods, * we 
may "infer ſomething, though” but 
rudely of its Nature :- Or when' we 
| obſerve its Power in ſeveral Effe&ts , 
1 and Experiments, in cleanſing the 
Blood from Leprolies and Scorbnti- 
cal Infetions, or the: Head and its 
 Nervesfrom dizzineſs, {wimmings , 
and paralytical or wateriſh reſpluti- 
ons of the Tone of any its .curious 
Engines by its Volatile Tin&ure: We 
conclude its powerful vertue in = 
| fick; _ as to the modus operanar, 
the Methods and-Manner of its influ- 
ence, we are ſtill at a loſs. 

Butalas! an Angel hath an other- 
guels Knowledge by an intuitive ſpe- 
culation into the profundity and 

depth of its Nature, without Argu- 
& ment or Proceſs of Medicinal Trials; 

which Method of ours is but a mean, 
low, and crazy mquiſition , and'fub- 
| je to toul Errors. ; 

*- But in that Angelical manner we 
may'deem, that the Soul ſhal arrive 
to thar high dignity of penetrating 
into its Objects, by intuition far be- 
DE yond 


-and Vinegar, its Feces\ogr Terra dan- 
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yond what Adam, or Noah, or Solo- 
mon ever attained, What pleaſant 
work will the Material Beings(which 
2 Pet. 3. -may then ſnrvive the fatal Fire), ad- 
*2,13- miniſter to the Souls Contemplation J | 
in that happy Pitch, whereby to glo- Þ | 
rife and honour | the infinite wiſe | | 
Creator of all? When as theſe things | 
which wenow handle by ſenſe, and Þ | 
the dwindling light of the Soul like, | 
aRuſh-candle in this Night of 1gno- 
rance, being the ObjeRs of our la- 
borious and erring| ſpeculations, are 
. but middle beings between thouſands 
tranſcending theſc jn Magnitude and 
Glory, and ſuch innumerable- mis 
nute eſſences, vaſtly beneath-us as to 
our power of inquiſition, as the} 0- 
thers are in {ublimity beyond and a» 
bove us. So that it may be queſti- 
oned, whether the Majeſty of our 
A inficitely to be adared Maker will in 
that day thine forth more radiantly 
wi the Heavens,and ether ſtupendious 
portions of his Workmanſhip for 
__ or the unſpeakable curio- 
ity of Nature in the lefſer |Fabricks, 
which fink beneath/|our obſervatian;  * 
for excels of littlencfs, which the; 
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Acumen of our Eyes are not able to 
diſcern. 

Beſides thefe, upon what-immate- 
rial Objets nay we- (a little) ima- 
Fine ſhall the Soul then feaſt irs Para- 

itan Faculties? Such as may enter- 
tain our thoughts with ſacred won- 
der.,- and fit down in the duſt of aſto- 
niſhment, that their unconceiveable 
varicties will fill up the capacity,and 
run beſide the auguſt: and compre- 
henſive Spirits of the Cherubims ;. . 
and yet the Saints ſhall have and en- 
joy ſome cognizance of thele tranſfcen- 
dent pleafures. 
* For the Soul in Gloryſhall have'a 5%. 
neerer Union to Chriſt then now z 
nay than Angels themſelves : For he #*5.2.16. 
took not upon him the Nature of An- 
gels. And our Bleffed Lord prays 7b. 17. 
that the Saints may be one, even-as ©** 
the Father and the Son are one: 
They: ſhall conſtitute one myſtical 
body with the Son in a purer and 
cloſer Union than poſſible in this wil- 
derneſs ſtate. The Hypoſtatical U- 


© nion! of Chriſt to the Deity is of a 


ſublimernature than the moſt Glort- 
fied Creature can unfold : For the' 
Angels. 


E- Angels do menzlo, ftoop and pry* 
 1F-,1. intothe Mey of the Golden Mer- 
E124 cy+-{cat, ;and were fixed in that place 
6 continually to. abide z and therefore 
Ex01. 25. theCherubims in that Emblem were 
<4 || madeof one piece of Maſly Gold to- 
7*7* | gether with the Mercy-ſeat, to ſhew 
17.5. not only the ſtanding of the Ele& 
3:0 Angels by the vertue of Chriſt's Me- 
diatorſhip,: but. alſo to indicate that 

tiey could -neyer exhauſt and drink 

— Ma.,18, inthe Knowledge of the Myſtery of 
JO. that Union, though they are conſtant- 

ly beholding the Face of our Hea- 

venly Father. Yet till this Myſti- 

cal Union implies a Glorious Ap- 
proximation 6b the Saints to:Chriſt in 

ſome ſimilirude| with Chriſts Union 

Fob. 17. tothe Deity: For the Glory which 
_ the Father gave unto Chriſt hath 
Chriſt given to the'Saints, who are 

blefled in Heavenly Places in Chriſt , 

Ep. 1+ 3» and ſhall fit down with him in bis 
Throne, as he is-let down with the 

Rev.3+21- Father on the paternal Throne; and 

as all Judgment|is committed to the 

Son, 1o ſhall Saints alſo judge both 

the Woxld and Angels. A glimpſe 

of this Glory inthis State ſhines vr. 
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he heart from the Spirit of Chriſt We 

dwelling in Saints. They that are joy- I 

ned to the Lord, Paul foys not, ſhall, .- ? 

pertake of, but, are one Spirit , and 1; _ 

thereby in an unſpeakable ' manner be- 

come Partakers of the Divine Nature. 

Yet we muſt ponder on thele D-eps 

with ſacred cautien: For this My- 

ſtical Union is infinitely diſtinit from 

Hypoſtatical. The Spirit of Chriſt, 

as he dwells in the Head though in a 

more eminent manner, yet ſo heallo 

does time pervadere, enter into the 

Eſſence of the Souls of Saints: and 

this Inhabitation may be embleme] 

by the Rational- Souls dwelling in - 

the Animal Spirits of the Bloud. But 

in Chriſt the Head he dwe'ls fully, 

and inthe Members according to di- 

ſtint meaſures and proportions. | >. 

* Azain, the ſtate of the Soul ſhall 

be admirable, not only in the Lim; , 

pid Chryſtalline clearneſs of its glori- 

hed Eye, but the unclothed Majeſty 

of the Objeats witnout Vails and 

Curtains, and the pure Emanation 

or Eradiation of their Beams into 

the Soul. Saints ſhall be like unto, 

God, and ſee him as he is; a woryy 
that 
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that has no bottom, which Heaven 

it ſelf cannot ſufficiently expound to 
a finite capacity.: | We ſhall ſee him” 
without the Glaſs of Refletion by 
Argument, as here, inferring his Di- 
vine Power and God-head from the 
Works of Creation, and without the 
.. Magnifying Glaſs 6f Ordinances, to 

© help the weaknels of our ſpiritual 
{enſes, and without the Peripective 

Y Glaſs of Faith and promiſes. They 
LY "** 2* ſhall behold his Fact, and know as they 
Rere22.4.4re khown, Philip's deſire of having 
1 Cor, 13. the Father ſhewn ſhall then ſuffice 
12 indeed; when glorified Saints ſhall 
= —_— 4-3-enjoy what wits denied to Moſes, not 
| ,.” only to contemplate the Being of 


20, 23. My 
Beings, but as the Cauſality-, the 
Fountain, and Principle of all EE 
E9%.3.16, ences z yea and| comprenend with 


19. all Saints by the Spirit the unlimited, 
unfathomable Love of Chrift, and be 
filled with all the fulneſs of God and 
hereafter conceive more how the 

, three infinite Perſons ſtand in rela- 


tiveGlory, and (enjoy more ample. 
* light as to the Sons Eternal Genera-/ 


tion,and the Spirits Divine and Ever- 


laſting Proceſſion, They ſhall __ 
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ofthe River of Light that lows from 
his Eflence, . Here: upon Earth we 
behold the Sun at/ a diſtance, but 
cannot mount up to walk in thoſe 
Mountains of brightneſs: But then, . 
{ the Church ſhall be clothed -with the V* 1%" 
Sun of Righteouſneſs. There was -x 
of, old a little ſpark of Glory in the Fe 
Temple ; and Holy Pavid deſired ?f- 27. 4+ 7 
to ſee that. beauty which ſhined in, : 
the San&uary:' But Oh what per- 
fulions of Glory ſhall animate the foul 
in Heaven, when it ſhall be illuftra; 
ted with- the morning knowledge of 
Angels. We may juſtly wonder at 
the raviſhing delight ot thoſe Holy 
Spirits, wherewith they are nou=- 
riſhed to ever-{pringing and ſoul-fu+, 
ſtaining Extafies in their Miniſtrati-” 
on before him, and ſtudying the' 
beautiful Volumes of his - Effence.. «|. 
Saints ſhall ſee him as diſtin from C 
all Creatures, and unvailed of all Re- _ +» 
lation, and yet take fuperlative plea-, . , 
ſure, in that all the Exceliencies in. 
their God arc in him as an Everlaſt- ; 
ing; Father ; and he tiat-fitteth on Red. : p 
the Throne ſhall dwell among them, "ud ug = 
k and: the Lamb in the midſt oi the'- 5 hy 
, Throne 
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ain? ay . Ji <;,NnapD. T1. 
”. - Throne ſhall feed them in the Pa-' 
- ftures of Glory, andlead themto LE 
ving Fountains of Water. 

In that day it's likely they may un- 

derſtand more 6f his Eternal Coun- 

{els of Election, Creation, Redemp- 

tion, and Salvation, then now; and 

dive into the Ocean of his inſcru- 

table Providences, and walk among 

thoſe Coral Rocks - and' Mines: of 

Pearl that now. lychid in the great 

Deeps. It's no ſmall advantage to 

this withering old Age of the World 


to reflect upon the Paſſages of all ſuc- 
ceſhve Generations both be'ore and 
lince the FlouJ, both before and fince 


the Micarnation of our Bleſled Savi- 
our.  *Tis a Cong\al to refreth our 
drooping Spirits in-this fink and ſul- 
lage of times, tp rcecal the ſtate, of 
2 Pet 3.5, the three Worlds in Peter, and to 
6g gather Maxims for dire&ion in dif- 
ticult and ſtormy Deluges. To re- 
volve the Propheſlies, and their ful- 
fillings as to thelriſe , growth, de- 
Ct caſe, anchfall of the 4 mighty Mo- 
narchies in Danzel; and to oblerye 
that when they touch'd upon. the! 
Church the Apple of his. Eye , ho 
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to ruine 3 and thereby;to ;encourage 
| us as to the fatal Deſtruction of all 
- | the Adverſaries| that ſhall ariſe till 
- | the: Glory of the New- Zeruſalem. 


* 


That all the Toes of Daniels Image Dane2:35n 


1 || ſhall as certainly be broken inpieces 
- | as the Head and Shoulders, the-Legs 
3 || as the Breaſt and Belly., and the 
f | Statue ſhall become like the Chaff 
[s 


0 

d || place. be found for them; and the 
c- || Stofie -chae {mites that Image ſhall 
xd | become a great Mountain, a Glori- 
ce {6us Kingdom hlling the whole Earth. 
/i- | But theſe , though tuch Illytrious 
ar © Fruits -of the Eternal Coufifels of 
11-} God , are-{mall things in compari- 
of & {on of what the Saints ſhall fee per» 
to || fedtlyin the Mount of Glory; Then 
3f-Þ the reaſons of all the motions of the, 
re-Y Wheels in Ezekiel conveying the.,. 
ul-Y Chariot of Gherubims ſhall ſThme as 
le-© bright as the Wheels. themſelves : 
10} Then they ſhall admire at Heavens 
Reaſons of ſtate, for all the Intrica- 
cies, Perplexities, and afflitians of 


ofthe Sgmer threſhing flowers,which _ . 
the Wind. ſhall carry away and no 


the Church in alt Ages -and Nations , * 
L I and 
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'  & the Foundation ofthe glory which 


then ſhall follow, Then ſhall the ſaints 
behold an obje&t which ſhall trans- 
form theSubje& pf the SpeRator ints 
the ſame refulgent Glory, to be like 
bim as he is : As they in the Pſlalmiſt 
were enlightned|by viſion , and the 
longer they behold, the optick 
Nerve of the Soul will advance ftron- 
2 Cor. }, ger into the depth of IntelleQual 
15s bcaurties, and be changed from Gloty 
to Glory. ; 

Yea when their countenances ſhine 
beyond the Sun in his ſtrength, they 
ſhall fit down in the Kingdom of their 
Father at a Glorious Supper, where 
blefled Angels ſhall attend the great 
Lord ind Bridegroom of his Church. 

= if ah T hey ſhall drink, abundantly, be ine- 
Mat. 26, briated with new Wine, and eat of the 
29. Tree of Life inthe midſt of the Para- 
Kev. 2. 9+ dife of God, alluding to that of Eden 
mn the State of Innocence. | 
_ While the Learned diſpute about 
Muni. alt= . . 
iq. p. 31, that Trees real exiſtence in nature, 
Fp.Augu- though hid from| mortals in the Re- 
ſtin. ds gjons of Meſopotamia, while others 
cv. 133+ fancy it to be the Imputrible- Cedar} 


+ Lg and that a firſt Zn5or Balſamick Oil 
| may 
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may be extra&ed from it for prolon-Helmont. 


ation of Life ; while they argue , Grembs. 
ct us determine that Saints hall 
then ſeed upon the VN that Tree I]. 65. 22s 


.of Life, the Lord Jeſus himſelf; 


when the union of our nature in and 

by him to the Divine ſhall communi- 

cate to all his Myſtical Members E- 

ternal Life not only by donation, but 3,p,' 16, 
influence. The Fews affirm, that 2g. 
Manna taſted to the Palate of their 
Fathers, according to every ones 

with andſancy: However thatſto- 

ry ſtands, weare certain that in this 

Bread of Life the very deſires .and 

wiſhes of Saints ſhalbbe tranſcended, 

It hath not entred into the Heart of, 1, . 
Man to conceive what is prepared 

for them that love him. 

That Heavenly Feaſt will be foul- 2. 
latisfying to the utmoſt. ' When I” 
awake, lays David, i. e. inthe Re- 
ſurre&tion Morning, I ſhall be ſatis- 
fied with thy Likeneſs. For in the Pre- 
lenceor Face of God will be fulneſs ,r, _ 
of "NY a word ufed for the Ezhi-36. 11. * 
laration of the Spirits bY Wine. For Fug. 9. 
infinite Grace and Glory will ſhine '?+ 
from: the Light of his Countenance, **'* 1%: 
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”” Ezek. 47. Rivers of Eden (or pleaſure) flow at 
 - 7-12... "his Right Hand for evermore ,- to 
bY. 79%22-1.,, urifh the delicious Trees of Para- 
| diſe for Food and Medicine, where-f : 
1 by to preſerve a Glorious Immorta-J} | 
lity in the\ Life to come. In that 
Triumphal Coronation and Nuptial 
\ Feaſt, there! will be ſatiety without 
cloyins, ſarigfaftion connex'd with 
longing , a continual enjoyment of 
the ſame delights without fear or 

ienſe of deprivation. - 

Je For its Doration ſhall be everlaſt-: 
ing. Itſhall neyer. be ſung ------Tbs 
yy 0 heſper Olympum, No evening} 
{ſhadows ſhall darken theſe Olympian 
Mountains : Saints ſhall never riſe 

7. 24.10. from that Feſtival Table, but ever- 
Keve7e17+ laſting Joy ſhall ſer upon their heads 
and hearts, and the_everlaſting Fa- 
ther ſhall wipe azvay all Tears, yea, 
the ſpring of Tears out of their Eyes. 
500.3411, There King SglJomon will fit down 
; with all his Glory in that day in the 
Fob. 14 9ladnels ofhis Heart: There will be 
"26 22. preſent the everlaſting Comforter a 


CVs 4 ; Ages 
= biding withhe Saints for eyer. The 
Heb. 12: Spirit ſaith, Com, as well as the Bride 


22. There will be an innumerable compa- 
| | | ny 
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: aye! fk one is AS 
ny of Angels, in their Gorgeous At- Zuk-24«4« = 
tire of white and ſhining Raiment, "2 
and Crowns of Gold upon their z.,, 4, 4. ® 
"C1 Heads. Oh what a glittering ſhew : 
4-4 will ſtand round about the Celeſtial 
Saphire Throne! Whenas one An-+ 
gel in his magnificent pomp and fplen- 
dour were cnough to extinguiſh the 
Sun and all' the bright Lamps of the gy, 21. 
inferiour Heayens. 'There' will be 23. 


Or the whole Congregation of the Firt- 
FY born from Avcl to Enoch, from Not 
6 h; to Abraham, from Moſes to Sampc 
108 


under the waving. Standards of the 
"83 Tribes of 1/rael, folacing in each 9- 
if thers communion. Lazarmw talking 
© inthe Arms of Abraham, and belo- 
q ved Fohn once again asking queſtions 
- 'F inthe Boſom of Chriſt. The perſecy- ; 
"if ted Theſſalonian Brethren ſhall be 754 2 
the Joy and Crown of Rejoycing to *”* 
Holy Paul at that day inthe preſence 
"" of Jeſus Chriſt. Then, the Refuſcrs 
of the HeadFtone of the Corner ſhall ,,. F 
lee "tne Ancient Patriarchs in the 2g.” 
by Kingdpm' of God, and themlelves 
thruſt out. Then ſhall 22/es and E- 
S /:4- proſecute their ancient Diſcourte 
| with our Bleſſed Lofd , all the Di- 
I 3 {ciples 
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| Mark g.7-ſcipleshearing, upon a higher Moun- 
ih tain than Tabor; and no Cloud to,o- 
EY ver-ſhadow more. 

At that Banquet there will be Mu- 
fick that will |hold a Conſort and 
Symphony with all the Powers of the 
Soul. All the Dorick and Lesbian 
Strains ate but diſcords and ungrate- I 
tul ſcrapings to thoſe Heavenly Am- 
3 phions, whoſe| Harps and Voices 

Kev. 21+ echo againſt the\Chryſtalline Jaſper- | 
walls of the New Feruſalem. When | 
bl - | all the Prodigal| Sons ſhall come to 
& | - themſelves, and taſte of the Fatted. 
Calf. What raviſhing Songs ſhall a- | | 
al maze the Sphears, and the 7 Swens 
» Plato is of Heaven? * when the Heavenly 
= & Intelligences themſelves ſhall ſing 
}. 2. c. 3. Glory to God inthe Higheſt, and the 
Max. Tyr Shepherds of all| the Churches ſhall F 
fer. 21. be preſent. When the King of the 
Zuke 2+ 5 Church himſelf ſhall begin thePſalm, 
F\. 22.12. and ling aloud in the midſt of theY 
Heb.2-12. Gongregation above, and all thg un- 
Kev. 14-3, defiled Virgins ſhall follow, playing: 
4- with Harps and anſwering with Voi- 

ces tothe New Song of the Lamb be- 
fore the Throne the 4 living Crea- 
tures (in aluſtonto the 4 Cherubims 

in 
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; ſine, and honour, and glory, and power Rov. 


. Glory. 


\ 3 » « : 


in Solomon's Temple) and the 24 El © => 
ders, repreſenting the 24 Orders'of "ol 
Priefts. Thoughnone can learn this 6 
Song but who are redeemed from the 

Earth, yet 'tis compos'd and laid be-. 
fore thoſe Heavenly Spirits by the . is 
Pen of the Beloved Dilciple. [_Ble/- 2 


1M 


be umo him that ſitteth upon theThrone, 5-0 "A 
and tothe Lamb for ever and ever.) 
And while this Song is melodiouſly 
anſwered by the warbling Harps,the 
joyful Gueſts are entertain'd with 
fragrant Odours, perfuming the Ce- 
leſtial Mercy-ſcat, and the Spiknatd 
of the Gardens of Z:en, of the Foreſt 
of Lebanon, \cnds forth its delicions _ f 
Smell as the King of the Church in'Song. 1.12. 7 
all his Royalty ſits at"his Table in _ I 


ty.s 
44 


But alas, who carreach the Luſtre 
of that day which will amaze Angels 
themſelves? It ſinks our Spirits to 
think of Eternity* *tis a bottomleſs 
Gulf tothe thoughts of molt raiſed M 
Souls. But as we caſt our ſelves: Re 
here by Faith upon the Heart and E 
om of _ OE we reſt in 
«his Loveyto fulfil all his glorious Pro->,,, . . = 

) op niſed.” pb.3e17%, ; 
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theſe Accompliſhments. 
Bur before that auguſt and reſp ten- 
dent day, which will fit upon "the 
Throne of . Maghificence , we muſt 
remember and ponder ſeriouſly upon 
| Fob.5.28. the awakening Trumpet of the Ar- 
changel at his own appearance, when 
the Bodies of all the Saints in drder 
to theſe unmatch'd Enjoyments ſhall 
be rais'd out of their embalmedduſt, 
I. 26.19, where they lay| perfumed by the 
; * | Spicesof their Lords Sacred Body : 


life, not only the Holy Scriptures 
» amply confirm for a Foundation of 
Faith, but there|are ſome no con- 
| remptible {ſentiments of the» ſame in 
L, , many varieties of Nature. Every 
i Morning utters it, and every Spring 


x | new Moon proclaims it, and every 
QC emerſion of the Planets from under 


ſtarts from the corruption of diflol- 
ved Animals is ng ignoble Emblem. 
Any Metal or-Mineral calcined and 
reviv'd by a proper menſtrumum yields 


CEN hes pt the Soul for* 


Which Doctrine bf Reſurreftion to 


>zevives it : Every Trumpet over the | 


the Suns combuſtion darts a Beam | 
upon thisnotion. | Every Inſe& that 4 


ang. 
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us a pleaſant ſpecimen. Not to en- we 
large upon thoſe rare experiments, - 
which the learned Chemiſts ſtyle by E.- 
the name ofthe Trees of Philoſophers, . 0 
lome whereof are repreſented both;,... tea, 
in Goldand Silver, and one in Cop-ſit.p.1$1.. 
per firſt corroded by Aqua fortis,amd 
revived into Sea green branches, like 
Coral grgwing in a Glals by help of 
the Liquor of Sand or Pebles I have 
fometimes ſhewn. Thiscuriolity is, _. .. 
a : orrichis< 
more exquilitely ſet forth in Vege-\,; cy. 
tables, asthe Learned well know by Conring.. 
the Writings of Borellus, Borichins ;f 35%: 
Beckins, and others, to whom thg.in $07e!!1. 
quiſitive may repair. , Giveleave a®?**? 
little to enlarge onthat pry in Quer- Ball. ox. 
cetan, of a Polonian Doctor , whoperim. p. 
had above 3o Glaffes hermetically.241- | 
ſealed, wherein were the Aſhes of 20 
. tan de ber- 
fo many Plants, as the Mary-gold,;,..., 253. 
the many colour'd Poppy, the Rble, Libav,n- 
c..\chemically prepared {it may be 28+ arcan. 
after the manner of a Clyſſ as- they /1m#s to : 
term it) wherein lay hid the Tin&tu- IH 22-0 
res, Spirits, 'Salts, and-Qils of each 2 
Vegetable; and at the requeſt of Vi- : 
fitarits would ſet the gentle heat of a, 4 
Candle under any Glafs,. and by and. N 
| Lk by 4 
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by the Plant would begin to riſc into 
a Stalk, Branches, Leaves, and then 
preſent a double-flower'd Role , as 
f itwere a Corporeal , but really a 
Spiritual Jes ,| and yet endowed 
with a ſpiritual eſſence; and wanted 
nothing to give it the compleat af- 
ſumption of ro body, but _ 
mitting it to the impregnaging Salt 
ina rg” congeaial Feres, which 
upon withdrawing of the warmth 
would ſlide down gradually, and fink 


into its former. chaos in the Glaſs. : 


The truth of which Story I leave to 
the faith and veracity of that grave , 


ry 


| 


nel 


learned, and experienced Writer ; | 
not buſying eur thoughts too much | 


with theſe faint reſemblances ,* nor 
with imitation of thoſe people in He- 
rodotus, who intomb'd their Friends 
inGlaſs, or of|the Egyptians who 
embalm'd with Myrrhe and Aloes , 
Cc. or that ingenious fancy of Kerk: 
ring, to inveſt the body in Amber 


hof” Fp :- while we by a ſtedfaſt faith rely upon 


the word of our adored Creator,not 
doubting but Infinite Power is able 


to perform what Infinite Wiſdone * 


hath 


; «contrives , and Infinjte Faithfulneſs* 
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hath promiſed . to > ancoinnlith] 
Let us with Holy Peter look to , . 
and haſten after this Glorious Day , 2 P:. 3 «© 
and labour to be found in their num- 72+ + R 
ber who make up the unſpotted Bride 
' of Chriſt, anddaily ſtudy to prepare A 
and adorn our Souls for that Feſtival + 
Triumph ; -to have 'our Loins girt-, br 
our Lamps burning, and our Vel-. 2 
| ſelsfill'd with holy Oil fromthe two £ 209 44 ; 
| ahointed ones that ſtand before the '* 3 
Lord of the whole Earth, the two A&v+11- 4-2 = 
1 Witneſſes that diſpenſe the Sanctua- 
1 ry Oil for the Candlefticks of the - 
$8 Church; thatſ{oat the great cry at 2; 2565-4 
| 


& 
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"midnight, . Behold. the - Bridegroom 
cometh, Lo forth to meet him; that be- x5, 
ing ready, we may enter 'with him 
. | _ tothe Marriage in. the Bride Cham-. "2 
; | ber.” As a Holy Wife is the Glory 1 Cor, 11444) 
p of a Holy Hasband, and reflecs the 7+ E 
, 8 Graces ofhis Heart an the Glaſs of 77% 12-4 4 
her Pious Life : It hebe'gracious, the ; 
| is likewiſe , and becomes his Glory 
| F by refledtion:: His .excellency ſhings 
in- her deportment, like the. Moon | 
deriving all her- no&urnal- beauty * 8 
from the Sunz ſo muſt Saints ſhine by z e 554. 
the comclineſs of Chriſt, way ale 
Ia... 


"I 


Gracious Husband labours tor 
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hange 
= . his Spouſe into; his own tmage: and 
Þ-. © - Iikenels by kindnefles; - precepts, and 
Lis example, that he may take the more 
delight in her perſon: Sodoes our 
ſpiritual, Solomon: change the hew of 
his Egyptian Queen,to deem of things 
and perſons asher Lord and Husband 
judges, and frames her Spirit to de- 
light in doing his Will and Pleafure, 
and take the higheſt ſolace in obedi- 
ence, to enjoy a heavenly freedom 
mixt mith aimiable and joyful reve- 
rence: -He roots out-of her heart all 
changeable affe&ions & worldly fan- 
Gen. 24.1, cies, and hankering - longings after” 
the fond faſhions of Shechem, andall 
carnal inclinations to the Daughters 
of Canaans Linage, and all the beg- 
8 gerly humours of the beſotted world, 
i and to paſs by with a Holy ſcorn: all 
| the pitiful. Pageantry of this perith- 
ing. and fading' life, and-rife to a 
mean'eftimate of tho Baubles and tri- 
| fles that inchant_ a carnal Heart: At 
v. {ength ſhe arrives to. a noble and ge- . 
2 © nerous judgment; counting  all-;but 
"BS dung -and drofs. that ſhe - may: win 
Fs Chriſt. As her Prince of life way 
CIU- 
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£tions of Glory hereafter. 
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erucibed by the World Portis. 
demption, 1o ſhe begins to.be cruci- 
fied to it.in token of conformity to 
him,  and'at length becomes all glo- 
rious within. She takes down. the 
Pendants of folly, and hangs all her ?/. 45. 13e 
Jewels within. Her Pearls and Dia- ; 
monds are the gracious Sermons and 
dying Prayers of her Holy Lord;they 
hang at her ears, they lye between” 
her Breaſts all night. Her clothin 
is of the Gold ot Ophir made _ F 
Needlework of divers colours , twi- Fudg, 5. * 
ned by the Daughters ofthe New Fe-30. 
ruſalem. The 12: precious Stones in 
the breaſt-plate of Aaron are upon 
her Heart. She is Holy like him”, 
and goes about doing good with the, 
ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit, 
with a Crown of Carbuncles of fla- 
ming love to-Chriſt upon her Head ; 
and thus refieting the Glory of 
Chriſt here, 1s preparing and fitting: 
for fuller viſions and brighter refle- 


EY 
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Here'snothing but noiſe and con- 
fuſion in the duſt and ſmoak of folly. 
Fhis World is like the Sea in #aba- z74h.1 Ig 
who where the great Fiſh _ 

c 


the ſmal 
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| ; ſtorms and pirats,” rocks 
and ſands, ſhipwrecks and new ſur- 
prizing dangers every moment. Let's 


long and pack up for our beſt and 


1weeteſt home ;, looking upon every 


_ ſecret ' Mercy, every joyful income 
-of the Spirit as ſo; many earneſts of 


glory, as1o many bent tokens put in 


' hand to ſecute Heaven. Let's draw 
off and wean our affe&ions from ſub-. 
lunary vaniſhing Vapors which pe- - 


riſh in the very uſe. Carnal per- 


| ſons in their heights have but a- 


wordly Heaven, | and Saints while 
here in their loweſt depths, by the 
Sunſhine of- divine Favour , have a 
{weet portion of Heaven here upon 
Earth. Oh what a Heaven ſhall they 


have in Heaven itſelf! Here though - 


{ometimes deep in| the mire .of affli- 
&ion, yet when conlcience ſings *tis 
fair above. head, ftill travelling to- 
wards Z:7on, Since our natures are 
chang'd like aCion|or Graft inferted 


- . Into the Vine of the Church,we ſhall 


in- due time. be tranſplanted to Pa- 


- radile. | 


Strengthen aſſurance by perſeve- 


'rance, and both by the promites to 
| | cack, ; 
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always found while 
ry day adds to the treafury of evi- 


dence. Like laborious Bees increaſe 


pture, and the Honey of Afſurance 
will ſweeten every Prayer, and cheer 
perſevering grace, and enliven the 
| ftringsof praiſe, till we come with 

1 - Harpsin our hands well tuned tothe 
Gate of Heaven.Let our chaſte Souls 
be a Garden enclos'd to Chriſt : Our 
eyes, cars, affeRions ſeald and ſhut 
wp from worldly communion. Hear- 
*er, O Daughter, and forget thine E-; 
gyptian people, and thy Fathers houſe 
im Zoan : So ſhall the King of Glory 
greatly deſire to ſee and enjoy thy beau- 
ty, for he is thy Lord, and worſhip, 
thou hips. 


yer Praiſes. | 


our Sacrifice burns on the Altar. Eve- * 


your ſtock from the flowers of Scri- , 


Songeg. 1>'Y : 
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Some Paſſages to be inſerted in 
' page 26. which through a caſu- 
alty did happen to be. miſpla- 


Ct 


. 


S that Perlgn in Brſſerer Mar- 

ket,, who having a piece of 
Bread in his Mouth , and turning 
fuddenly to anſwer a queſtion while 
the Bread was {wallowing, -vzas im- 
mediately choack'd ; and though he 
furvived about-two or three days 
yetno remedy prevailed. 


Remarkable was that providence” 


of a poor Taylor at Reading choak'd 

with a bit of Mutton, having wiſh'd 
it to himſelf as he was eating, if he 
had ſtoln- the Stockings whereof he 
was accuſed: Which ſtory is ſet 
down in the Regiſter of oneof the 
Pariſhes of that Town. 

A ſudden accident alſo beſell Co- 
donel Roſſiter, endeavouring to crack 
a Plum-ſtone, (as I am informed ) 
brake a Tooth, and thereby loſt his 


Life, 5 
MEE | | at 


| 
. | 


—-y SE - 


q 


"a os "» EY we . . 
Ez : : KK 7. yo * PN oa hs 
o n o bs - | 


I would not let paſs two or three 
ſtories more of ſignal providences as 
to ſudden accidents. 

There' lived fome* time fince in 
Grafſechurch-$freet LONDON , a 
Vintner Mr. Fowler by name, who 
playing with his little Child! abed 
received a ſcratch of a Pin: Firſt it 
rankled ' and coſt him a Hundred 
Pounds-under deſign of cure but 
at length his Arm was cut off, and 
ſhortly after loſt his life. 

There hapned alfo a notable me- 
morial of Divine providence upon a 
Child in- B:ſhops-gate Pariſh (where 
lometime the good hand of God was 
pleaſed to uſe my poorlabours inthe 
honourable ſervice of the Miniftry:) 
This little Child looking up through 
a wooden caſe to a ponderous Jack- 
weight ; *in that very moment. the 
Weight drop'd down and _ kill'd 
it. 

[ have alſo received intelligence 
of a Perſon worthy - of credit, "that a 
Woman having a very fair” Hand 
moleſted by a Wart, andſubmitting 
to the skill of a Chirurgeon at, Tho- 
mas Hoſpital in Southwark, in order 
to 
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ſore- place 
to be angry at the improper Medi- 
cines and Feſters, | ſhortly re- 
ceives from his hand the cure. of all 
her Dilcaſes. Yar 
Toend with a comfortable ſtory : 
My good Friend Mr. Ch. Morton 
then at Sea, and yielding to the ad- 
vice of a Ship-Chirurgeon to lay the 
Lapis Infernalu th eat down a Wartz 
his Arm ſwelled | very dangerouſly, 
but the Lord deliyered him. So true 


is that ſaying of Paracelſus, That the 


greatcſt Wounds may iſſue proſpe- 
rouſly, and little | Scratches may end 
dilaſtrouſly ; ſince the Keys of Life 


EP are in the Hand of God.. 
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Books printed for and are tobe "2X 
ſold by Fohn Hancock, at the 
Sign of the three Bibles in 


Popes Head Alley in Corn- 
hill. 


Welve Books lately publiſhed. by 
£ Mr. Tho. Brooks, late Preacher . 
, of the Goſpel at Margarets New Fiſh- 
ſtreet. b 

1. Precious Remedies againſt Satans 
Devices, or Salve for Believers and 
Unbelievers Sores ;, being 4 Companion 
for thoſe that are in Chriſt or out of 
Chriſt. 

2. Heaven on Earth : Or a ſerious 
Diſcourſe touching a Well-grounded 
Aſſurance of Muns Everlaſting Hap- 

ineſs. 
Bn he Unſearchable Riches of Chriſt 
held forth in 22 Sermons. 

4. Apples of Gold for Young Men 
and Women : Or the Happineſs of be- 
ing Good betimes. | 

5- AString of Pearls : Or the beſt 
Things reſerved till laſt. | 

6. The Mute Chriſtian under the 
Smarting Rod, with Sovereign "_—_ 

res 


Yr "mw! hs © ko" xt. p 
ents. || © | | 
7. An Ark for all Gods Noahs in a 
Stormy Day. 

8. The Crown and Glory of Chriſti 
anity,in 43 Sermons/on Heb. 12. 14. 

0. The privy Keypof Heaven ; Or 4 
Diſcourſe of Cloſet Prayer. 

10. An Heavenly Cordial for ſuch 
as have hador eſcaped the Plague. 

11. A Cabinet of tLoice Fewels, or 
a Box of precious Oyntment: Containing 
ſpecial Maxims,Rulgs, and Directions 
an order to the clearing up of a Mans 
Intereſt in Criſt, and his Title to all 
the Glory of another World. 

12. Londons Lamentations. 

The Godly Mans Ark, in ſeveral 
Sermons. To which is added 'Mrs. 
Moors Evidences for Fleaven. By Ed- 
mund Calamy, B. |D. at Alderiman- 
bury. OY 

Corifts Communion with his Church 
Militant, By Nicholas Lockyer. 

Sn the Plague of Plagues.by Ralph 
Venning. 

A true Narrativeof thoſe two never 
to be forgotten Deliverances, one from 
the Spaniſh Invaſion in $84 the other 

from the Helleſh Powger Plot, Nov. g. 
1605. By 21-. Sam. Clark. The 
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keeping Merchants Accounts. By Tho. 
Brown, Accomptant. | 

Short Writing; the moſt Eaſie,  E.c- 
att, Lineal, and ſpeedy Method: that 
hath ever yet been obtained, as. thou- 
ſands in this City and elſewhere can 
from their own experience teſtifie. By 
Theophilus Metcalfe. 

Alſo 2 Book called a Schoolmaſter to 
tt, explaining all the Rulcs thereof. 

A Word of Advice to Saints, or a 
choice Drop of Honey from the* Rock, 
Chriſt. h 

A Coppy Bock, of the Neweſt ana 
moſt Vſeful Hands, with Direftions 
for Spelling and Cyphering. $4 

Bridges Remains: Bering eight choice 
Sermons.. By the late Reverend Mr, 
William Bridge of Yarmouth. 

A Difſwaſroe from Conformitytothe 


" World, Alſo Gods Severity againſt Ime- 


pemtent Stnners. By Henry Stubbes, 
ALmiſter of the Goſpel. ; 

Vennings Remarns , being the fſub- 
ſtance of many Sermons. By My. Ralph 
Venning; prepared by him/elf for the 
Preſs a little before his Death. 

The Poor Mans Family book. By 
Richard Baxtcr. Luthers 
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met ; being a Prognoftich of Malignant 
' Influences from he matiy Blazing Stars 
wandring in our Florizon. 

Goſpel Love, Heart Purity, and the 
Flouriſhing of the Righteous: Beingthe 
Laſt Sermons of that late Eminent Di- 
vine Mr. Joleph Caryl. 

TheYoung Mans Guide to Bleſſed- 
neſs,or ſeaſonable Direftons for Touth 
im their unconverted eſtate, By R. 
Matthew, Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

Cauſa Dei, or a7 Apology for God, 
whereinthe Perpetuity of Pond T or- 
ments is evinced, and his both Good- 
neſs and Fuſtice\defended. Alſo the 
Nature of puniſhments in general, and 

of Infernal ones in particular diſplayed 
by R. Burthogge. , 

The Legacy of a Dying Mother to 

- her Mourning Children ; being the 

* Expiences of Mrs. Suſanna Bell : Pu- 


_ ,.. bliſhedby Tho. Brooks. 


King James has Counterblaſt to To- 
bacco. To which is added a Learned 
Diſcourſe touching T obacco. by Dr. 
Maynwaring ; wherein Men may ſee 
whether Tobacco | be good for them or 
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Thomas Brooks, Ainiler of the Gof- 


ces of the Grace and Dealings of God , 
obſerved and gathered by a near Rela: 
tion of the ſaid Mrs. Brooks. 

An Excellent Cathechi/m , by the 
late Reverend Mr. Jeremiah Bur- 
roughs. | 

A Diſcourſe of Chriſts Crming, and 
the Influence which the Expeftation 
thereof hath on all manner - of Holy 
Converſation and Godlineſs : By Theo- 
| philus Gale. | 

T he Shepherds Legacy, or forty, 


years experience of the Weather. 


The Young Mans Conflit mith,and Vidory o- 
v-r,th: Devil by Faith : Or a trus andperftett 
K-lation of the Experiences of Tho, Powel, be- 
gus in the fifteenth, ed continued till th: jeven-,, 
#:enth year of bis Age. | 
Theological Treatiſes; 1. Produdtion of . 
2 Soul, 2. Divinz Fred:ſtinition. 3. The 
rue Church Regiments 4. Prediftions of M:ſ- 
#15. 5. Chriſts two Genelogizs, 6. The R:- 
velation rev2al:d,q, Chriſts Millenary Rcigns 


Chriſts certain and juddoy Appearance 10 


\Fudgement ;, by Samue) Malbon. 


or | 
| A brief D.ſcription of New York, and th: 


P lases 
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Brooks , Late Wife of My. © 
pel. To which is added fome experien- ' 


8. The Worlds Diſſolution. By Robert Velvain, / 


>» Is 3 tis ba. oi. 
WT _ Ia g  # / f 
3» 0 - £ —_ 
ow | af PF 7%, i 48 J by 
F  - 5 $, p 
LE, 


|  Venning:HR. Brage 


* Pho Gouge. 
"abs the Happ) Effets of eeping 4 Good Conjti- 


with God all the 4 | 
” Th: Young Mans Guide through th: Wilder- 


. , Patience and ts Perfect Work, under ſudden 


' Triumph of Aſſurance over the Law ,Sin,World, 


. Chriſtian DireFions, ſbewt 
yy long ; 4 - Gauge. 


12(s.of this World to the Heavenly Canaan ; - by 
= Conſcience the beſt. Friend upon \Farth, or 


ence ; by Henry. Stubbes, 


and ſore Trials. 

Orthodox 'Paradoxes Theoretizal and Expe- 
rimental, or a Belizyor clearing Truth by ee- 
ming Contradifions :| With an Appendix of tbe 


Wants, &C. To whichis added, The New Com- 
mand Renewed, or Love one ' anoth:r , wit 
Ten Rules for the Right Underſtanding of Scri 
pture ; by Ralph Venaing, A.M. 

An Awakening Call jrom the Eternal Godt 
the Unconverted , with Seaſongble. Advice t 
rbtm that are under Convittions, to prevent th: 
miſt arrying in converſion ; by Samuel Corbyn 


Now in the Preſs \@ Kebuke to Back ſliders 
and 4 Spur to Loyterers, publiſhed to awaken 
. Sleepy Age.z by R. A. Author of Vinditi 
Pietatis. Bro 
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